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ME M O I R S 

OF THE 

LIFE AND WRITINGS 

OF THE ABATE 

PIETti.0 METASTASIS 

SECTION I* 

M etabtasio having finiflied his opera of 
II Re Pajiore in April 1751, writes to his 
friend Sig. Argenvilliers at Rome, with ex- 
ultation. " I have at length efcaped from the 
hands of thofe babblers the Mufes* I have 
teafed and tormented them fo much* that 
they have finifhed their web much fboner 
than they would have done, if they had 
been left to their own diredlion. I am now 
at the fervice of my dear friends* particu- 
larly Sig. d' Argenvilliers, to whofe pious 
vol. 11* b prayers. 



( * 3 

prayers, I believe I owe, in a great meafiire, 
my happy return from ParnafTus. 



LETTER L 

TOSIG. D'ARGENVILLIERS., 

Still fatigued and covered with duft 
and fweat, after my unexpe&ed and hafty 
voyage, I inftantly flew to your letters, a 
» reftoratives. I have greedily re-perufed them, 
and frequently biufhed at the ungrateful re- 
turn for your obliging and affe&ionate zeal, 
which I have made by a filence of fo many 
, weeks. But you know that I am innocent 
of this fault, and merit your pity more than 
your difpleafure. I can aflure you, with 
great truth, that I have fuch pleafure in my 
literary intercourfe with you, that if I were 
deprived of it by my own fault, my crime 
would be my punifhment. 

Now, that you may not think, like the reft 
of the world, that poets are bad fathers o 
families, it will be neceflary for me to give 
you fome account , of my (economical cares. 

(Here he gives a minute detail of his 
money concerns, and balances accounts to 
the date of his letter. After which he adds) 

Thus 
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Thus all is fettled, except the fum of my ob- 
ligations, which far exceeds my fmall capi- 
tal, and means of repaying the afliduous and 
affe6tionate care which you coftftantly take 
of my affairs. And I fliould already have 
overdrawn my credit, if a good heart, like 
yours, did not regard as ready money, the 
gratitude, however ineffectual, of a poor 
debtor. 

My new opera is already in the hands of 
my moft auguft Patronefs, to whom both 
myfelf and all my produ£Hons properly be- 
long. This drama is to be performed in 
mufic, by gentlemen and ladies, but not till 
the return of the court from Hungary. In 
the mean time, it would be an enormous in- 
decorum, if I were to publifli it. So that 
there are both phyfkal ahd moral catifes 
againft its appearing in Giannini's Edition 
next June. However, I fo much relpeft 
his requeft, backed by your wifh, that when 
I can fafely and honourably comply with it, 
I (hall be happy in obliging him. 
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LETTER it 

TO THE SAME. 

You have found the way to make me 
your debtor, even in the number of letters. 
I have many of yours in hand which have 
arrived fince my laft, and which I mull an- 
fwer by this one, contrary to the propenfity 

i 

I have to be prolix with you. My Re Paf- 
tore appeared on the ftage laft Wednefday, 
and was repeated on Saturday, by the unani- 
mous fuffrage of the whole audience; this 
very much furpalTed my expe&ations, and 
added, if poffible, to my experience. In 
truth, the lady performers charmed every- 
one, both by their figure and finging, as 
well as by their manner of a6ling, and en- 
tering into their feveral characters. Our 
auguft fovereigns were extremely delighted 
with them, and never ceafe praifing them. 
All the portion of this incenfe which comes 
to my mare, is inefficient to defend me 
from a return of the defluxion which I 
caught in Moravia, and which I had not 
quite lubdued when I was recalled. The 

frequent 
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frequent^attendance at court, two or three 
miles from the city ; the length of time I 
- was obliged to remain in the empty and ex- 
treme cold theatre, during the rehearfal; 
the impertinence of the feafon, and of my 
ridiculous machine, have reduced me to fo 
much worfe a ftate than I was in before, 
that if I was not afraid of bringing all the 
faints on my back, I fliould certainly be 
tempted to leave the mafs of the day among 
unpaid debts (a). Pity me therefore ; or 
rather, be thankful to my catarrh, if I do 
not pefter you as much as I wifli. — Adieu, 
my incomparable friend. If I could write 
more, I Ihould fay a thoufand affe&ionate 
things. I give you full permiffion to figure 
to yourfelf, the moft expreflive that you can 
think of ; and am certain, that they will not 
equal the afFe&ion, gratitude, or efteem, with 
which I am ? fyc, 

Vienna, November I, 1751. 

In another letter to this correfpondent, dated 
December 6th 1 751, he fays, "I have got// 
Re Paftore off my bands, but I (hall not iong 

(a) Alluding to the feftival of All Saints, or the firft of 
November, the day on which be was writing. 

B 3 be 
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be fuffered to remain idle. My ^Imperial 
Miftrefs, after the repeated clemency with 
which (he has approved my labours, threat- 
ens me with a new command ; and I already 
«feel it vibrate in my ears ; fo that my occu- 
pations are like the fruits in the garden of 
Armida. v 

* ■ 

£ mtntre fpunta Vun^ Taltr* mature (b). 
-i — j wm^m i 

This new produ&ion is the fubjeft of a 
letter to his Piemontefe friend, Sig, Fjlippo- 
ni, who had complained of his negleft during 
the tiqae he was writing it. 

. LETTER ri* v 

TO SIG. PILIPPONI. 

You muft not afcribe to the poor Mufes 
i my reluftance to writing letters. I haye 
pot, like many others, the happy power of 
fpeaking eloquently upon nothing ; fo that 
when matter is wanting, I am filent. Who 
can h^ve patience to. write every poft about 
rain, ojr fine weather ? or in the manner of 
Pindar, fpcak of water, gold, and the beau- 
tiful cows of Gerone, as a propos to the 

[b) While «*e matures, the other buds and blows. 

' Olympic 
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Olympic games? Some of my Laconifm, 
however, may proceed from native lazinefs, 
but, at prefent, the time for new vices or 
new virtues is paft ; fo that fuch as I am, 
my friends muft bear with me. 

I approve of the diftribution of my prints; 
and if you want any more, you fhall have 
them upon the flighteft hint you can give 
me. 

This new edition of my works at Turin, 
may be fuperior to others, if not printed in 
the ufual fmall charadters, merely for a pal- 
try faving of paper. If you could fend me 
a fpecimen in a letter, I would frankly give 
you my fentiments on the fubjeft. 

The title of my new opera is, II Re Paf- 
tore. The chief incident is the reftitution 
of the kingdom of Sidon to the lawful heir ; 
a prince with fuch an hypochondriac name, 
that he would have difgraced the title page of 
my piece : who would have been able to 
bear an opera intitled V Abdolonimo* I have 
contrived to name him as feldom as pofible, 
as among all my faults, my labours had 
hitherto avoided this defeft. 

It will be reprefented in mufic by ladies 
and gentlemen, but not before December ; 
till wlien, it cannot be publifhed without a 

b 4 crime. 
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crime. I offer my ufual incenfe to the 
amiable prieftefs, and am constantly yours. 

Vienna, June xo, 1751, 

1 

LETTER !V r 

TO THE SAME. 

I shall now anfwer your charming let-r 
ter from the lpacious regions of imagination ; 
in order to do which, I waited two or three 
weeks in the vain expe&ation of receiving 
fpecimens of this new edition of my works, 
which you had promifed me; but as yet, 
none are arrived. I have feen the two firft 

• v . • . » 

- I 

volumes of that printed at Piacenza, which 
in my opinion, is contemptible; hence it 
will certainly do no injury to yours. 

In an edition in 12 mo. by Bcttinelli, I 
have feen a cantata, and a canzonet, given 
undefervedly to me ; I inclofe a memoran- 
dum of it ? that the Turenefe editor may not 
enrich me, againft my will ? with the lpojls 
of another. 

\ When my Re Fgfiore has done its duty at 
this court, I fhall take care to fend it to do 
homage to you ; but you muft tell me how. 
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v Here are fix more little Metaftafios, which 
I confide to your dire&ion, left they lhould 
take evil courfes. 

My complaints are enemies to the orien- 
tal ftyle, fo adieu. Remember my refpefts 
to the Count and Countefs della Rocca ; re- 
verence the prieftefs ; receive the falutations 
of all the Canale family. Love me, and be- 
lieve me, &c, 

Vienna, Auguft 19, 1751: 

m ■ 1 

We are now arrived at the correfpondencc 
pf our great lyric bard, in 1752; during 
which his letters to his friend Sig. d'Argen- 
villiers, are the mqft numerous. But thofe 
being chiefly pn bufinefs, before obferve4, 
we fliall not tranflate them entire, byt ex- 
trad fuch paffages only, as bear our author's 
peculiar ftamp of wit, friendftiip, or urbanity. 

In a fhqrt letter, dgted January 3d, 1752, 
we have the following conclufion : " It is 
lb late, that I haye fcarce time to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter ; think then 
of the impoflibility of anfwering all your 
good wiflies, and thofe affe&ionate expref- 
fionS of partiality, with which you have loacj- 
ied me. Anfwer them yourfelf, who know 
feow piuqh J pwe ypu ; an4 whp being in 
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poffeffion of my heart, can examine its moll 
lecret recefles. M 

ifi The Mufes (fays he, in the fubfequent 
letter to Sig. d'Argenvilliers) are become 
very Ihy and backward to me ; requiring to 
be courted much more than I wifh. I have 
been very indifferent about thefe ladies fa- 
vours for fome time ; but, at prefent, now 
they defraud me of the pleafure of dilcourf- 
ing with you, they are become my averfion. 
But I beg of you not to fpeak of it ; for if 
the D — 1 fhould contrive to let them know 
my fentiments, they would treat me worfc 
than ever. " 

In another letter he fays : " Not being 
able to fatisfy my impatience to embrace and 
converfe with you in perfon, I fend you my 
pi&ure, with a charge to preferve in you 
that good dilpofition towards friendlhip and 
partiality, which you have always manifeft- 
cd for me. The painter has a little injured 
my beauty, by making my face two palms 
long, and plumping me up without mercy. 
They fay, however, that it is like." 

" Receive the vifit kindly ; love the origi- 
nal, and believe me on all occafions, yours/* 
Having this year taken fright at a few 
days of bad weather, foon after his arrival 

i in 
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ill Moravia, and fuddenly returned to Vien- 
na, he fays : 64 Here I am again in the 
city, with remorfe for the injuftice which 
my cowardice has done to the conftancy of 
fmiling autumn, who now more than fulfils 
every hope, by being uncommonly ferene. 
It is in vain to repine now ; but another 

. year, I (hall not retreat with fuch precipita- 
tion, in order to imprilon myfelf within the 
walls of a city." 

About this time, his friend d'Argenvilliers 
having recommended to the kind offices of 
Metaftatio, a young Roman of the name of 
Pezzij we fhall extrad from the poet's let- 
ters, fuch palfages as concern this recom- 
mendation. 

" I have at length found Sig. Pezzi. I 
have been with him, and he with me, three 
times. He is a fine young man, of noble 
and excellent manners, and who promiles to 
do honour to the friend who recommended 
him. He has no thoughts of the army ; but 
Ipeaks of purfuing a different road, and I (hall 
do every thing in my power to fecond his 
views. I hope he has no doubt of my zeal, 
as there is nothing which I would not do, 
or which 1 ought not to do, on your account. 
AH will depend on my power correfponding 

\vith 
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with my wifhes. At prefent, I mall endea- 
vour to difcover to him the perils of the 
country in which he now dwells, and to in- 
form myfelf of his habits. " Four or five 
months after, he fays : 

" Sig. Pezzi manifefted a laudable diflike 
to being idle, and very little defire for being 
a foldier. In order therefore to initiate him 
in politics, according to his wifh, I contriv- 
ed that he mould be advantageoufly 
known to our Count Ullfelt, and other 
f principal perfons in adminiftration, who 
ipoke of him to my augyft P&tronels ; and 
it was fettled, that when an opportuni- 
ty offered, he mould be fent with fome am- 
bafTador, or envoy, to one of the foreign 
courts of Europe, where, by diligence and 
pra&ice, he might render himfelf qualified for 
tome ftation in the Corps diplomatique. 

" While things were in this fituation, he 
came unexpectedly to take leave of me, pre* 
vious to his departure for Berlin, whither he 
laid he was obliged to go, for fome time, on 
family affairs. I furnimed him with a letter, 
which 1 wrote to a friend of mine, of fome 
credit in that court ; but from that time to 
this, I have been wholly in the dark, concern* 
jug the effects of my letter, hjs adventures, or 

3 tm 
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his exiftence. When he returns, as he pro- 
mifed to do, I fhall refume my duty in doing 
every thing in my power for your fake, to fa- 
cilitate the road which he means to purfue. 
If he fhould have occalion for money, I will 
advance him whatever fum you pleafe, on 
the flighted notice. B\;t I cannot, with 
equal readinefs, promife to conduclhim by 
a fure road to preferment. Accuftomed my- 
felf to follow the beaten track, I am wholly 
ignorant of all private and by roads; and 
my inexperience would do him more harm 
than good. But whenever he returns from 
Pruflia, he will find pilots here for fome 
voyage or other. Do not, my dear friend, 
fancy me a Don Quixote, For the manage- * 
ment of bufinefles of this nature, I want in- 
clination as well as praclice," 

Soon after, he fays to his friend : " I re- 
gard dilfimulation among intimate friends, 
as a rafcally vice. Therefore, you will, I 
hope, forgive my fincerity. I by no means 
underftand the conduct of our Sig. Pezzu 
He is a young man of a fine afpecl, of po- 
lifhed manners, and, apparently, poflefled of 
a great fhare of prudence and difcernment. 
Yet I have been hitherto utterly unable to 
penetrate his thoughts ; though he conftant- 

ly 
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\y vifits me once a month. Every time I 
fee him, he feems a different man ; and al- 
ways approaching me with different views 
from thofe in which, at his own requeft, 
I had been trying to ferve him before. It is 
difficult to ad vile a man who is always 
changing his purfuits, and who gives no no- 
tice of it, unlefs hard prefled. I beg that 
you will not mention this to his brother. 
But it was neceffary for you to know it,* 
that in cafe he fhould return empty handed, 
you may not be ignorant that the perfon you 
have recommended, has confpired with the 
extreme narrownefs of my powers of ferving 
him, to delude the great and ferious defire 
which I have to ferve him for your fake." 

In another letter dated N April 1753, 
he fays : " Sig. Pezzi having wiftied to 
accompany fome Imperial minifter to a 
foreign court, in order to acquire abilities 
fiifficient to entitle him to an employment 
in the Corps diplomatique ; I have been fo for- 
tunate as to prevail oa Count Colleredo^ our 
Envoy to the Englifh court, to take him 
into his fervice, with a fmall falary, and the 
conlent and approbation of their Imperial 
majefties. I hope the voyage will turn out 
profitable : particularly, as he tells me, that 

his 
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his family has fome concerns in that country t 
and that his prefence will not be ufeleis 
there. M 

Though nothing more occurs in our poet's 
letters to Sig. d'Argenvilliers concerning 
his protegiy Sig. Pezzr, we fliall perhaps re- 
turn to this correfpondence again for fome 
interefting paffages on other fubje&s. At 
prefent, we (hall refume his intercourfe with 
Farinelli, to whom the following letter was 
written in February, 1752. 

LETTER V. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

In fpite of the obftinate and infufferable 
impertinence of my nervous complaints, and 
the employment allotted to me by my Im- 
perial Patronefs, I cannot poftpone acknow- 
ledging the receipt of my dear Gemello's 
moft welcome letter of the 28th of January, 
For my moft heinous fins, the dramatic la- 
dies in 27 Re Paftore, and the mufic, have fo 
much pleafed her Majefty the Emprefs, that 
(he has commanded me to write another 
drama to be performed next May, made of 
the fame metal. In the prefent ftate of my 
: . poor 



( « ) 

poor head, from the conftant tenfion of my 
nerves, it is a terrible talk to be obliged to 
converfe with thefe harlots the Mufes ; "but 
my labours are rendered infinitely more in- 
tolerable, by the manner in which I am 
manacled. Greek and Roman fubjedte are 
excluded from my juridiSion, becaufe thefe^ 
nymphs are not to exhibit their chafte limbs ; 
fo that I muft have recourfe to Oriental hif- 
tory, in order not to fliew the nakednefs of 
the land, that the robes and ornaments of 
thofe nations may entirely envelope the ac- 
treffes who are to reprefent the chara&ers of 
men. The contraft of vice and virtue is 

i 

impracticable in thefe dramas, becaufe no 
one of the troop will aft an odious part. 
Nor can I avail myfelf of more than five, 
perfonages, for the moft convincing reafon 
afligned by the governor of a cattle; who 
would not crowd the prefence of his fuperiors. 
The time of reprefentation, the changes 
of fcene, the airs, and almoft the number 
of verfes are limited : now pray tell me, if 
all thefe embarraffments would not make a 
patient man mad ? Then imagine to your- 
ielf their effe&s on me, the high prieft of all 
the complaints incident to this miferable 
valley of tears. I have no other comfort 

for 

■ 
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for my fupport, than the coiiftant clemency 
of my moft benign Sovereign, confirmed 
every day by new teftimonies. The laft, on 
account of the reprefentation of II Re Paf- 
tore, was that of a magnificent gold candle- 
ftick, with an extinguifher and fnuffers of 
the fame metal, of a confiderable weight, 
and of excellent workmanfhip ; and accom- 
panied with an obliging command to take 
care of my fight. Now I beg you will 
learn to refpeft my little peepers, which are 
fo greatly patronized. 

I am glad to find that Monlig. Torres, 
anfwers my defcription. Embrace him, I 
beg you, in my name. I love him, becaufe 
he adored you : now what will he do, after • 
having enjoyed your company ih a mora 
ample manner? 

With refpeft to my Neapolitan interefts, 
you think exa&ly as I do. Neither the de- 
corum of your court, my own pride, nor 
the miferable and contemptible hopes which 
are given us, can longer deceive any one 
poflefled of the leaft refle&ion. It is diffi- 
cult to find a fimilar example of inhuma- 
nity, injuftice, and avidity, for the poffef- 
fions of others. Oh, my dear Gemello, how 
few Gemelli are there in the world ! I thank 

vol. xx, c you 
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you for the idea of trying other firings ; and 
truft to the experience of the archconlul of 
harmony. The Colomba Mattei will ferve 
you well. I who am never fatisfied, believe 
that if this performer, who has a pleafing 
figure, and good voice, was a little taller, 
and had a little more power of voice, Ihe 
would be an admirable firft woman. But 
during the prefent fcarcity, we muft not be 

fo difficult. 

Oh, what fine things has Count Verner 
faid of you, on his return from Spain ! I 
feed on thele relations, and wifli them to be 
eternal. Love me, my dear Twin, and be- 
lieve that I ceafe writing, for want of head, 
and want of time: but I never fhall ceafe, 
as long as I live, from being yours. 

Vienna, February 18th, 1752, 



L E T T E R XI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your laft moft dear letter of the 16th 
of June, has been received four days, and 
yet I am not recovered from the furprife 
and confufion in which the unexpedted royal 

favour 
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favour of your truly admirable Sovereign has 
plunged me. Good God! can clemency, 
generofity, and greatnefs of foul, go farther? 
To think, fpeak, and aft in this manner, 
are qualities alfigned by Providence folely 
to her to employ. Her fupreme interpofition 
in fupport of realbn, and juftice, when op- 
pre/Ted, are efforts worthy of Monarchs ; 
to expend their treafures in repairing lofTes 
which they themfelves have not occafion- 
cd, is the attribute of royalty ; but to de- 
fcend to minute enquiries, and reflexions 
on the hardfhips of a poor mortal like me, 
furrounded as flie is, by the cares which be- 
long to fo elevated a ftation, is a circum- 
ftance which furpaffes humanity* and not 
only merits gratitude and reverence, but 
adoration. The few royal words which, 
you have communicated, form the grand 
chara&ereftic of this Sovereign. She has 
done me the juftice to believe me to be a 
man who thinks more of his houour than 
profit, and has defigned to fet limits to the 
torrent of her beneficence, in order to fkreen 
me from envy and malignity. Angels in 
heaven, I believe, think in this manner. 
I am more fenfible of the honour which this 
does my character, than if I had been ap- 

c 2 pointed 



Digitized by Google 



( » ) 

pointed vice-roy of Mexico, or prefented 
with a Cardinal's hat. Thefe may feem 
poetical hyperboles ; but you know me fuf- 
ficiently to be certain, that they are pofitive 
truths ; and now your heroic friendihip has 
procured me thefe great honours and ad- 
vantages, you muft complete the work, and 
communicate my humble, grateful, and re- 
verential acknowledgments. Throw me at 
the foot of the throne ; afTert, that if the 
fhowcr of royal munificence is fallen on an 
ordinary foil, it has at leaft been beftowed 
on one that is not ungrateful. Say all that 
I ought to fay, but which I find unfpeakable, 
even with the affiftance of all the Mufes- 
Implore the continuance of f\\ch fublime 
patronage ; and I, in the mean time, in- 
flead of returning thanks, will offer up my 
fupplications to Heaven, that a foul fo great 
and elevated, may be long fuffered to con- 
tinue among mortals, for the ornament 
of all thrones, the felicity of the whole 
earth, and for an example to all Mo- 
narchs (c). I have 

(c) To what thefe effufions allude, does not clearly ap- 
pear, in the courfe of this, or any fubfequent letter; but they 
well merit preferving, as models of heroic and poetical' 
gratitude, flowing from the warm heart of a man of 

genius, 
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I have feen, for a (hort time, Count Eft- 
herhafi, after his return from Madrid, and 
have found him full of you. He regards 
you as a hero, and has defired me to tell you 
fo ; which will oblige me like wife to love 
you more than ever. At this laft afTertion, 
I cannot help laughing ; but I own, that to 
hear you thus praifed, affords me the fame 
pleafure, as if it was myfelf : fo much does * 
our old, true, and reciprocal friendfliip, 
ieem to have united us together, and con- 
fblidated our inter efts. God preferve you, 
our dear Gemello, and infpire others to 
think as you do. 

Laft Sunday my Opera of L'Eroe Ci- 
nese, was reprefented for the laft time, with 
incredible applaufe of the ladies and gentle- 
men performers. I am worn out. The 
whole weight of the bufinefs fell on my 
fhoulders. I came home with a violent 
cough, which ftill continues; but as foon 
as it abates, I (hall a(k permiflion of my 
moft auguft patronefs, to fly into the coun- 
try, to refit. If I fliould there obtain a mo- 
ment's peace, you will be my only thought. 
And who can polfibly deferve it fo much as 

genius, ferved and flattered by a fovereign Princefs, fen* 
frble of his fuptrfor talents. 

^ c 3 my 
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my dear GemeUo ? I am obliged to you for 
the description of the magnificent royal 
feftival, which you invejited and directed, 
and am impatient to fee it more amply de^ 
fcribed in the Gazette. In the mean time, 
I do its office every where, to the ^dfniraT 
tion of all hearers. 

I am not certain whether it was laft 
April or May, th^t I fent a letter to my 
agent at Naples, informing him of circum- 
ftances for a miiufter who required them. I 
am forry the requifition was complied with ; 
but it fh^ll be the laft time. 

I ought to fpeak of the road which you 
have attempted to Rome; but who can 
fpeak to you of every thing? Qh what 4 
dear Gemello you are! But at leaft, take 
my part with the Marquis Enfenada, and 
jecommeijd me to his protection. Adieu. 
The Countefs of Alth^n falutes you, and is 
as much furprifed as myfelf, at the favours 
I receive. I really can write \\o more, 
Continue to love me, and believe me yours, 
as long as life remains. 

Vienna, July 8th, 1752. 
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LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I set out this moment for Moravia, in 
order to join the moft worthy Countefs of 
Althan, and the General her fon, who have 
been there fome days. I go flattered with 
hopes of being relieved, if not liberated, 
from the cruel torments 1 iiiffer, amidft the 
pertinacious perfecutions of my hypochon- 
driac complaints, violently increafed by the 
hurry in which I have lately been engaged. 
It is impoflible for me to explain to you, my 
dear Gemello, the miferable ftate in which 
I have been for thefe feven years paft. The 
worft of it is, that I fee no likelihood of ac~ 
cuftoming myfelf to thefe fufferings, as fre- 
quently happens to others. And I perceive, 
that you are not better treated by your 
ftomach, than I am by my nerves. Oh 
poor humanity! But good God! Why are 
not thefe delights beftowed on a nuftiber of 
blockheads and rafcals, who enjoy perfeft 
health ? But the great Regulator of all things 

c 4 has 
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has reafons which we are not allowed to 
penetrate. We have therefore nothing to 
hope, but from patience, and refignation. 

You think, perhaps, that I am now quite 
recovered from the furprife and confufion 
into which I was thrown by your moft be- 
neficent and magnanimous fovereign? But 
you are miftaken. I never fhall recover as 
long as I live. Thefe traits of royalty have 
been fo little in fafliion for fome ages, that 
it is impoffible not to admire and venerate 
them. I entreat you again, my dear friend, 
to bear teftimony, whenever you have ai> 
opportunity, of my moft humble, grateful, 
and fubmiffive fentiments. 

Adieu, dear Gemello. I have fpoken to 
count Efterhafi: he calls you by no other 
name than the Hero, The affe&ion which 
you contrive to acquire from all ranks in a 
fituation fo enviable, encreafes my tender- 
nefs for you fo much, that I know not how 
I fhould contain myfelf if I were near you. 
Pray to God for my poor head, if you would 
have it think of you. Love me, and re- 
main thus amiable to the whole earth, 

Vienna, Auguft 5, 1752; 

* 
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LETTER XIII. 

• ■ to 

TO THE SAME. 

Here l am, juft returned from Moravia, 
after a long and tumultuous excurfion,which f 
on account of my health, I have been al- 
lowed by the maternal clemency of my 
auguft miftrefs, to extend to full ten weeks. 
The firft perfon to whom I eagerly run after 
my arrival, is my deareft Geniello, whom I 
tenderly embrace in that kind of way which 
fo enormous a diftance will allow. Among 
the moft fenfible pleafures which I found in 
this city at my return, was the meeting with 
our dear Count Efterhafi, who almoft before 
he faluted me, which he always docs, be- 
gan to fpeak of you : ftill calling you no- 
thing but the Hero. He fays that you are 
the objed of all good people's affection ; that 
your heart correfponds with your fortune ; 
and has recounted a great number of your 
admirable, generous, and gracious actions. 
Among others, the manner in which you 
treated an Indian candidate, who offered you 

au 
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an immcnfc fum if you would procure him a 
government ; and he takes fuch delight in 
thefe narrations, and the found of your praife 
is fo feducing to me, that if count Efterhali 
was not obliged to go clfe where, I believe 
he would be ftill talking of you, and 1 
fhould remain a conftant liftener. I love to 
hear thefe things for my own fake, as well 
as yours. I am not a little vain in having 
difcovered your chara&er, long before for- 
tune had furniflied occafion for the difplay 
of all your diftindt qualities* God pre- 
ierve you, for the delight of fuch an illus- 
trious court, for the honour of Italy, and 
for the tender friendfhip of j^our mod faith- 
ful Gemello. You were always in my heart 
during this excurfion into the country. My 
dear Farinelli accompanied me into the 
woods, over the mountains, through the 
valley, and bore a part, not only in my di- 
verfions, but cruel hypochondriac perfec- 
tions. I propofed, and feveral times at- 
tempted, to write fomething or other for you 
in order to fend it away before my return. 
But in a body tormented as mine has been, 
and now is, the foul is too ill lodged to be 
able to perform its due functions ; and poeti- 
Gal operations, as well as amorous, are fb 

averfe 
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averfe to violence, that they always difgrace 
the rafli mortals who attempt putting it in 
praftice. Think what a deiperate iituatiou 
I muft be in, affailed by all my old com- 
plaints ; incapable of daring to compofe the 
*(ual little compliments in verfe, with which 
the arch-dukes and dutchefles are accuftomed 
tp felicitate their auguft parents on their 
i#me days; and inftead of a new opera, 
that was wanted for ladies and gentlemen to 
perform, at the next carnival, I have been 
obliged to propofe Olimpiade^ in cafe the 
Mufes fliould turn their backs upon me, 
after fo many years of wedlock ! But I 
would not have you think, that, with all 
thefe plagues and impediments, I have loft 
fight of your requeft. I (hall again attempt 
the, ford, and not defift till I am able to pais 
it. 1 have now a crowd of friends about 
me, who are talking to me all the time I am 
writing ; fo that I know not what efcapes 
from my pen. But My comfort is, that we 
underftand each other, and lhould not mif- 
take the meaning of our hearts, if we fpoke 
Arabic ox Chinefe. 

I am obliged to write you a letter in fa- 
vour of a certain Mr. Hufcher, who is going 
to Madrid in order to ferve in the Spanifli 
. . cavalry. 
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cavalry. Though it frequently happens that 
thefe offices are forced upon us, and we 
plague our friends with letters of mere form, 
this is not of that kind. This perfon is 
really of extreme good morals, of great me- 
rit, and well worthy of your patronage : fo 
that I not only iblicit for him myfelf, but 
the general count d'Althan, a perfeft judge 
of his profeffion, and your great admirer, 
recommends him to your notice. 

Oh how imprelTed I am with the lumi- 
nous grandeur of the Manzanare divinity! 
Why am not I a Homer ! Happy you, who 
have occular teftimony of fuch fublime vir- 
tue ! ' 

But it is time to conclude. And yet the 
countefs d'Althan would kill me, if flie 
thought 1 had not obeyed her orders, in faying 
at houfand kind things in her name : fo that, 
to fave my life, I muft beg of you to give me 
a little nod in your anfwer, that may ferve 
for my juftication. Now remember, that 
as one of two twins muft fuffer, and it is 
my turn, I ftiall have the generolity to bear 
it with patience, in hopes that you at leaft 
may enjoy that tranquil health which I have 
fought in vain thefe feven years. Love me, 
however, in fpite of my impertinent and 

. . . " - teazing 
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tcazing complaints, and believe me yours, 
in whatever ftate I may allowed to 
exift. 

Vienna, 0£tobcr 20, 1752. 

» ■ • * 

i 

* • i 

» 

LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

You will receive by the hands of D. An- 
tonio de Alzor, together with this letter, 
Semiramide riconofciuta y arranged for the ufe 
of your theatre royal. This trade of a cob- 
ler, I only exercife for my incomparable 
GemeUo. However, I am obliged to you 
for having forced it upon me : as this opera, 
with which I never was quite fatisfied, is 
now become my favourite. It has gained 
this conqueft againft the grain, which you 
know was no eafy matter ; but it has mow 
acquired a kind of conftant fire, which, be- 
ing compreffed, ought to become more in- 
tenfe. In fhort, I am pleafed with it : which 
very feldom has happened to any of my 
own produftions. Before I forget it, let 
me tell you, that if you wilh to cut out any 

one 
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one of the fongs, that of Mirteo* in the 
third aft, beginning In braccio a milk furie* 
might be omitted without much lofs (d)* 

I fhall now reft myfelf for two or three 
days, and then take Adriano in hand, of 
which I have not the leaft idea; and I 
would not read it before, left my head 
fhould be crouded with a confufion of image9 
hoftile to each other. I (hall expend more 
time in the bufmefs than I ought, as I have 
had no amanuenfis capable of affifting me, 
fince M : gliavacca entered into the fervice of 
the court of Drefden. Hence, I am obliged 
to write and tranfcribe all with my own 
hand : being hardly able to depend on that 
of a mere copyift for the laft tranfcript 
which I fend. Add to this all my numberlefs 
complaints, and then accufe me of delay or 
negligence, if you have the heart. If ever 
you have any idea of machinery for the Epi- 
logue, let me know it in time, and the day 

(d) In the Paris Edit, of Metaftafio's Works, 1755, 
the feveral dramas that are priated twice over, were al- 
tered to oblige Farinelli, for the royal theatre at Madrid. 
To the title of each of thefe, Calfabigi added the words, 
Corretto daW Jutore. Since thefe alterations have been 
publifhed, they have been generally adopted by compofcrs, 
in new fetting thefe dramas. 

for 
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for which it is defigncd, that I may fend you 
the words. 

When I have finifhed Adriano, I fhall 
again think of the Fejlarella, or little enter- 
tainment which you wifti. 1 fay that I (hall 
again think of it; as in the midft of all my 
fufferings I have always had it in mind, 
though no idea occured which pleafed me. 
Thefe little baubles are more difficult, with 
refpeft to invention, than great. If you 
wifh to have this aifertion proved, pray re- 
collect that among the old operas, though 
there are a few that are fufFerable, yet in the 
whole number of ancient theatrical pieces, 
there is not one Serenata, Entertainment, or 
Oratorio, that is tolerable. I have an odd 
thought ill digefted, of a poffibility of writ- 
ing two parts that would fuit the Mingotti 
and the Cajielli. But at prefent I drive it 
from my thoughts, as 1 fhould a temptation, 
left it fliould confound my ideas. Stript 
as Adriano will be, I ftiall apply to myfelf in 
accommodating it : in quantum Metajiajiana 

fragilitas patitur. 

By comparing your fufferings with mine, 
you afford me no kind of comfort, ; I know 
that the refemblance is lympathetic ; but 
with regard to health, I wifh our circum- 

^ 3 fiances 
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fiances to be as dlflxmularas poflible. My 
patience is not fufficient to bear your fuffer- 
ings as well as my own. Therefore get 
well as faft as you can, as I am unable to 
turn your illnefs to any account. But, good 
God ! while there are lb many idle people 
who can come into the world merely to ma- 
nure the earth, and to whom the occupa- 
tion of a little bad health would be an in- 
terefting amufement; why are fo many ho- 
neft men to be tormented* by it, who have 
employments that are ufeful to fociety ? But 
we muft not pry into the arcana of Provi- 
dence. 

Your Didone, yours as my twin, and 
yours as being fo advantageoufly transformed 
by you, has had as great fuccefs at Vienna 
as at Madrid. It has been much talked of, 
and is ftill in every one's mouth ; imagine 
then, whether on thefe occafions, your name 
is forgotten. In Semiramide you will have 
an opportunity of difplaying to the world 
your magnificent ideas, worthy of the fo- 
vereigns who know your worth. 

Do you adore our royal patronefs, who 
are happily placed fo near her, as I do on 
the banks of the Danube, and as (he ought 
to be adored by all living creatures. Tell 
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her that I am more proud of her approbation 
than of that of the age we live in, or of all 
the ages to come. You will not allow me 
to afcribe all this fhower of favours to your 
influence ; let me, however, owe its conti- 
nuance to your benignant profperity, and 
take all poflible care, that my want of fuf- 
ficient merit to deferve it, does not tranfpire. 
1 know how little a thing I am, and dread 
the confequence of my royal protectors 
knowing as much. ■ 

I entreat you to fay for me, to the moft 
refpecled and worthy count Migazzi, all 
that efteem, love, and reverence, kneaded 
together, can fuggeft. The countefs d'Al- 
than has already read the chapter concern- 
ing him, and is never fatiated with admir- 
ing your incomparable heart, who thus re- 
member your valuable friends, even amidfl 
the tumultuous favours of fortune. 

This letter is an anfwer to two of yours 
which arrived at eight days diftance from 
each other, one from the chancellor of our 
court, and the othet from Melfrs.Schmitmer. 
I did not immediately anfwer the firft, be- 
caufe I wifhed to accompany my anfwer 
with Semiramide, which I lhall confign to 
the care of Sig. Azlor, in a few minutes. 

Vol. ii. 0 AacJ 
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And now adieu. If you wifli my health, 
take care of your own : and believe that 
there is no living creature who loves you 
more than I do. 

Vienna, December 16, 1752. 



We (hall now return to our Poet's corref- 

1 

pondence with his friend Sig. Filipponi at 
Turin, to whom only two letters of the year 
1752, have been preferved. 

LETTER XV. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

I sent you long ago, by means of our 
friend count Canale, my Eroe Cine/e 9 which 
you have doubtleft read and examined. You 
muft have obferved, that to avoid the fim- 
plicity of II Re Pa/lore, it was neceffary to 
have recourfe to more complication and or- 
nament; whether thefe fpring from proba- 
bility, whether they fufficiently keep the 
mind of the fpeftators in fufpence till the „ 
cataftrophe, and whether the unities are pre- 
ferved inviqlate, notwithstanding the conti- 
nual change of fortune, belongs to fuch as 
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you to determine. Here the piece has pro* 
duced all the effefl I had promifed myfelf ; 
but performed by four beautiful ladies, what 
opera would not be praifcd up to the! flcies* 

I am glad to hear again of this Sig. Rabj, 
and wifh him good luck with his edition; but 
you have not told me what fize and letter 1 
he has chofen. This filence makes' me feaf 
"that the fize will be duodecimo* and the let- 
ter of the minute and microfcopic fe6t, in-* 
vented by modern bookfellers for the bene- 
fit of opticians. But enough of this : I fhall 
fufpend my inveftive, till the promifed fpe- 
cimen arrives. 

My refpeds to the amiable prieftefs ; let 
me hear from you and her, take care o( 
your health, and believe me, &c* 

» 

Vienna^ June Si l 7S 2 * 

LETTER XVI. 

TO THE SAME* 

■ 

Otf r friendfhip is at the proof, for negli- 
gence on both fides* I have pardoned your 
rheumatifm, and now you have to pardon 
the date of this letter* It tells you I am in 
Moravia, and I add, that I have been there ' 
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fix weeks in the hands of tyrants, who allow 
' me no other liberty than to grow fat, and 
divert myfelf. What mifery! Even this 
anfwer is contraband, under heavy penalties; 
but there is no rifle to which I would not ex- 
pofe myfelf for your fake. Curfe on fuch 
hafte ! faid the Tortoife tumbling down the 
hill which he had been twenty years climb- 
ing. You think perhaps, that I allude to 
Sig. Rabj — Oh what a miftake! Heaven 
keep me from imitating my executioners. 

So the pious prieftels has made" a Nun? 
Oh what a bleffing ! All breathes devotion 
around you. I recommend myfelf to the 
prayers of your whole family ; and, not 
longer to prophane them, I embrace you and 
conclude. ' s 

Train, Sep. 16, 1752* 



Several of Metaftafio's letters to anony- 
mous correfpondents are infertcd in the col- 
leftion, to fome of which there are no dates; ^ 
but the following, by internal marks, feem 
to have been written about 1 752 or 53. 

■ 
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LETTER XVII. 

TO A GENTLEMAN OF MODENA, 

It is extremely difficult to imagine greater 
politenefs or generolity, than that of doing 
any one a favour, and then, in the moft 
grateful manner poffible, thanking the perfon 
on whom it is conferred, for having received 
it. This is exa6Hy the cafe with you, Sir, 
who, after having favoured me with your 
company, and not only tolerated but court- 
ed my importunity, treat me, in your moft 
obliging letter of the 20th inft. as if the 
debt of gratitude were not mine, but, on the 
contrary, wholly yours. If, after your de- 
parture, you had heard my opinions in all 
converfation, but particularly with the moft 

worthy countefs concerning your 

politenefs, complaifance, and all the pro- 
ductions of your rare and happy genius, 
which we have had the good fortune to ad- 
mire ; it might have convinced you, in fpite 
of your extraordinary modefty, that the ob- 
ligations arG certainly all on our fide, in every 
particular. If, however, you ftiould ftill 
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have your doubts, we beg of you to return, 
and difpute the point with us in perfon ; and 
we (hall then avail ourfelves of your good., 
nefs in furnilhing new claims, to oblige you 
to accept of the beft teftimonies we can give 
of our admiration and gratitude, I*i the 
mean time, receive this letter with the unite4 
compliments of the lady mentioned above, 
in teftimony of the regard of, &c f 

X * 

LETTER XVIU, 

TO THE SAME. 

J perceive it is your benignant inten? 
tion, Sir, that I fhould terminate the year 
with fuch fatisfa&ion and pleafure, as I 
could not flatter mylelf without preemp- 
tion, by putting me in pofleffion of the ex- 
cellent letter which you have deigned tq 
write to me ; for which, killing the han4 , . 
whence it flowed, I render my molt 
humble thanks for the honour conferred 
upon me. I have a due fenfe of the obliga- 
tion I owe to my friends and patrons, for the 
favourable light in which they have placed 
me in your eyes, and (hall always try not 
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to difgrace their recommendation, or make 
you repent the having known me s 

At prefent, I fhall neither fend you the 
Drama nor Sonnet, which I promifed, as 
neither is fufficiently polifhed for your in- 
fpedlion ; but you will hardly find, whenever 
they come, any marks w orthy of a man in 
commerce with the Mufes. A thoufand 
complaints, followed by a terrible cold, 
have fo much dimini(hed my ftrength, and 
debilitated my mind, that all my produc- 
tions muft of courfe be languid. Bear with 
them, however, fuch as they are, aud believe 
me, &c. 

LETTER XIX. 

TO THE SAME MODENESE GENTLEMAN, 

AT PARIS. 

I never thought that my litttle poem could 
arrive at fuch honour and happinefs, as to 
make me envy its fate. The being in every 
hand and every mouth in Italy ; the having 
been fo often on the * ftage, in the princi- 

* It does not appear what little Poem is here meant ; 
His celebrated Canzonet, La Liberta y never was, or 
could be brought on the ftage, but as a fingle fong, 
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pal cities ; the having fo rapidly patted over 
mountains and feas : the becoming fo dear, 
and familiar to the mod diftant kingdoms, as 
already to fpeak their language; and pene- 
trating thofc famous regions of the ocean 
into which the world is faid'to be divided, to 
have had the honour of being printed there, 
of being heard on their ftage and applauded 
by the people ; all thele great and exceffrve 
diftindtions would not have excited in me fo 
much envy, as the information you give me, 
that my little Poem is become the delight 
of the moft beautiful, exalted, and relpeft- 
ablc ladies of France. I have always wifh- 
ed extremely to vifit a kingdom fo great, 
fo warlike, powerful, noble, and marvellous; 
but now I confels nryfelf fo much affe6ted 
by aq invitation from (uch a worthy patron, 
and from ladies whom I fo much admire and 
venerate, that being neither able to tolerate, 
or gratify my exceffive longing, it is con- 
verted into pain. If the diftance from 
Vienna to Paris were not fo great, I (hould 
certainly venture to undertake the journey ; 
but, my dear Sir, I am already old, or (to 
flatter my felf) I may fay, that I am no 
longer young. And to undertake fo long a 
journey with fuch a weight of years, requires 

neceffity, 
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neceffity, not amufement. I have not fuf- 
ficient ftrength to go and return. In fhort, 
it appears that I am no longer fit for fuch 
journeys, and the lefs fo, as I have no time 
to lofe. May you, Sir, who are fo able to 
enjoy the pleafures of fo great a kingdom 
with honour and delight, manifeft your own 
worth, and receive the homage of fo fplen- 
. did a Court and Sovereign; and above all, 
of thofe moft beautiful and gracious ladies, 
in whofe fervice nothing remains for me to 
do, but to reverence them here, and to 
thank both them and you moft humbly, for 
deigning to think of me in the midft of the 
numerous obje&s with which you are fur- 
rounded. 

* 

LETTER XX. 

TO THE SAME, AT MODENA. 

I received your letter of the 26th of 
laft month, written in the midft of .the * 
tumults of the Carnival, and your own 
affairs. » " 

You feem defirous of knowing my opinion 
of the mer^t of your Bifliop (e). The fub- 

(f) Monfignore Sabbatini. 

limity 
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limity of his genius equals the profundity of 
-his learning, and the amplitude of his eru- 
dition qorrefponds with his felicity of feizj- 
ing and illuitrating the raoft abftrufe and 
difficult fubje&s. The hooks and paftoral 
letters which he has compofed, are fufficiently 
rich in facred and profane learning, to make 
comprehend the excellence and extent of 
his ideas. All Italy h^s confefled, that in his 
'firft employment of minifter, as he had 
wholly merited the confidence of his fove- 
reign, fo in the fccond, of Bifliop, he had moft 
worthily fulfilled every part of his miniltry. 
His fermons and writings ferve as flaipbeaux 
to thofe who wander in darknefs and igno- 
rance, in (hewing them the way of falva- 
tion. I fhall not mention to you the eafe 
with which he has traverfed Parnaflus. I. 
ftiall only pray to God that the fruits of his 
greater labours may eucreafe the happinefs 
of his flock, in proportion to their ex- 
cellence. . 

LETTER XXI, 

TO THE SAME, 

I return you, my moft refpefted Count, 
the Treatife of M. Pequet, on the duties of a 

mmifter, 
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ininifterof ftate, which you were fo oblig- 
ing as to lend me. I have attentively perufed, 
and found it extremely worthy of the praifes 
with w r hich you have honoured it. It is in- 
deed, fomewhat lefs ample than it mould 
have been. But whoever would build on 
this foundation, might find a very excellent 
. plan, and materials fpr conftrucling a moft 
perfect: edifice. But this brevity which ii> 
every other part of the work is innocent, feems. 
reprehenfible, when he comes to treat of the 
fincerity and good faith of a Minuter. The 
author juft hints at their utility, but fo flighu 
Jy, that he leaves mo in doubt whether he 
thought them fuperfluous or impracticable. 
Jn the falfe reafoning of fliort-fighted men, 
utility always takes place of honefty, as if 
they could be feparated : but after the Flo- 
rentine Secretary, (Macchiavel) has elevated 
vice into a fcience, this principle, no lefs 
falfe than mifchievous, which he almoft 
juftifies, is become the myfterious doctrine of 
the cabinet. All the pretende4 proteftations 
of good faith, are now only ufed to deceive 
and impofe on the credulous fimplicity of 
lis the poor prophane, and are of no more 
Value, than the proteftations of fervitude and 

obedience, 
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obedience, which wc every day indifcrimi- 
nately uie in mere civility. 

Now it feems to me, as if it \yould be no 
difficult talk to demonftrate, for the intereft 
of fbciety, and even of thefe falfe reafoners 
themfelves, that, the ufeful is conjiantly infepa- 
rable from the boneft. particularly in the con- 
duB of grave and public affairs. And I feel 
the truth of this axiom fo forcibly, that I 
fhould not del'pair of proving it to any one, 
not 'wholly initiated in political myfteries. 
What, for example^ mould we have to 
oppofc to any one who reafoned in the fol- 
lowing manner? An* artful and infmcere 
minifter, would find it impoffible to conceal 
his fraudulent character, from the very na- 
ture of falfehood, which is fo incompatible 
with an infinite number of circumftances 
belonging to truth, that if they were capa- 
ble of being mafked, it is impoflible for them 
all to be forefeen by the human mind. 

A minifter detected in falfehood, injures 
its Prince, the public, and himfelf He in- 
jures himfclf, becaufe a prince of moderate 
underftanding, will never confide in a mi- 
. nifter for operations which can be effecled 
by other means. The fpur for ferving him 
well, and the bridle for not betraying him, 

woul4 
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Would no longer fubfift. He will injure 
public affairs, as he will have more chicane 
to guard againft : for every one will think 
himfelf authorized to cheat a knave. And 
he will likewife injure them from his want 
of weight and credit, which will retard their 
courfe, and fometimes totally flop all treaty. 
Contra6ts will either not be made, or if 
concluded after a long and tedious negocia- 
tion, the bufinefs will be tranfacled with a 
veteran negociater accuftomed to fell brafi 
for gold. And, finally, it will be mifchievous 
to his Prince, not only from the difficulty of 
treating above mentioned, but becaufe it is 
very natural for the fraudulent dealings of 
the minifler, to be the confequence of orders 
received from the Prince. A difcredit which 
will operate in the fame manner upon other 
Princes, as the minifter's bad chara&er upon 
other minifters. 

This, and other more clear and clofe rea- 
foiling, amply extended in all its parts, and 
enforced frequently by pafTa'ges and examples 
from the ltioft refpe&able ancient and mo- 
dern authors, if not fufficient to eradicate fuch 
a vice, would probably prevent it from being 
fo frequently pra&ifed without (hame or re- 
morfe. You are certainly furnilhed with 

4 talents, 
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talents, learning, and experience, fufficient 
for fuch a laudable undertaking ; and it is 9. 
fpecies of duty incumbent on you, to fupply 
the public in writing, with the theory of thofe 
truths which you have fo long pra6Hled. 

At my return to Vienna, I fhall prefs you 
fo much to this undertaking, that in order to 
avoid teazing, you will at length gratify my 
wifhcs. 

Vienna, O&ober 5, 1752. 



Antoine Pecquet, author of the work of 
which Metaftatio has been fpeaking, was 
Grand-mafter of the Ponds and Forefts of 
Rouen, and fuperintendant of the military 
fchool. He died in 1762, at 58. He was 
a man of a very cultivated mind, which he 
confecrated to politics, philofophy, and li- 
terature. His works confiit of an Analyfis 
of the Spirit of Laws, 3 vol. i2mo. 1757. 
The Forejl Laws of * France, 2 vol. 4to. 1753* 
The Art of Negotiating. Thoughts on Man. 
An EJfay on the Employments of Time. Pa- 
rallel of the Heart, the Mind, and good Senfe. 
He tranflated the Pajlor fdo of Guarini. 
The Amintas of Taflb. The Arcadia of San- 
nazarius, and his verfions are read with 

pleafure. 
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pleafure. The remarks which Metaftafio 
made on his duties of a minifter, may not 
be thought deep, by profound and fubtil po« 
liticians ; but they will be admired by plain 
honeft people, for the re&itude and purity 
of their morality. 
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SECTION II. 

« 

T he firfl letter which was written by Me- 
taftafio, to any of his correfpondents in 1753, 
feems to have been the following : 

■ 

LETTER I. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

Your very dear letter of the 10th of Ja- 
nuary, which was lent by the courier, has 
been more than a month on the road. I 
am unable to folve the enigma. I know 
that Count UfFeldt, a very exa6t man, did 
not fend it to me till yefterday. But I have 
no time at prefent, for examining the pro- 
bable motives for its detention, as I am 
running to Court : and I have only this mo- 
ment to ahfwer you. , 

After I had done revifing the two Operas 
which I forwarded to you, I refted a few 
days ; and then tried to de velope the half 
explained ideas of the entertainment which 

you 
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ydu defire. I have, at length, arranged 
them in my head, not without calling on 
St. Anthony, and again refting myfelf; but, 
in order that I might not have them to feek 
again, I threw them rough upon paper. 
When I was upon the point of delineating 
the entire plan, without which I never lay 
the foundation of any ftru&ure, behold ! 
there comes an order from Court, for a little 
Polyphemic Cantata, for two voices. This 
terminated, a thoufand others began to ger- 
minate. But to fay the truth, all together 
are not worth a fig, as their prefcnt form is 
only fuited to a mafquerade : fcmetimes a 
Jittle ftrophe to be lung, as an introdu&ion 
to a dance ; fometimes as a complimentary 
Epilogue to a Comedy ; but the Carnival is 
long, the Imperial family, thank God, nu- 
merous, and if all thefe pickings at me are 
not fufficient to afflid me much, they oc- 
cupy my thoughts at leaft, and cheat me of 
them, rather than engage them. But do 
not be frightend at this, however. I am fo 
eager to ferve you, and the characters of the 
two women that I have imagined, pleafe me 
fomuch, that next week I am determined, 
at all events, to begin to heat the iron. If 
I am plagued with any further commiflions, 

VOL II. E I Will 
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I will employ the time I ought for them, 
and for you what I can. 

I have not yet delivered your letter to 
Porpora, nor (hall I, till I can at the fame 
time furnifli him with work. I am fearful 
that he will be talking of it, and excite a 
general curiofity throughout the city, as is 
the cafe whenever I am writing. I have 
my reafons for avoiding this buftle, particu- 
larly in working for a foreign court .A thing 
which has not happened before, for two and 
twenty years. 

You a6l prudently, according to your cuf- 
tom, in having fomething ready in cafe of 
failure : my uncertain health, the manner 
in which I am circumftanced : the fluggifh- 
nefs of Porpora : the uncertainty after being 
idle fo long, of his fulfilling your ideas: 
fome (inifter delay of the poft in fo long a 
journey, and a thoufand other unforfeen ac- 
cidents might overfet an unthinking being, 
but not fach a one as my dear Gemello, 
who thinks of and provides for every thing. 

Adieu : I have now with me draughtfmen 
and taylors, in order to transform my ferene 
Arch-dutcheffesinto Amazons, and the Arch- 
duke into a Grecian pri loner. In the midft 
of all your hurries, love me, as much as 1 

love 
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love you, in fpite of fo indifcreet and in- 
tolerable a diftance. 

Vienna, February 15, 1753. 

Letter ii. 

■ 

TO THE SAME. 

By dint of perfeverance, I have at lertgth* 
thank heaven, accomplifhed my defign. The 
day before yefterday I wrote the final chorus, 
and gave to my labours the laft paternal be- 
nediftion* But the having finiflied is not 
my greateft comfort ; it is the fancying that 
what I have done, is the leaft imperfect of 
all my works* You will fee comprefled in 
a fingle aft, emotions, events, and paffions, 
abundantly fufficient to fill up the time of a 
long drama* The fubjeft is uncommon ; 
there is novelty in the charafters* They 
weep without being theatrical, and laugh 
without buffoonery : in fhort, if felf-love 
does not wholly blind me, the compofition, 
confidering the ftate of my head, is fuch as I 
could hardly promife myfelf, and fhews 
plainly, that the beneficent Deity of the 
Manzanare has not denied me her influence. 

• E 2 But 

t * 
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But, alas ! a* nothing is to be perfed itt 
this vale of tears, an accident has happened , 
which has very much imbittered the joy I 
had in ferving you fo well, and in fuch good 
time. When I had half done my work, and 
was thinking of communicating to our Por- 
pora the fecret, and giving him fome of the 
words to let, this fame Porpora, who not- 
withftanding his age, has, in general, the 
health of a Jefiiit ; at the very moment I 
Wanted him, was feized with a violent cold 
and fever, and what is worfe, with a ftrong 
apprehenfion of dying ; this not only wholly 
deprived him of the power of prefect appji* 
cation, but threatened a very long illnefs. 
Grieved at this unexpe&ed inconvenience, 
I withheld my fecret, and propofed to my- 
lelf the waiting for his recovery. But in- 
going home, and revolving matters in my 
thoughts, I found that by the leaft loft of 
time, it would be morally impoflible for the 
entertainment to arrive at Madrid fooa 
enough for the deftined day of performance. 
I had thoughts of fending you the word* 
without mufic ; but oil a fecond perufal of 
your letter, I faw that you had excluded that 
meafure, by pointing out the impracticability, 
after fo long a journey as from Germany ta 

Spain,, 
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Spain, to fend the poem from Spain into 
Italy, to be fet and returned in time for the 
prefent feafon. During thefe agitations, my 
great eagernefs to ferve you fuggefted to me 
a third refolution, which I hope will be ap- 
proved, or at leafl tolerated, as an effe£l of 
my true and fincere zeal. , 

I fent for Sig. Giufeppe Bonno, chamber 
compofer to his Imperial Majefty, a man 
educated in Naples, at the expence of the 
Emperor Charles VI. when it abounded 
with able profeflbrs, of good tafte, and en- 
dowed by nature, with that grace which is 
incompatible with extravagance; and the 
only one in fhort among thofe who are in 
this country, from whom I could reafona- 
bly expedt any thing tolerable, I commu- 
nicated to him the fecret, without mention*- 
ing Porpora, impofing on him profound 
filence ; I confided to him the work, animat- 
ed him with the hopes of acquiring honour, 
and I flatter myfelf that he will fulfil my 
expe&ations, from what I have already heard, 
as lie is far advanced in the undertaking. 

Thus you will have the entertainment 
which I have written, in 'time, and if you 
pleafe, fet to mufic j which will afford you 
tbe fctisfaftion of prefenting a new piece to 

S 3 pup 
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your admirable Sovereign, on the deftined 
day. If the mufic fhould not pleafe you, it 
may be laid afide, and the delay will be no 
more than it would have been had we wait-, 
ed for the recovery of Porpora, The whole 
inconvenience will amount to no more than 
a fmall prefent to Bonno, if his mufic fhould 
not be approved; a prefent indeed which 
will neither ruin the Spanifh monarchy, nor 
make the great heart of my Gemello 
tremble. 

Now this entertainment is finifhed, which 
lay on my mind, I fhall think of the Licen- 
za 9 or complimentary epilogue to Semiramh, 
and of the air which you wifh to change. 
In the mean time, I inclofe for you the 
fcene, and the dreffes of the entertainment, 
for which I give you notice, that there 
will be fome rehearfals necelTary for the 
Recitatives, if you wifh things to go as they 

* 

ought. 

But I can write no more. As foon as the 
mufic is finifhed and tranfcribed, I fhall pack 
up this little drama, and try to get it con^ 
veyed to you with the utmoft i'peed pofiible. 
If I fhould not have hit your tafte, give me 
predit at leaft for ftriving hard to do it, and 
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preferve yourfelf with care for the fake of 
your affe&ionate and conftant friend. 

Vienna, March, 1753, 



LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME. 

By the letter which I received from Ma- 
drid, of the 20th of laft month; chiefly 
written by Sig. Rodolfi, I perceive that you 
wifli to have the court of Apollo for the fub- 
je6l of the Licenza to Semir amide. My wifli 
would be that the Goddefs Iris fhould fpeak, 
and not Apollo ; and by the leaf inclofed, 
read with attention, you will perceive how* 
your thought and mine may be conciliated : 
fo that I fhall dwell no longer on the fubjc£h 
At the fame time, I inclofe the air fubfti- 
tuted inftead of that which begun thus : Io 
leggo in lontananza : and I hope it will not 
pleafe you lefs than the firft. 

I mall write the \vords for the Licenza as 
foon as I h^ve breathed a little : of which I 
have great occafion, 

The mufic of the entertainment is not yet 
terminated : and I impertinently folicit the 
poor compofer every day. In the mean time, 

4 I have 
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I have acquainted Count Azlor of the occa-* 
fion we (hall have for his afliftance in for * 
warding it to you by the firft courier that ftirs. 

I muft beg of you to take care that Porpora 
does not hear of niy packet. You know 
him well enough to be certain that he would 
not eafily liften to reafon. His tongue is 
flippant, I am delicate : and ftiould be forry 
if my impatience to ferve you, fhould bring 
on an unplealant difcuffion. My hypondriac 
fufFerings are in great want of peace and 
tranquillity. 

I have pubUfhed in every converfation, 
your exceflive gratitude for the gracious 
prefent from my moft auguft fovereign, 
and it is impoffible but fhe muft have 
heard of it by this time. I rejoice with my 
dear Gemello at the honour this will refleft 
upon his character. Thefe are illuftrious 
occafions which will manifeft it to the whole 
world. . Not a Spaniard comes hither of 
whom I do not inftantly enquire after you ; 
and all fpeak the fame language to me : 
that your munificent fovereign's love of you, 
might have been the effe£i of good fortune ; 
but to have acquired the love of the whole 
nation, muft infallibly have been your own 
work. God blefs you, and preferve you as. 
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you are, and what all thofe who have the 
confidence of monarchs ftiould be. 

Vienna, March 24, 1753. 

My packet is directed to you, and contains 
my original tranfeript of the entertainment ; 
the original fcore of the mufic, a letter 
from me and a plan of the machinery for 
the Licenza to Semiramis, with a copy of 
the words. 

I have heard' the airs at the harpfichord, and 
am much pleafed, particularly with that for 
Sylvia ; and have great hopes that it will 
likewife have your approbation. Adieu, my 
fczx Gemello, 

Vienna, April 7, 1753, 

LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I wrote two lines in great hafte, merely 
. to accompany the parcel which contains tho 
words and mufic of F Ifila difabitata. Oh, my 
dear Gemello, how have you contrived to be 
an hqneil man, ami<Jft the corruption of the. 
harmonic tribe ? This is one of the circum- 
stances which renders you the moft worthy 
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of admiration. Bonno, the compofer of the 
mufic I fend you, has difappointed me day 
after day, till this moment ; and yet he is 
one of the moft punfhial mafters that I have 
ever known. His indolence has occafioned 
the miffing one courier. But I was deter- 
mined, if poffible, that you fliould have this 
parcel time enough for your feftival, coft 
what it would. I therefore fend it by the % 
poft ; and according to my calculation, you 
will receive it the 29th inftant. There will 
then be a month for ftudying and rehearfing 
the parts. I believe their diftribution was 
pointed out to you before ; however, the 
repetition will coft but little: 

Costanza La Slgnora Afingotfi 
Silvia La Signer a Cajlelli 
Enrico // Soprano (f) 
Ger nando Panzaccbi, 

This laft cannot well be changed. To 
reprefent the hulband, he ought of courfe to 
be a tenor. 

(J) It does not appear who was the principal male So-, 
prano at this time, in the fervice of the court of Spain, 
Panzacchi, a tenor of confiderable merit, I met with at 
Munich, in 1772. His voice was not of the firft clafs, 
but his knowledge, tafte, and expretfion, were excellent, 
Mingotti came hither firfr in 1754.J immediately from 
Spain. See German Tour y and HijL Mu/icy vol. iv, 

I recom-r 
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I recommend to you to have the recitative 
rehearfed, and to infpire a little innocence 
into the Caftelli, at leaft during the time of 
reprefentation. Salute her in my name, and 
tell her to difTemble her malice, for my fake, 
if fhe has any. 

I fend you at the fame time, the words of 
the Licenza to Semiramis, and an explana- 
tion of the machinery, as it fhould appear 
in the printed book. And now I have ful- 
filled all your commands, 

/ 

LETTER V, 

■ 

TO THE SAME. 

Last week I received a very fatlsfaflory 
letter from you, which was merely an an- 
swer to mine : hence, in expectation of 
another, I waited ere I anfwered this, in 
order to fave you trouble. This week I re- 
ceive another, dated the 20th of laft month, 
in which there are replies, propofals, and 
commiffions : and here I fliall try to fatisfy 
you in every point. 

In the firft place, I inclofe you, a new Li- 
cenza, which I produced vefterday in a mi- 
raculous manner, during the moft cruel 

nervous 
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nervous fufferings. You certainly remem- 
ber the fable which fuppofes that when Her* 
cules was conceived, the Sun flood ftill, and 
lengthened the night : and this being pre- 
mifed, I hope you will find the idea of the 
Licenza not unworthy of the fubjeft. 

The fame machinery will do for this as 
for the court of Apollo ; but it muft be re- 
^ membered, that in the firft Licenza Apollo 
ipoke, as condu&or of the mufes ; and in 
this, only as condu&or of the day ; and on 
this account, I never call him Apollo, but 
merely Sol. For which reafon, I wifh you 
to take away from his attendants, the inftru- 
ments which were probably afligned to them, 
that they may pafs for the attendant hours 
neceflary in this new Licenza. The change 
is fo inconfiderable, that it will be fcarce 
perceptible ; and if you are unwilling to 
adopt it, need not even be made. What 
pity it is that I was not born a female ! ca,n 
poetical docility go further ? But who could 
refift a fellow twin ? 

Vienna, May 19, 1753, 

The Licenza mentioned here, is inferted 
fit the end of the preceding letter, and is dif- 
ferent from that which is printed at the end 
of the opera of Semiramide y correSted by the 

Author^ 
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Author, in the fifth volume of Calfabigft 
edition of Metaftafio's works, Paris, 1755* 
Though this, as well as the other, turns 
upon hyperbolical compliments to Ferdinand 
VI. yet, as it feems not to have had admif- 
fion among his dramatic pieces, the reader 
fhall be prefented with a copy of it here, as 
a fupplement to the letter in which it was 
inclofed. 

L I C E N Z A. 

Lo fo : tacete, Ore feguaxi : al corfi 
Voi nCaffrettatt in van : dal ciel§ Ibir* 
Ncn fperate cb'io parta In Ji gran giorn*. 
So ben eke il mio ritorno 
Dell 'oppofto emisfero 
Cid Vinquieto abitator fofpira: 
S$ cbe gid defto ammirtt 
Voftinata fua notte ; il pertinace 
Scintillar delle Stelle> e la dimora 
Bella for da a' fuoi voti infida aurora* 
Ma il foffra in pace : e penfi 
Ch'oggi nafce un Fernando. Antica in cieU 
SoUnne legge e quefte. 
Perche nafcan gli Alcidi, il Solfarrejla. 

Ma d'efer non pretenda 
Eguale al Nume I/pant 

Benche PEroeTebano 
Pur nCarrefto cofi* 

La differenza intenda 
Chi dilatar mi vide 

La notte per Alcide 
Ma per Fernando il di* 

Ma &C4 

Licenza, 
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^Licehza^ or complimentary epilogue In* 
tended for the opera of Semiramis, when 
brought on the ftage at the court of Spain* 
by Farinelli, 1753, 

Apollo speaks. 

I know it well : filence ye hafty hours 

In vain ye prefs me to purfue my courfe. 

Think not that I fhall quit the Iberian fliorc, 

Precipitate on this illuftrious day. 

Th* impatience of the other hemifphere 

I know, each chill'd inhab'tant awakes 

And wonders lingering night fo long remains. 

While pertinacious ftars ftill fparkle round 

And make Aurora deaf to all their prayers. 

But let them patient bear the tranfient ill, 

And know that this aufpicious day 

Produced a Ferdinand, 

But when the great Alcides firfl had birth, 

Whofe deeds from monfters was to free the earth, 

I ftopt my courfe~Be ftill ye diftant climes, 

'Tis the celeftial law of ancient times. 

Though at the Theban heros' birth 
Icheck'd my fiery fteeds, 
The Spanifh chiefs fuperior worth 
A different homage needs. 

Great Jove himfelf I fure fhall pleafe 
By zeal I now difplay : 
I night prolong'd for Hercules, 
For Ferdinand the day. 

3 LET- 
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LETTER VI. 

■ 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI, 

If I had been a prophet as well as a poet, 
I fhould have predi&ed lb happy a reception 
to my little piece, as to have called it rather 
the fortunate, than the desert island. 
The magnificent recompence which it has 
procured me, fo far furpafles its intrinlic 
worth, that I find much more difficulty in 
framing proper thanks, than in bringing it 
forth. 

You from whofe kind and friendly hands 
the royal munificence palfes into mine, mull 
affift me in this dilemma : and humbly offer 
for me at the foot of the throne, thofe juft 
fentiments of refpedt, reverence, and grati-r 
tude, which eagerly rife in fuch crowds froip 
my heart, that neither the tongue nor the pen 
can give them utterance. You who have 
not only long known, but been in poffefliou 
of my heart, can be anfwerable for the truth 
of thefe exprefiions ; and accuftomed as you 
are to neglefii yourfelf for the advantage of 
others, do you procure me the continuance 

Pf 
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of a patronage which will do me fo much 
honour in the eyes of all Europe. 

It was wife in you to provide rrte fo light 
a waiftcoat. You forefaw that the weight 
of royal favour would have made me fweat 
even under the bear's tail. I am extremely 
obliged to you for fo ufeful and friendly a 
thought, in which you are difcoverable, 
though mafqued. 

I have been prefent at Aranjuez all 
the time I was reading your letter. The 
minute, ample, clear and lively defcription 
which you have given me of this feftival, 
has tranfported me into Spain. I have feen 
the theatre, the fhips, the embarkation, the 
enchanted palace ; I have heard the trills of 
my incomparable Gemello (g) ; and have 
venerated the royal a(pe6t of your divinities. 
This affe&ionate attention in making me a 
gueft, as much as was pofiible at fuch a dis- 
tance, in this delicious Iberian magnificence, 
and with fo much trouble to yourfelf, 
awakens tender reflexions on the ftability of 
your matchlefs friendfhip, and binds you to 
my heart with ftronger claims than ever. 

(g) This clears up the difficulty of naming the firft So* 
prano to whom the part of Enrico was afligncd. 

The 
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The Marquis del Paolo has written a very 
long letter to his brother at Vienna, in which 
he only fpeaks of you. He is charmed, 
aftonifhed, and confufed, at the polite recep- 
tion which you have given him on my ac- 
count. Imagine to yourfelf how I rauft 
have been affe&ed by thefe conftant, amia- 
ble, and indubitable, proofs of your partial af- 
fe&ion for me. Where is the wonder, that you 
fliould become the delight of this generous 
and enlightened nation ? I defy Envy her- 
lelf, not to deteft her own chara&er, in con- 
templating yours. Heaven preferve you for 
the delight of your fovereigns, the fervice of 
your friends, and the juftification of fortune ; 
who, by your fingle example, may defend 
herfelf fufficiently from all former accufa- 
tions. 

I rejoice that the Counts Valmerana go 
on fo well ; and rejoice the more, at their good 
fortune being derived from you. I have not 
the honour to know them ; and my zeal for 
their fervice is the child of the Venetian Am- 
baflador, who entreated me to recommend 
them. I have told fo many people that I 
have an affe&ion for you, and you haye faid 
to fo many others, that you have a regard for 
me, that at prefent every body knows it. 

vol. ii. f Hence 
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Hence it is, that I am fo continually befiegecl 
by perfons who wifh me to pefter you with 
recommendations. I defend myfelf from 
thefe attacks like a lion ; and yet there are 
cafes in which it is impoffible to drive it into 
fome people's heads, that two lines of recom- 
mendation cannot be refufed without rudenefs 
and inhumanity. Now in fuch ftreights it 
is neceflary, th$t we fhould agree not to re- 
gard every letter as a draught on friendftiip, 
which mull be paid by trouble and inconve- • 
nience, any more than we mean to wear 
the livery of every owl to whom we fay, 
your fervant. Whenever you fhall ferioufly 
permit me to make ufe of your friendfhip, I 
will advertife you of it in a confidential let- ' 
tpr 5 and without this previous advice, I en- 
treat you not to regard my recommendations 
as transfers of your friendfhip : otherwife I 
fhall be full of remorfe, and think myfelf im- 
portunate, to the perfon in the world whofe 
kindriefs I fhould be moft unwillingly to abufe* 
I have told Bonno that his mufic fucceed- 
ed, without entering into other circumftan- 
ces, which >yould perhaps have mortified him* 
If ever he fhould hear any thing of its mif- 
carriage, I fhall then explain the fads, and 
convince him, that neceffity, not disapproba- 
tion, 
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tion, occafioned the variation which hap- 
pened. In the mean time, I am unwilling 
to apply the remedy before the difeafe is felt. 

I do not mean to exaft from you the 
fmalleft facrifice in behalf of the Duke di 
fanta Elifabetta. I mentioned him to you 
without a fecond intention. This nobleman 
has long refided at Vienna. He, was fre- 
quently at the Countefs SAkharCs. converfa- 
'zioni ; is very ftudious, and particularly fond 
of poetry. Hence, by means of talking 
much together, we acquired a kihd of fami- 
liarity. This made me remember to men- 
tion him to you, when I found he was going 
to Madrid ; not without a little of that envy 
which I feel for all thofe who have the hap- 
pinefs to fee and embrace you. But put no 
kind of violence on your inclination ; do by 
him juft as you would, if I had never men- 
tioned him to you ; as I have abfolutely no 
other wifh, than that of leaving my incom- 
parable Gemello to his inclinations. 

Your laft letter found me in an epheme- 
ral fever, which obliged me to keep the 
houfe for fbme days, and prevented me from 
anfwering you as foon as I wifhed. Thank 
heaven I am now better, but the poor head 
ftill protefls againft hard labour. Be thank- 
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ful for this, if I do not plague you much 
longer to-day : as, according to my prefent 
humour, you would not otherwife have come 
off fo eafily. 

Adieu, therefore, for this time. I do not 
entreat your love : as after fuch certain and 
frequent proofs, it would be ingratitude to 
doubt of it. But I beg you, however, to 
believe, that my gratitude, friendfhip, and 
affe6tion for you, exceed all bounds; and 
that with an unexampled conftancy, I (hall 
be eternally yours. 

t 

LETTER VII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Though I refpeft your occupations, and 
try, as much as poflible, to avoid the de- 
corous title of tirefbme ; Yet I cannot refrain, 
every now and then, from giving you a 
tranfient embrace* at leaft. Juft to awaken 
in you the idea of our tender friendfhip. 
■ This temptation is conftant ; but it is en- 
creafed to a moft violent degree, when any 
one either fpeaks or writes to me about you. 
This fame Duke di fanta Elifabetta, has 
talked fo much to me of your being juftly 
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adored by the Spanifh nation, and of your 
affe&ion for me, that, though I knew thefe 
particulars perfeftly before, yet I want to 
hear them repeated every inftant . Circum- 
ftanced as you are, to have converted into 
love, that malignant fermentation which 
has contaminated all the poor defendants of 
Adam, with the indigeftion of the unfortu- 
nate apple, is an enterprife which has few 
examples. All the reft may be afcribed to 
fortune ; but this can only have been accom- 
plifhed by yourfelf. I have not now the 
leaft doubt of it : my accounts are too con- 
ftant, numerous, and confident. If they 
are falfc, the whole univerfe mull have con- 
fpired in deceiving me : a thing morally im- 
poffible. 

We fhall here have reprefented at court, 
on St. Therefa's day, my Clemenza di Tito. 
The command from my moft auguft patro- 
nefs, has been fo entirely unexpected, that, 
from the extreme fhortnefs of the time, it 
will be miferably executed. The fingers, 
who have been colledted in eight days, are 
not equal to the enterprife for which they 
are called. They either confift of people 
unknown, or worfe. The Calarini, the 
Marini ? the Ghiringella, the Curioni, Ma* 
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Mariannino, and Ottani, a painter, are the 
heroes and heroines of this feftival (A). The 
compofer is a certain Adolfati, a Venetian, 
fettled at Genoa ; all fruits wholly foreign 
to our climate. I fliall give you no account 
of their fuccefs, becaufe in fuch cafes, every 
one is endowed with the gift of prophecy. 

Previous to this performance, I fhall go 
into the country, to refrelh my Lungs with 
the balfamic air of the mountains of Mora- 
via, in order to fortify my ftomach for the 
dofe. But I Ihould neither have been able 
to hope for a fortunate journey, nor advan- 
tage from my refidence, if I had ftirred with- 
out embracing my dear Gemello, and thank- 
ing him for his partiality to me, which I 
hear from all quarters. You may fafely be- 
lieve that mine is perfectly reciprocal, and 
that I neither will nor can be otherwife than 
yours. 

Vienna, September n, 1753. 

. (/>) The Cafarini was here in 1746, as fecond woman f 
and the Curioni in 1755, as third, and were in no higher 
favour with the Englifli, than with Metafrafio. Of Ot- 
tani fome account is given, in the Italian Mufical Tour f 
art, Turin. 

LET- 
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LETTER VIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I wish to anfwer your letter of the 2 2d of 
laft month, moft amply, with refpeft to 
your indifpofition ; and very briefly, on ac- 
count of my own. But what my poor head 
will fuffer me to do I know not ; fo cruelly 
has it been tormented for thefe four days 
paft, by my ufual tenfion of nerves, which 
irritate me, from time to time, beyond that 
portion of patience with which I am fur- 
niftied for common infults. But you are not 
to blame ; and it is not fair that you fhould 
be punilhed with tirelbme complaints of my 
ailments. What I (peak and write to you, 
my dear friend, is what I think, not what 
I fay ; and I do not write all, left I fhould 
be thought by thofe who are not acquainted 
with me, one of the common worfhippeTs of 
your fortune f which I only love in you, as 
an inftrument, by means of which you dis- 
cover the good qualities of your heart: 
among which I muft, for my own fake, 
enumerate the admirable conftancy of your 
friendfhip. 
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If it is true that you are pleafed at all the 
world knowing it, you may be perfe&ly 
fatisfied : for our reciprocal affe£tion is fb 
public in every parf of Europe, that I am 
perpetually teazed by different people from 
Naples, Rome, Venice, Milan, and a hun- 
dred other parts of Italy and Germany, to 
implore your protection. I am extremely 
flattered by this ; but aflure you, that I fre- 
quently pafs for a mifanthrope, for not add- 
ing my importunities to the too great num- 
ber of thofe with which you muft be con- 
irantly peftered. 

Before I received your minute relation, 
I was informed of the royal pomp and maf- 
terly exaftnefs, with which my Semiramide^ 
thanks to your experience and affiduity, was 
brought on the ftage. I am pleafed, but not 
furprifed ; it is eafy to forefee the reception 
of what you undertake. 

You have treated with Jomelli in your own 
way, and he has fulfilled the articles in his : 
that is to fay, like a blockhead of the firft clafs. 
I pity him ; but his indolence js fo excefliye, 
that it produces all the effe£ts of malice. \ 
fear that fortune will be tired of favouring 
him. God fend he may ever fubdue this in- 
firmity. In the mean time, I applaud your 
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fefolution of never again ufing fo uncertain 
an inftrument. Signora Mingotti will many 
times in her life regret the banks of the 
Manzanare, which (he now fo unadvifedly 
abandons. I believe the facred words nefci- 
tis quid petatis, are particularly applicable to 
* this kind of people. 

I wrote you word fometime ago, that the 
Mattei was a woman not without merit; 
but I did not conceal from you, that I fhould 
have wifhed for a little more dignity in her 
figure and voice. Both are good, but not 
quite fufricient for the firft parts. However, 
fcareity has feconded her pretenfions in Italy. 

I hope Ihe will not have the imprudence 
to overate herfelf in negotiating with you for 
the theatre royal. I am not in a fituation to 
affift you in treating with her, as we are 
not in correfpondence. She has made all 
Italy believe that I was in love with her : a 
falfity which does fuch difcredit to my good 
tafte, has fo much offended me, that I have 
never anfwered the letters fhe has written to 
me, for fear of giving weight to a fable 
which has no foundation in truth. If you 
lhould fee her, you will judge, and do juftice 
to your friend, • 

J (hall 
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I fhall turn the circumcifion of Alexander 
in my thoughts. But my cjear Gemello, 
the enterprifc frightens me ; for this drama 
is all a&ion, not words. The fcenes are fo 
conne&ed, that retrenching any one, would 
diflocate the machine. 

\{^Semiratnh was long, what opera can 
be fhort? However, what is the work 1 
would not undertake to pleafe you-? I mull 
tell you, however, that the obftinate perfe- 
cutions of my head will not permit much 
application. I mould be inconfolable, if I 
afted the part of Jomelli. 

I beg you will prefent my affectionate and 
conftant refpe&s to Monfignof Migazzi, and 
to the Duke of Santa Elizabetta ; I envy you 
their company, as much as I envy them the 
enjoyment of yours. Oh that I could once 
more embrace my dear Gemello ! But how 
I rave ? Thefe are poetical ideas ; and yet 
I will give way to as much hope, as will 
cherifli a wilh of which I would not be de- 
prived. Adieu, my excellent Gemello. Pity 
my head, and believe me, &c. 

P. S. I direfted your letter to our Porfora, 
and he has fent me the inclofed in anfwer, 
without a word to myfelf : and I forward it, 
without another word on the fubjeft. 

11 
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77 Sajfone (Haffe J left this place about two 
months ago. He (poke much to me about 
you, and with that efteem that is your due. 
However, he feemed extremely mortified, 
that you had anfwered none of the letters he 
had written to you. I fuggefted to him, that 
it was likely they had mifcarried, and he 
begged of me to inform you of them. I ful- 
fill my promife to a man who deferves as . 
much confideration for his charader and 
manners, as for his profeffional excellence. 

Vienna, November 30, 1753. 

LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

I have now to anfwer your mod affec- 
tionate letter of the 1 1 th of November, witfy 
which I received a copy of Semiramis, in its 
Spanifti drefs. I thank you for your kind 
attention, and proceed to anfwer your re- 
queft. 

When I wrote Adriano, I tried to make 
the parts of Adriano and Farnajpe as equal 
as poffible ; as well as thofe of Emirena and 
Sabina. Indeed Adriano and Sabinaare, in 
fa6t, the principal charafiers : they form the 
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principal fubjeft of the drama, and their im- 
portance becomes more confiderable, as the 
bufmefs advances. Notwithftanding this, 
from the vivacity of the firft fcenes of Far- 
nafpe, all the fingers have been deceived, and 
have often made me the lame requeft as you 
do at prefent. It leems a matter of choice 
whether Adriano and Sabina, or Farnafpe 
and Emirena, are regarded as the principal 
parts. But in fa6l, Adriano is the title of 
the opera, and between him and Sabina the 
principal bufinefs is tranfa&ed. Emirena is 
only introduced to try the virtue of Adriano, 
who finally vanquifhes himfelf ; and this tri- 
umph of his virtue, is the adtion reprefented. 
The diftribution therefore of the parts, de- 
pending more on policy than fcience, does 
not feem to belong to me ; who not being on 
the fpot, am ignorant of many circumftances 
necefiary to be known, previous to a decifion. 
All I can fay with fincerity is, that if I were 
a firft man finger, I would reprefent the part 
of Adriano, and if a female Siren, it would 
pleafe me more to be a Roman Emprels, 
full of generofity and virtue, than a (lave, 
enamoured like a cat. 

I have already circumcifed the firft adl of 
Alejandro, Oh what a butchery ! I have 
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cut out two hundred and fixty-fix verfes* 
and three airs. My dear Gemello, this mod 
-ungrateful bufinefs mould not have been 
mine. To make one's felf a Eunuch with 
one's own hands, is a facrifice of which 
there are few examples. But it mull be 
done, and I hope the reprefentation will re- 
ceive advantage from it- 

You cannot poffibly wifll more for a new 
opera of my writing, than I to furnifh you 
with one ; and I have it always in my 
thoughts ; but not to tire you with the re- 
petition of all the cock and bull ftories which 
I have formerly told you, I beg of you to re- 
flect, that on the birth-day of my auguft 
miftrefs, there was an opera reprefented here 
at court, and this opera was La Clemenza di 
Tito. This text needs no comment. Addio. 

Vienna, December 15, 1753. 



No more than two letters to his friend 
Filipponi, of this year, have been preferved. 
The firft is not very important; but the 
fecond, which concerns the long meditated 
edition of his works, by Rabj of Turin, will 
furnifli the reader with the author's own 
ideas of all his productions, which were then 
ready for the prefs. 

L E T- 
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LETTER X. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

Your laft letter of the 14th of April, af- 
forded me very great pleafure, like all the 
reft, except that this was rendered unufually 
relifhing, by long fafting from your literary . 
food. There has not been the leaft change 
in my health, either for better or worfe, in 
the courfe of the whole winter, and fpring. 
I have been nearly eight years at war with 
my hypochondriac complaints ; but, in fpite 
of fuch long trials, we have never yet 
found the way to an accommodation. In 
other refpe&s, I eat, deep, and in the midft 
of the moft cruel attacks, put fo good a face 
* on the matter, that I am more regarded 
with envy than pity. The beft of it is, that 
I give myfelf no more trouble in trying to 
get rid of thefe torments, as hope has en- 
tirely left me. I reckon that I (hall have a 
hump-back, which I am difpofed to carry 
patiently, for the reft of my life, with as 
much care and grace as poffible (/). 

(/) Twenty years after "this letter was written, the poet 
was fomewhat curved by age; but his clerical cloak of 
Abate, rendered it very little vifible. 

i I was 
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I wa9 very glad to fee the Italic type of 
your Rabj 9 becaufe it makes me hope that 
the Roman will be as good. Indeed I fhould 
advife him to ufe the latter for the verfe. 
The firft will pleafe learned Italians, but all 
the reft of Europe, particularly the ladies, 
prefer the Roman. I fhall be glad to fee 
a proof ; at all events the edition will be 
feen by our great grand-children, and we 
(hall hear of it in the Ely fian fields. I thank 
you for the beautiful fonnet which you com- 
municated to me, and partake of the pain 
it has coft you ; but we muft not unbind the 
wounds. 

- Vienna, May 7, 1753. 

LETTER XL 

TO THE SAME. 

In fpite of all the eloquence of your ex- 
cellent letter of the 30th of June, I would 
not have you flatter yourfelf that your hy- 
pochondria is worthy of being compared 
with mine; for this plain reafon, that it ad- 
mits of defcription. The complaints which 
honour me with their moft vigilant company, 
difdain the limits of eloquence, unlefs thefe 
evils (hould be like wives, each of whom, 

they 
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they fay is thought by the hufband* more 
tigly than his neighbour's. 

The fpecimen fent me of the type intend- 
ed to be ufed by Sigi Rabj % is entirely to my 
fatisfaclion. I (hall fend him a lift of all 
that I have written, or rather of all that has 
been publiflied fof mine. And he will dis- 
tribute to each volume the operas and dra- 
matic compofitions, as well facred as pro- 
fane, according to the bulk of its contents ; 
which by a mixture of long and ftiort, may 
eafily be rendered uniform* In ftiort, the 
following feems the proper arrangement. 
All the Dramatic poetry, facred and profane, 
long and ftiort, fhould be afligned to the 
firft volumes ; fo that each may contain four 
or five pieces at moft ; mixing Oratorios, oc- 
cafional pieces, or other dramatic compo- 
fitions, fufKcient to render the volume of a 
proportionate fize, without attention to chro- 
nology, which, is of no confequence to the 
author or reader (i). 

(i) Such an attention, however, would hav« been of 
great ufe to a mufical hiftorian, in afcertaining the time 
when a great compofer or finger firft began to flourifh ; 
and in the laft edition of his works, printed at Paris after 
his own memorandums, the time when, as well as occa- 
fion and place where, each of his dramatic pieces was 
firft: performed, have been recorded. 
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After thefe, the Lyric poetry fhoiild have 
J)lace : that is, the Cantatas, Sonnets, and 
Canzonets* And, finally, the pieces which 
have been printed at Venice, by Bettinelli, in 
the third volume of his quarto edition, under 
the title of additions. By thefe are implied 
whatever I wrote at a premature age, or 
rather in my puerile ftate ; as the tragedy of 
Jujiin. Pray defire him to place thefe 
abominable Additions at the end of all the 
rell:, preceded by the Venetian printer's ad- 
vertifement ; with this running title at the 
top of the page ; (like a6t i. aft ii, &c.) 
itl order, when the book is opened by chance, 
that my childifh produ&ions may not be af- 
cribed to mature age. I have reduced into 
a better form, Didone, Adriano y Semir amide ; 
and have added a fourth charadter to the 
Ballo Cinefe. 1 have written a (hort drama 
for Madrid, entitled Vlfola difabitata. I 
have collected my cantatas, and freed them 
from the blunders of the prefs ; adding fome 
inedited pieces, and excluding thofe that have 
been falfely afcribed to me. All thefe I 
lhall make no difficulty in communicating 
to Sig. kaij ; but he muft appoint fomebody 
ifi Vienna to tranferibe and tranfmit them 
to him. 

• Vol. ii* a Say 

■ 

i 
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Say to the venerable prieftefs, and ami- 
able and ferene little Nun, in my name, all 
that a tender friend, father, and hufband, 
canfuggeft. 

Vienna, July 26, 1753. 

LETTER XII. 

* 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

■ 

Your gratitude goes beyond the pillars of 
Hercules, and I dare not flop fliort of you ; 
a good journey to you : and may I fee you 
well at your return. 

Affifted by the fweetmeats of fome gra- 
cious expreflions in your letter, I have con- 
trived to introduce a converfation concern- 
ing your affair with the Count de Richecourt, 
hoping by this means to fhorten the long 
period of" formality for which you have fuch 
an averfion. He laughed, applauded, and 
allowed that you merited the Ifland of Bora- 
taria ; but faid that it was impoffible to dif- 
penfe with the forms confecrated by cuftom. 
So, my dear friend, make ufe of him with, 
ceconomy, that he may not fail you at your 
need. 

' All" 

» 
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All I can do, will be done ; but that all i* 
an atom, impalpable to the will which 1 
have to fervc you. You are not likely to 
grow fat upon fuch zeal ; but it will a^ 
leaft be a manifeftation of the conftancy, and 
lincerity, with which I fiiall ever be yours. 

Vienna, July 19, 1753. 



No writer feems to have framed compli- 
ments and felicitations with more grace, 
facility, and elegance, than our author. 

The brother of his friend, Sig. Argetruil- 
liers, th6 banker at Rome, having at this 
time, been created a Cardinal, produced the 
two following letters. 

LETTER XIII. 

TO SIG. ARGENVILLIERS. 

You know how much I owe yoti, and are 
not ignorant of my affe&iori ; you have 
therefore in your hands the meafure of my 
joy at the deferved promotion of your mofl 
worthy brother to the' f acred purple. Indeed 
my joy is fo exceriive, that it has degenerated 
into the' temerity of writing to him, witHout 
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a Efficient title to his indulgence for fuch & 
liberty. Do you, my dear friend, make my 
apology for the impropriety of this tranfport. 
If you believe that the inclofed letter will 
not offend, feal, prefent, and honour it with 
the advantage of your countenance ; but if 
you fhould be of a different opinion, fpare 
me the fhame of becoming importunate, by 
too great an eagernefs to fhew my refpeft 
and veneration : I fhall patiently await your 
decision • 

I?nvy, which is one of the leaft defeds of 
which I feel myfelf culpable, has, however, a 
little difturbed me at the number of friends 
who are furrounding you on this occafion- 
And why cannot I be of the number ? Pa- 
tience ! 

LETTER XIV. 

» 

TO THE SAME. 

I have now to anfwer your moft obliging 
letter of the 27th of November, which con- 
firms the well merited promotion of his 
Eminence the Cardinal your brother, and the 
enlightened difcernment of his Holinefs, who 
would not allow fo ufeful an inftrument to 
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be far from the throne. I take fo much part 
in this event, that it feems as if I partici- 
pated of the advantages, and the honour. 
May you, my dear friend, to the utmoft ex- 
tent of my wifhes, enjoy a pleafure fo folid, 
and fo much approved by all good men! 
Continue your affeftion for me, and prefent 
to his Eminence, your brother, my mod 
j-efpe&ful duty. 

Vienna, December 17, 1753. 



LETTER XV, 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

I was obliged to defer anfwering your 
Uft letter of the 1 jth of December, by the 
impediment of a little voyage to ParnafTus, 
wbjch I have been conftrained to make 
againft my will, and whichh^s been attend- 
ed with more pains than profit. I am now 
to expiate the mora,faccuh parato. 

You, who have procured me the ineftim- 
able favours, with which the worthy 
Abate Pajini, and his moft noble fociety 
have honoured me, will 1 hope, return them, 
in my name, with the fame eloquence, the 
rnqft lively proteftations of my gratitude and 

g 3 refpeft, 



( *t ) 

rc{pe&, without p^rfimpny of exprefliqps ; 
and, as a proof of njy acknowledgement, 
a4yife them fincerely, on my part, to (Jeftft 
frorp the defign of honouring my writings 
with a T^rin republication. There are 
already in every city of Italy, more editions 
than contribute to my credit. They can be 
purchafed every where ^t the loweft price, 
and I am certain, that this noble fociety 
woi^ld run tfye rilk of being great lofers, in 
lpite of their moft prudent precautions of a 
fmall fize, infignificant cuts, the addition of 
inedited pieces, and dedications, &c. But 
what ought chiefly, and abfolutely, to deter 
them, is the new edition printing at Paris, of 
which I have feen feveral proofs, and which 
is fb far advanced, that it will be publtfhecj 
in a very fhort time. 

Vienna, 14, 1754; 

LETTER XVI. 

*TO THE SAME. 

■ 

The friendly impatience of my dear Pi* 
lipponi at my filence, fweetly ftimulates ac r 
ttvity, and exacts from me a moft grateful 
acknowledgement. Your letters are always 

moft 
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moft acceptable to me, and I ihould more fre- 
quently deferve them, if the number of mad 
Italians who pefter me with their corres- 
pondence, allowed me a moment's leifure on 
port days. But my dear friend, I am the 
butt at which all the infe&s of Pamafius are 
conftantly fhooting. I leave the chief part 
of them to hum and buz, at their pleafure ; 
but thofe whom the indifpenfible rules of fo- 
ciety oblige me to refpeft, are more than Suf- 
ficient to abforb all my time and patience. 
I know that I am not only fure of your for- 
givenefs, but compaffion. I ought to have 
anfwered the Paris editor of my works two 
months ago ; but have not been able to ob* 
tain a moment for that purpofe. God knows 
what this good chriftian will fay of me. 
And, indeed, what will you fay of me ? The 
hiftory is not long. The impreflion ought 
to have been out next month ; but I fear 
that my involuntarily delays will prevent it. 

I beg a thoufand tender compliments may 
be prefented in my name to the venerable 
prieftefs, and to all the facred and profane 
Filipponic family. My health deferves no 
notice either from its good or bad ftate ; I 
therefore haftely embrace you, and beg the 

g 4 continuance 
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continuance of yij^r affe&ion, and belief that, 
I am, &c. 

Vienna, May 17, 1754, 



• • 1 

LETTER XVII. 

TO SIG. RANIERI DE CALSABIGI (/), 

* The information with which Sig. Calfa- 
bigi has favoured me, concerning the elegant 
edition of 3II my poetical writings, of which 
he has lately been fo obliging as to under^ 
take the care, has not a little excited my 
vanity. Reaibning in my own favour, as 
we are alj but too prone to do, I flatter my- 
felf, that the enterprifc implies fome call for 

(I) The editor, panegyrift, and afterwards dramatic rival, 
and cenfurer, of MetaftauVs ftyle. He is author of 
the three operas of Orfeo^ Alcefle and Paride^ which were fet 
hy Gluck, in a new dramatic ftyle, that has been adopted by 
the French, ancj violently praifed by all thofe wljo lovq 
poetry better than mufic. The French who have frequently 
fine voices, but no great fingers, do well to depreciate the. 
vocal abilities of the Italians, which can enchant all other 
foreign nations, without their having the leaft knowledge 
of the language in which they fing. Indeed it is not 
merely the fimplicity of Gluck's ftyle that pleafcs the 
French, but the having formed it upon Lully and Rameau^ 
to whofe ftrains Gallic ears will long continue partial. 
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xny works : that this call promifes patrons 5 
and that thefc may perhaps procure them the 
general favour of lo cultivated, ingenious, 
and enlightened a nation as that of France ; 
an honour to which I never before durft ele- 
vate my hopes, further than merely to keep 
defire alive, To find therefore the fuperin- 
tendance of this enterprife in fuch expert and 
friendly hands as yours, afliires me, that, in 
future, I (hall have no errors but my own to 
blufli for ; and not thofe that, thanks to the 
fhameful careleflpefs of printers, abound in 
the numerous editions with which it is 
hard to fay, whether our country has hitherto 
persecuted or diftinguiihed me* 

Though my paternal tendernefs may fafe-. 

confide in the afFe&ionate tutelage which 
you have undertaken of my children, it is 
however my duty to endeavour to eafe you 
as much as poflible of the weight and fatigue 
with which you have loaded yourfelf ; and 
not decline aflifting you as much as my in- 
difpenfible employments, uncertain health, 
and great diftance from the prefs, will allow. 

If it be true, that wholefome council is of 
any value, 1 fhall begin by advifing you not 
to depend on th$ Venetian editions, not even 
{hat of 1733, in cjuarto, as to the opinion of 

its 
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its iuperiority over its corrupt followers, the 
the perpetuating many errors is dtie. Thefe 
editions have been multiplied from year to 
year, and augmented in lize, without my 
confent, by cantatas, and canzonets, under 
my name, which I never wrote ; or if mine, 
fo lame, incorreft, and disfigured, that I 
fcarcely could recognife them. 

The editions therefore of Rome, Naples, 
Milan, Piacenza, and in fhort, all that have 
come from the Italian prefs, copied from the 
early editions of Venice, add to their own, 
all the impurities of their muddy fource. 

To render your edition fupenor to every 
other, I ought to undertake a general correc- 
tion of all my writings, and tranfmit to you a 
fair copy of them : An enterprile which I 
have no time to take in hand, nor you to 
wait for its completion. All I can therefore 
do, is merely to point out to you a few fuch 
errors as, from their enormity, are fixed in 
my memory ; and, afterwards, confign and 
recommend to your learning, diligence, and 
friendfhip, the difcovery and correftion of 
the reft. Who knows but I may be a gainer 
by this want of leifure, to do my own work ? 
your partiality for the author, may incline 
you fometimes to afcribe to the printers, his 
own faults, and procure him corredtions, 

I which 



Digitized by Google 



( 91 ) 

which your delicacy would perhaps have de- 
prived him of, had you known their true 
origin. 

But that my whole afliftance may not be 
reduced to mere advice, I fend you, in th 
firft place, a very correft Tranfcript from the 
original MS. of my cantatas, which have 
either not been publifhed, or are entirely 
freed from the injuries which they have long 
fuffered from unlkilful hands. 

You have likewife Le Cinesi, formerly 
printed under the title of a dramatic compo- 
Jition, written as the prologue to a dance ; but 
now augmented with a new charadier, which 
by enlivening the bufinefs, and rendering 
the conduft of the piece more interefting, 
may, perhaps, give it fome fmall preten- 
fions to novelty. 

To this I add ray Ifola difabitata ; a drama 
ill which I have ftudioufly tried to preferve 
the unities, notwithftanding the time of re- 
prefentation is ftri&ly limited to an hour. 
This, though lately printed at Madrid, has 
not yet appeared in any preceding colle&ion 
of my works. 

With thefe pieces you will receive four of 
my firft dramas, new written; and, as I 
think, confiderably improved. Thefe arc 
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Didonej Adrjano, Semiratnide^ and Alejandro ; 
in which I thought there appeared fome te-* 
dioufnefs in the aftion, juvenile ambition in 
the ornaments, uncertainty in the chara&ers, 
or coldnefs in the cataftrophe : defedts which 
eafily efcape the thoughtleflhcfs of youth ; 
but which are not fb eafily forgiven by that 
mature judgment which is derived from 
years and experience : an advantage which 
cofts us too much, not to make a good uie 
of it. Finally, I tranfmit to you a faithful 
lift of all my poetry of every kind, which 
has hitherto feen the light. And with the 
affiftance of this, you may fafely exclude . 
from your edition, 3s fpurious, thofe pieces 
which, with too much generofity, have been 
aicribed to me in the Venetian editions. 

I fhould have wifhed, that none of my poeti-r 
cal compofitions might appear in the Paris 
impreffion, which favoured too much of my 
adolefcent ftate ; particularly the tragedy of 
Jujlin, written by me at fourteen years of age, 

But I forefee that you would be unwilling 
to render your impreffion lei's ample than the 
others ; taught by experience, that the merit 
of an edition is more frequently determined 
\>y the lize, than contents. I beg of you, 
therefore, to fpare my bluflies as long as yon 

can, 
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Can, by throwing into the utmoft confines of 
the laft volume, all the pieces which were 
printed by Bettinelli in the firft edition, under 
the title of Additions, and not forget to let 
them be prefaced by my chronological de- 
fence. 

You muft not expeft any new protefta- 
tions of my gratitude, nor further recom- 
mendations of my writings to your care. I 
know that the firft would be infufficient, 
and the fecond unneceflary ; I ftiall there- 
fore add nothing to the fincere affurances of 
regard, with which I have the honour to 
be, &c. 

Vienna, March 9, 1754. 

LETTER XX. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

You do me juftice, in believing mefincereiy 
attached to you, and injure me much if you 
imagine that the infrequency of your letters 
can incline me to doubt of your affe&ion. 

The proofs I have tried to give of my 
friendfliip, are fureties for yours ; and I defy 
all the filence of Harpocrates, to make me 
doubt of it. Notwithftanding this, your 

letter 
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letter was moft welcome ; as by its chearfdl 
complexion, I imagined that neither moral 
nor phyfical caufes obliged you at prefent to 
exercife your patience. I congratulate my- 
felf as well as you, upon this; as I have 
conftantly participated in all the rigour of 
your ill fortune. 

And fo you are determined to pafs from 
the ftage to thfc pulpit ? Bonis avibus. Your 
extreme love of truth preceded this phenome- 
non. Happy you, who will be the Macftro 
di Capella, and the aftor of your own dramas, 
arid who will undertake to perfuade a people 
already perfuaded ! If Sienna was a few 
ports nearer, I fhould feel myfelf diabolically 
tempted to be converted by you ; but at fuch 
a diftance, I can only recommend my con- 
verfion to your prayers, my friendfhip to 
your memory, and my lervices to your com- 
mands. Adieu. 

Vienna, May 27, 17S4. 

4 + 

• 

We muft not omit the ufual annual ex- 
trafts from our Bard's letters to his friend 
the banker at Rome ; to whom thofe of 
bufinefs- are generally embellifhed with po- 
litenefs^ affe&ion, and fometimes with origir- 
nal wit and pleafantry. 

In 
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In a letter written to him July 29th of 
this year, after accounts were ballanced, he 
fays : " Thus all our bufinefs is fettled to 
the prefent time, except the ufelefs and in- 
jurious excufes with which you have affront- 
ed me : as if I could be uneafy at fo trifling 
a delay in remitting the ufual ballance of 
our accounts ! In the firft place, I fhali 
fairly own to you, that I never had once 
thought of it ; as my temperament corres- 
ponds marvelloufly with my circumftances, 
which have never opprefled me with many 
^economical cares. And I muft likewife tell 
you, that without injuring yourfelf and me, 
you could not imagine that a man could be 
at all difturbed about a paltry account, who 
knowing and loving you as I do, would 
-chearfully confide to you his whole felf, cer- 
tain of its being in better hands than his 
own. I therefore expe<5t an excufe for your 
excufes, and infift on it, that in future you 
believe me to be a better judge of the weight 
and worth of fuch friends, as well as of my 
obligations to you. Appeafe me with fomc 
commiffion." 

In his next letter to him, he fays : Advice 
of money placed to a man's own credit is 
always fure of being well received. Con- 

lider 
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fider then how welcome muft that be which 
domes from you, who have the power, by 
your letters, of fweetning every kind of lofs. 
I return you my moft fincere and lively 
thanks for youf exa&itilde, and ftill more for 
that affectionate friendftiip which animates 
your moft indifferent expreffions, and which 
I reckon the moft pleafant and profitable 
part of our intercourfe"— "The cold has 
driven me back to Vienna, without any fen- 
fible advantage from my excurfion this year 
into Moravia. I hope you have been more 
fortunate in your country retreat, and armed 
yourfelf againft the aflaults of winter, who 
has already fent hither his precurfors." — 
" Your affectionate letter of the 1 6th of laft 
month, confirms, by your obliging folicitude 
for my health, the fincerity of your love ; a 
pofleUion of which I am more proud and 
jealous, than of the moft precious of my ac- 
qaifitions. My extraordinary complaints* 
thank heaven, are fubdued ; and I now 
remain in the ufual moft faithful company 
of habitual hypochondriacs, which, during 
many years have exercifed my patience." 
' ' " Her Majeftv, my Patronefs, was inclined 
to vifit Triefte, and Croatia, during the fine 
weather, and preparations were made for it \ 

but 
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but all at once the idea was abandoned, or 
.at leaft its execution deferred. Concerning 
a journey to Milan, I have not heard a fy lia- 
ble, nor do I believe it ever was in medita- 
tion. But if it were to take place, without 
a pofitive fovereign command, contrary to 
my repeated fupplication9, I (hould not be 
in the fuite. 

You cannot imagine how inconvenient it 
would be, to fuch a little infe6t as me, to be 
obliged to follow the court. I have a journey 
to Rome in my head ; but then it muft bo 
free, and tranquil, that I may enjoy with my 
whole foul, the company of fuch a worthy 
and dear friend as you are. In the mean 
time, receive my moft affe&ionate ideal em- 
braces, and believe me &c." . 



Metaftafio had been ftimulated to think of 
a journey to Rome this year, not only by 
his filial affe&ion for that city, and the 
many relations and friends it contained ; but 
by a letter from the Marchefe Partrizi, who 
had been defired by the Pope himfelf to in- 
vite him thither, to which the following is 
an anfwer. 

Vol. a. h LET- 
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* . 

LETTER XIX. ' 

TO THE MARCHESE GIOVANNI PATRIZI. 

Without that natural fenfibility of heart, 
with which 1 have been long tormented, my 
contagious commerce for fo many years with 
the moft violent paflions, would have been 
fufficient to foften me : if, according to poet- 
ical canons, it is neceffary to feel ourfelves, 
before we can communicate feeling to others; 
judge then of the effeS of your ingenious, 
obliging, and unexpected letter. If a few 
fimple lines from you, Sir, in teftimony of 
that regard of which I am fo ambitious, yet 
hopelefs of meriting, were fiifficient to af- 
fe6l and agitate me, where was the neceffi- 
ty of attacking me with all the feducing 
powers of eloquence ? why overpower me 
with arms againft which there i$ no de- 
fence ? The exaggeration of the duties of 
a citizen towards his country ; the difplay of 
reciprocal friendfliip ; of the ties of blood ; 
and the malicious incitement of my poetical 
vanity, by affurances of a flattering reception 
from the public, were Jiimuli more than fuf- 
ficient 



Digitized by Google 



( 99 ) 

fieient to diftrefs me. But not content with 
thefe, determined on vi&ory, to opprefs me, 
you prefcnt to my mind, not only the be- 
nevolent fovereign remembrance, but almoft 
the beneficent impatience of a prince, whom 
I not only venerate with the iubmiffion of a 
fubjeci, but refped with the gratitude of a 
difciple, and honour with the reverence of a 
ion. If no other vi&ory was propofed, than 
to inflame me with the defire of once more 
vifiting the Tarpeian rock, I was vanquilhed 
before the affault was made* I love my 
country ; remember my friends ; have a ten- 
der affe&ion for my kindred ; and am not ex- 
empt from the vanity of my peers ; and pro- 
pofe, as the fummit of all felicity, to obtain 
that defired kifs, which I always flatter my- 
felf I fliall fome time or other imprefs upon 
the moft holy foot. But who, my moft re- 
fpedted Marquis, who can do all that he wijhes ? 

Of the Pope it may be faid : omnia potejl ; 
but never of a poor infedt of Parnafius, like 
me, obliged to proportion his defires exaftly 
with his faculties. If you fhould happen to 
think that I have a hundred horfemen on the 
banks of the I/ler 9 as Alejfandro Guidi had on 

i 

thofe of Alphoeus, you do my ftable too 
much honour, which is by no means fo 

H 2 magnificently 
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magnificently fumifhcd. Befides, my jour- 
ney muft be by land, on which we do 
not travel fo rapidly as ill the clouds. I 
know that to a gentleman who in N his 
travels has merited the praife of Ulyflcs : 
Slui mores bominum multorum vidit et urbes f 
the difficulties of a little journey from Vien- 
fta to Rome, appears ridiculous ; but in the 
firft place, it muft be remembered, that I 
ftm no longer in that ardent time of life, 
When inconveniences are the foundation of 
pleafure ; ahd that what vigour remains muft 
not be lavifhed imprudently, as it is Effici- 
ently diminifhed daily, by the treachery of 
time. Befides that, I have been a bird of 
Court, almoft ah immemorabili ; not one in the 
woods, but ufed to eafe, comfort, and repole; 
&nd xmable to fly here and there, at a ven- 
ture, expofed to all the feverities of the 
feafon ; fo that to be fafe conduced, I muft 
be tranfported in my cage, with my water- 
glafs, and keeper, to fupply my wants. But 
to leave all thefe filly metaphors, I have 
lived four and twenty years under the au- 
fpices of an adorable fovereign, who fup- 
ports me with a munificence, more worthy 
of herfelf than of me. A fovereign, wha 
when furrounded by the new cares of a 

throne, 
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throne, and attacked by all the powers of 
the univerfe, not only deigned to think of, 
but provide for me. A fovereign whom 
then it became my duty to follow through 
all the viciflitudes of fortune, and to refuie, 
as I did, during the moft violent rage of the 
tempoft, to enter at any of the doors which 
were fpontaneoufly thrown open for me in 
the different courts of Europe. A fovereign, 
in fliort, who, at the very time that I blufhed 
at the ufeleffnefs of my employment, never 
ceafed conferring benefits on me, and giving 
public and repeated teftimonies of her con- < 
ftant clemency and difpofitiou to ferve me. 

Tell me now, my dear Marquis, whether 
the repugnance which I feel to the afk- 
ing fuch a Patronefs leave to abfent myfelf 
from her, even for a few months, arifes from 
a romantic delicacy, or from that fenfe of duty 
which belongs to an honeft man > And can 
I with propriety afk this permiflion, when 
the moft aHiguft and flourifliing Imperial 
family, which, favoured by heaven, is happi- 
ly become numerous, begins to be initiated 
in pur language, and in the myfteries of har- 
mony, and to make me daily hope for an 
opportunity for the exercife of my obedience ? 

H 3 Would 
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Would it be believed ? and yet, amidft 
all thefe moft folid reafons to the contrary, 
a voyage to Rome is not only defirable, but 
my lodging to put it in pr^flice rendered 
more impatient, by the difficulty to gratify 
it. Hence the prefent neceflity of difobey- 
ing your obliging command, nil mihi refcri- 
bas, attamcn ipfe veni, does not keep imagi- 
nation idle ; 1 already enjoy the hofpitality 
which you fo generoufly have prepared forme; 
J pafs with you through all the triumphal 
ftreets of my dear Rome : I breathe the ve- 
nerable air of the Vatican ; et quo non pojfurq 
corpore, mente feror. This, my dear Mar- 
quis, is at prefent all 1 am allpwed to enjoy. 



This invitation to Rome, is further ex«r 
plained in the following letter. 

LETTER XX. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

The ffniling defcription of your paftoral 
life, has made me wifb to adopt it ; particu- 
larly when I refle&ed on the chearful hu- 
mour it had ilifpired, lb different from that 
which uied to reign in your letters. I con- 
gratulate you on the occafion, and hope the 

apoftolic 
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apoftolic miniftry wUl occafion no altera- 
tiou. 

It is moft true, that at Naples, Rome, 
Florence, Milan, and indeed through all 
Italy, there has been a report, that I intend- 
ed viliting my native country : and this has 
circulated during three or four months, with- 
out my being able to trace its origin : But, 
on the contrary, it is moft true, that I have 
no otherwife thought of it, than I have done 
for thefe four and twenty years paft ; that is, 
always propofing this journey, but never re-» 
folving upon it. The fable has gone fo far, 
that the Servus fervorum has made the Mar- 
quis Patrizi write to me on the fubjeft. His 
Holinefs was formerly my mafter, during 
my apprenticeftiip at the Forum ; and I 
fliould be very glad to fee him again, now 
he is become mafter of all the faithful ; but 
though this is a wifli in the catalogue of 
honeft defiderata y yet it muft not be blindly 
indulged, I have a million of little impedii 
ments, which, united together, become as 
invincible as the hairs in the tail of the Ser- 
torian hbrfe. I do not, however, relinquifh 
the hope ; and if ever \ quit my (hell, you 
will fee me at your Farmiano *. I >yifl* you 

* Anthill/ 

l . • h 4 a more 
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a more abundant crop from your pulpit, than 
you gathered from your fields. I thank you 
for your affe&ionate remembrance, and af- 
fure, you that your generous acknowledge- 
ments are far behind my wiih to ferve you, 
which greatly furpaffes my abilities. 

Vienna, Auguft 19, 1754. 

LETTER XXI. 

* 

To the Cavalier Montecuccou, on bis 
fending bim a copy of chelonides, a trage- 
dy written by Monfignor Sabatini, Bijhop 
of Modena, 

Thanks to you, moft obliging Count, for 
your precious gift of the beautiful Cbelonides^ 
and for the communication of the fecret, 
I am proud of the keennefs of my fcent. 
From th£ firft time that I was permitted to 
perufe it, I difcovercd the judgment, know- 
ledge, and folidity, of the author, I gave it a 
fecond reading, and found new beauties and 
new motives for admiration, in the mafterly 
manner with which our unknown tragic 
writer paffes through an unfortunate and 
ruined country, in which fo few have ven- 

4 tured 
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tured to travel. The truth of the charac- 
ters, the juft fucceffion of ideas, the very 
natural condud of the piece, without' being 
common, and above all, the conftancy with 
which learning is always made fubfervient 
to reafon, not reafon to learning, as is ufual 
with thofe who make amends for weaknefs 
of intelleft, by ftrength of memory: All 
thefe, without a guide, would have conduced 
me to the fource of fuch a perfeft compo- 
fition. If the divulging the fecret is not to 
be kept a fecret, I beg the Envoy will con- 
gratulate the moft worthy author in my 
name, and confefs to him, that I blefs m} felf 
that juftice has been done to his merits of 
other kinds; particularly, as it has freed me 
from the danger of fo formidable a rival. I 
hope loon to confirm, in perfon, to the En- 
voy, my refpeftful fentiments of gratitude, 

and am, &c. 

» 

Vienna, July 28, 1754. 



LET- . 
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L E T T E R XXII. 

TO A FRIEND AT ROME. 

Our Nuncio being at Vefpers, and other- 
wife bufy in the facred occupations of the 
day, has communicated to me' the letter 
which you have written to him, and com- 
miflioned me to thank you for it in his name. 
I do this with the more pleafare, knowing 
the kindnefs which this worthy prelate has 
for you, and the readinefs with which, in 
preference to many others, he has appointed 
you to be his fecretary. And as I am very 
anxious that you ftould fill this office with 
fatisfaftion to him, and profit to yourfelf, I 
think it right to advertife you, confidentially, 
of fome few particulars which it may be of 
importance for you to know, previous to 
your becoming the fecretary of a public 
minifter ; which is certainly very different; 
from that of a perfon in a private flation, 

It feems neceflary that you ftiould always 
carefully avoid prefaces and introductions to 
your letters, particularly thofe of negociation; 
but, with an open franknefs, fhould enter di- 

3 re£l, 7 
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re&ly on the bufinefs; manifefting, even in the 
firft line, that you arc a perfeft mafter of the 
fubjedt, and fupprefling whatever may appear 
fuperfluous and epifodical. But in being as 
(hort and laconic as the nature of the bufi- 
nefs will allow, take care to omit no efTen- 
tial circumftanqe; and try with the moft 
natural fimplipity to give a graceful and 
plcafmg turn %o whatever you write. One 
happy expreffion is fufficient to enliven a 
whole letter, And, in your thoughts and 
language, you ftiould try to rife above the 
commpn, wjthoijt adopting fuch phrafes and 
modes of expreffion as are no longer in ufe. 
The boo^s ufed by perfons attached to the 
Corps diplomatique fhould merely furnifli your 
firft inftru&ions. You fhould feleft and 
form to yourfelf fomething that feems new, 
without extravagance. Monlignor the Nun- 
cio has a particular affe&ion for men of wit 
and ingenuity ; and I am confident, that you 
^re fufficiejitly gifted with both* to fuit his 
dilpofitipn in an eminent degree, 3s he has 
likewife a particular paffion for the belles 
lettres. 

I ftiall detain you no longer, and flatter 
myfelf, that you will receive thefe hints from 
one, wjio having long refided in this diftant 

country, 
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try, has had an opportunity of making iuch 
obfervatians on the miniftry, as may intitle 
him to pardon from a friend like you, for 
the liberty he now takes. 



This letter fcems to have been addreflcd 
to the Abate Taruffi^ on his being appointed 
by the poet's recommendation, auditor and 
fccretary of legation to Monfignor Vifconti, 
the Pope's legate at the Imperial court. 
The Abate was Metaftafio's countryman, 
and early acquaintance. Their friendfhip 
continued uuninterupted till the poet's de- 
ceafe ; after which, he pronounced his Eloge 
at a general meeting of the academy degli 
arcadi at Rome, in Auguft, 1 782. 

At the beginning of this year, Metaftafio 
received an application from Prince Hi/- 
berghaufen, for a copy of his Ifola difabitata, 
written for the court of Spain ; which not 
arriving fo foon as was expe&ed, produced a 
letter from the Prince, to which the fol- 
lowing is the anfwer. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

TO PRINCE HILBERGHAVSEN. 

My Ifola difabitata (defert Ifland) did not 
merit the eagernefs which your ferene high- 
nefs manifefted, to be in pofleffion of it ; nor 
did my difobedience deferve reproof. The 
firft did me too much honour, and the fecond 
too much wrong. My whimfical little poem 
would have been long fince at SchofFendorff, 
if I could have depended on any other poeti- 
cal amanuenfis at Vienna than our — Or if 
he had not been previoufly obliged to furnifli 
a copy of the fame compofition to my moft 
auguft Patronefs, who for what reafon I 
know not, eagerly requefted one. At length, 
I have procured a copy for your highnefs, 
which I have now the honour to fend, 
accompanied with my moft humble acknow- m 
ledgements for the many favours which I 
have received in your enchanted palace ; 
from the charms of which, however, as well 
as from the bad weather, my own impa- 
tience, and the folicitations of the company, 
I (hould wi(h to be difenchanted. Recom- 
mending 
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mending my little drama and myfelf to the 
benevolence of your ferene highnefs, and 
your illuftrious guefts, I have the honour to 
be with thd moft profound refpeft and reve- 
rence, &c. 

LETTER XXIV. 

■ 

TO THE SAME, 

All the princes of your ferene highnefs's 
rank* may form themfelvcs upon your model, 
for politenefs, and all unfortunate poets, on 
mine, for dhgracc. What can be imagined 
more gracious, generous, and obliging, than 
the invitation to partake of your royal de- 
lights, with which you deigned to honour 
me ? And what more difaftrous, than my 
inability to enjoy them ? The arrival of 1 
the bad weather, and the rehearfals in the 
refpe&able, but cold theatre of Schonbrunn, 
have augmented my ufual complaints, with 
a moft folemn Catarrh, embelliftied with its 
-cough, chillncfs, and febrile companions; 
fo that the merely tranfporting myfelf from 
one houfe to another, is become an heroic 
- enterprife ; and nothing lefs than the friendly 
violence and powerful influence of Count 
Canale can induce me to undertake it. I 

(hall 
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fhall return my moft humble thanks in per- 
fon, as foon as poflible ; and in the mean 
time, fhall not torture my brain in exculing 
myfelf: as whoever lofes what I lofe, rather 
merits compaffion than pardon. I have the 
honour to be with the moft profound re- 
pe6t, &c. 



OF THE SECOND SECTION. 
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SECTION III. 

W e fhall now return to the bard's corref- 
pondence with his friend the cavalier 

FARINELLI.. 

LETTER I. 

Some weeks having elapfed fince I had 
finiftied and tranfcribed Alejandro for your 
court; of which, as I had given notice to 
Count Azlor, I did not think it neceflary to 
forward it by the firft port, as you did not hur- 
ry me ; but having been informed yefterday, 
that a courier was expe&ed to fet off every 
moment, I haften to prepare my letter and 
pacquet. In the firft place, you will find 
the opera of Alejandro neW Indie fhorter 
than it was before, by three hundred and 
fixty-one verfes, and nine airs ; but encreafed 
in a&ion, intereft and fpirit ; particularly in 
the third aft, which is entirely new moulded. 
What this curfed bufmefs has been, can only 
be comprehended by the genius and experi- 
ence 
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fence of my dear Gemello, and by {bme one 
Who has had the misfortune to write operas ; 
but not by all. I thank you, however, for 
having forced me to improve a drama, 
which though not devoid of fire and poetry, 
languilhed in the third a6t; but which, without 
the ftimulus of pleafing you, I fhould never 
have thought worth the trouble I have taken 
with it. If ever there fhould be a decent 
edition of my operas, I now hope, that it 
will difgrace me lefs than in its former drefs. 

You will, moreover, find on a flip of paper, 
all the entrances, exits, ftage bufinefs, and 
fituations of the feveral chara&ers, as I 
arranged them on my table in writing the 
opera. And this trouble is extremely ufeful 
for the performance of fome dramas, particu- 
larly Alejandro. If no embarraflment hap- 
pens, you need not look at this paper ; but 
if intricacy occurs, it will fave you the 
trouble of thinking. 

If Sig. Quaglia, an articheft of great ex- 
perience in this theatre of Vienna, and my 
friend, fhall have had time to favour me 
with them, you Ayill find in the fame parcel, 
three Iketches, rather than defigns, of thofe 
long fcenes in which the fituations are diffi- 
cult to delineate. I begged this favour of 

vol. ii. I him, 
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him, not with the leaft defign of limiting of 
reftraining your ideas, or thofe of your able 
fiibaltern ; butbecaufelhoped, by this means, 
better to explain what would be wanting in 
the refpe&ive fcenes, that the a£Hon may be 
clear, decorous, and apparent. The laft 
fcene of the third aft, for example, would 
entirely languifh, if the architeft did not 
contrive a decorous and probable (kreen on 
the right haftd fide, near the orcheftra, to 
Corfceal Torus and Gandarte from all the other 
aftors, and yet leave them vifible to the 
fpeftators. I have imagined for this purpofe, 
the temple to be wholly adorned with very 
rich carpets, hanging from the architraves, 
pilaftres, and columns : and that one of thefe 
carpets, feparating Torus and Gandarte from 
the other performers, fhall leave them viiible 
to the fpeftators. So that thefe defigns may 
ferve to vindicate my wifh, but not to fur- 
nifti ideas or inventions for the fcene. 

If, however, as I begin to fear, thefe fet- 
ches are not ready for the pacquet, they, 
fhall be fent after it, as foon as Sig. QuagUa 
fhall favour me with them. My eagernefs 
will, I hope, be excufed, as I flatter my- 
felf, that my dear Gemello has no occafion 

for 
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for new proofs of my fincere defire to be ufe- 
ful to him. 

I am threatened with a new opera for our 
court* The worft of it is, that there is no 
proper preparation for it. The making a 
drefs without knowing who is to wear it, is 
the bufinefs of a Jew : I do not know, nor 
ought I ablblutely to make it. We have no 
fingers in the fervice of the court, no one at 
leaft upon whom we can venture to found a 
charafter. And thofe which can be had 
from other countries, however ordinary their 
talents, ought to be engaged fome years be- 
fore they are wanted. Hence it becomes 
necefTary to have the forefight of my dear 
Gemello, who does not poftpone making his 
cloak, till it begins to rain. Such care of 
the future, is not a drug of this country. So 
that there will be no opera, or it will be got 
up in hafte, and for fuch performers as have 
been rejefted by other theatres : and then, 
either it will be impoflible to write a new 
opera, or it muft be done in fuch hafte, as, 
among us poor mortals, precludes all good : 
fiat lux, et faSia eji, is only referved for om- 
nipotence. 

By a letter from Sig. Ridolfi of the 
end of December, I learn that your health 

i z had 
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had fuftered confiderably at youf return 
to the Efcurial, and that it was not yet quite 
fc-eftablifhed. This affli&ed me, as every 
thing you fuffer ought to afflift me. But 
my dear Gemello, forgive my affe&ion the 
liberty of faying, that according to the ac- 
counts I have received, you have been a 
little to blame for this indifpofition. They 
tell me, that your zeal and impatience, when 
you wifh to ferve your fovereigns in propor- 
tion to the favours which you have received 
from them, make you forget yourfelf, and 
that you have no reft, either in mind or body, 
day or night. This charafler is worthy of 
you ; but it would likewife be worthy of 
you to refleft, that if you deftroy yourfelf, 
you can no longer ferve them. And that 
your firft duty is to preferve for fuch Patrons,, 
a fervant whofe lofs would not only be fen- 
fibly felt, but irreparable. 

My own health is what it has long been : 
full of flatulencies, acidities, tenfion of every 
honeft nerve, and. profound hypochondria ; 
but with a countenance which rather merits 
envy than companion. Patience is the beft 
fpecific which I have yet found ; I lay in a 
good ftock of it, and yet it often fails me ; 

but 



Digitized by Google 



( "7 ) 

but that fincere and conftant affe&ion which 
makes me always yours, will never fail me, 

Vienna, February 4, 1754; 

1 

■ 

LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

The patience of Sig. Azlor, in waiting for 
an occafion to difpatch a courier in order to 
forward Alejfandro to you, is truly heroic. 
But mine is not quite fo fublime. It is too 
great a trial for it, after having ufed every 
effort poffible to oblige a friend, to have the 
defign fruftrated by negligence. I therefore 
fend you my Alejandro nelV Indie by the port ; 
circumcifed, and trimmed to your tafte, and 
my own — What will be the confequence of 
my impatience ? My verfes are not affairs 
of ftate ; and though thfc curiofity of others 
may have fome pleafure in perufing them, 
they will neither be rendered better nor 
Worfe by this hurry. To wait for a courier 
during foliqitude, would be prudent ; but 
waiting with tranquillity while my diligence 
is rendered ufejefs, and your wifhes remain 
ungratified, is paying too great refpe6l to 
peconomy. My impatience may perhaps 

, I 3 arif G 

» 

■A 

Digitized by Google 



( 1x8 

arife from poetical vivacity; but between 
us twins, there fhould be a reciprocation of 
indulgence, and I have no doubt but I fhall 
be forgiven. My friend Sig. ^uaglia^ who 
promifed me defigns, has not yet brought 
them, and I fhall not wait for them. I told 
you in a former letter, that I did not depend 
on him for the ideas, which either you or 
your afliftants may want : it is fufficient that 
I have pointed out to you the places where I 
imagined, while I was writing, the principal 
bufinels and fituations that might be affifted 
by fcenery. Thefe clearly known, it will 
remain with you to avail yourfelf of my ex- 
pedients, or thofe of others, at your plealure. 
As foon as this good man, who is really 
hurried to the laft degree, by the two thea- 
tres here, and by a thoufand whims of the 
court, fhall be able to oblige me, you (hall 
have his (ketches, and make what ufe of 
them you pleafe. 

I am extremely anxious to receive fome 
news of your health : particularly, as the laft 
I received from Sig. Ridolfi was by no means 
what my tender afFe&ion wifhed. Take 
care of yourfelf, my dear friend, for your 
own fake, for mine, and for the admiration 
©f all good men. Examples of moderation, 

3 in 
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in eireumftances fuch as yours, are (b rare, 
that your preservation becomes a common 
concern. Adieu. Command me, and never 
be weary of loving me. 

Vienna, February 23, 1754. 

% 

L E T T E R III, 

TO THE SAME. 

You complain, my dear Gcmello, of not 
hearing from me, and yet to three- letters 
that I have written to you, I have received 
but one anfwejr. Your filence occafioned 
mine, after the account of your indifpofition 
from Sig. Ridolfi, and the fuppoiition, that 
you were very bufy-in preparing for your 
feftal folemnity ; fo that inftead of accufing 
me, you fhould thank me for my difcretion* 

I became a ftone, but not a precious one, 
when I faw the magnificent prefent of an 
enamelled watqh, and a pocket-book fo rich* 
ly and elegantly bound, come from the Im* 
perial cuftom-houfe. What can I fay to 
you, who are fo much more abundant in 
gifts than I in words ? The thing fpeaks 
for itfelf, and I, in order to manifeft my 
gratitude, will endeavour to make the world 

14 do 
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do juftice to the munificence of that hand, 
which is never tired of difpenfing favours. 

You are truly a Sea monfter. What ! 
can the Goddefs of Manzanare condefcend 
even to remember fuch a being as me ; and 
to recommend to you the talk of advifing me 
to make ufe of the pocket-book in writing down 
my thoughts for the opera which you have fx 
long requejled from tne ? And yoy, like a true 
friend, have not inftantly taken my[part? 
Did not you defcribe, as I have to you a 
thoufand times, the irregular ftate of my 
health? as an indubitable proof of this truth, 
did you not fay that my moft auguft Patro- 
nefs, in order to fpare my poor tormented 
head any new labour, had confented to Jet 
the old opera of Tito be brought out laft year! 
, and have you fuffered me to appear either 
guilty of lazinefs or ingratitude ? And this 
you call friendfhip ? Twinfhip ? Chriftiar* 
charity ? And yet I am not to call you a 
Marine monfter ? But I will vindicate my- 
felf, if I die for it. Freed as I am at prefent 
from arranging any little compofitions for my 
Patronefs, I (hall neither let foul nor body 
reft, till I have chofen a fubjedt for this 
blelfed opera, which like a true Swifs, you 
af e abfolutely determined to wreft from my 

hands ; 
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hands ; and if it fliould favour of the flatu-. 
lencies, torments, tenfion of nerves, and of 
all the other agreeable qualities of the hy*> 
pochondriac writer, it will be your own 
fault. I am, however, ftill able to draw up 
3 manifefto in verfe, to fet it to mufic, and 
publifli it in all the newfpapers of the four 
quarters of the world. You laugh ? but 
there is no caufe for laughter. An angry 
poet is even more to' be feared, than a Sea' 
monfter. Pray for my health and favour 
with the mufes; and that after fo many years 
of matrimony, they would have the lame 
complacence for me, as when they firft 
pourted my acquaintance, 

The contufion in your leg puts me in a 
paffion. Pray favour it, my dear Gemello. 
J know ypu well. Your z^al to ferve others, 
makes you negleft yourfelf; and I fear that 
you do not take that care of it which you 
ought. Remember that a ufeful and grate- 
ful fervant merits prefervation ; and that 
you fulfil the moft confiderable of your du- 
ties, in endeavouring to be long ufeful to 
your beneficent fovereigns. 

What did you expe£t from Mingotti ? Do you 
t>egm only now to know the grotefque cha- 
ndler of our tragi-comic Sirens ? I wonder 

4 more 
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more at your wonder, than at her condudh 
She has done what fhe ought to do, fecundum 
ordinam of fingers : and you flattered your- 
felf with that hope which it was unreafon- 
able for you to form, if you expe&ed her to 
be prudent. Give her your holy benedi&ion, 
and let her run after repentance (w). 

You who have had long experience, and 
are prefent, can beft tell whether it will be 
expedient to chufe the Eroe Cinefe for next 
September. The whole opera depends on 
the part of Leanzo; hence, whoever repre- 
fents it, fliould not have his hands in his poc- 
kets. I am unable to prefcribe any cure for 
its brevity, as you have no dancers; but I 
fliall rely on the refcurces of my twin. I 
have read the piece by the Abate Antonio 
del/a Mirandola, and find it very happily 
verfified : I thank you for thinking of fenc- 
ing it to me. 

I wifti your Italian EmifTary, Marchefim y 
good fport ; but according to the accounts 
which I have received, there is not much 

(m) It was to come to England, that this excellent per-* 
former quitted Spain fooner than Farinelli wiftied. Her 
firft appearance on our ftage was in the opera of Ipermejlra% 
written by Metaftafio, and fet by Haffe, in the Autumn 
of 1754. 

Choke, 
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choice. The Mattel has lately performed at 
Reggio : but from the advices fefct hither, 
not With her ufual fuccefs. Beauties have 
their day, arid applaufe does not make them 
better. Whether fhe has advanced or re- 
treated fmce I heard her, I am unable to 
fay. I entreat you to thank Monjignor Mi~ 
gazzi, and the Puke di Santa Elizabetta^ in 
m name, for the honour of their remem- 
brance, and to affure them of my conftant 
refpeft. Oh that I could make a fourth 
with you ! But thefe are pia defideria. 

Adieu, my dear Swtfs Twin, my Sea, 
monfter I 

Vienna, June 8, 1754* 

LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I received your very dear letter, which 
found me engaged with the mufes, in com- 
pliance with your Wifhes, notwithftanding 
all the infernal regions fe&m to have con- 
fpired in difturbing me. I have a whole 
volume of inftrudions to draw up for the 
printer of a new edition Qf my works at 
Paris. I ought to new write a whole opera : 

to 



( 124 ) 

m 

to accommodate three feftive dramas for 
ScblqfftrojL whither the court goes- at its re- 
turn from Bohemia : to write and make 
additions to fongs and chorufes for the 
fame occafion : to furnifh an idea, in writing, 
for a German comedy to be reprefented be- 
fore their majefties in the military college of 
Neujladt; and, moreover, have been obliged to 
invent and draw out at full length, the idea 
of a magnificent pi&ure, which my moft au- 
guft miftrefs has ordered to be painted for 
the ceiling of the great hall of this univer- 
fity, that is now building at her expence. 
What does my dear Sea monfter fay to all 
this (n) ? Do you think I am furnilhed with 
a fufficient dofe of bufmefs ? Have patience/ 
With all this, I have advanced a good way 
in the firft ^61, and am not difatjsfied with 
what I have hitherto been able to write. If 

(n) The appellations of Gemello^ Mojlro Marino^ and 
Svizzere, beftowed by Metaftafio on his friend Farinelli, 
in plcafantry, may want explanation. Why he called hirri 
Twin (Gemello) has already been explained. Sea monfter^ 
Mojlro Marino, doubtlefs alluded to his birth on the Sea- 
fhore at Naples, and his voice and profeflional abilities ex- 
ceeding the common limits of humanity. And Iaftly, by 
Svizzero (Swifs) added to Twin, Metaftafio meant to com- 
pare Farinelli and himfelf to Swifs troops, who quit their 
own country to enter into foreign fervice. 

afffeftion 
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a#e6tion can do any thing, you wiil Tikewife 
be contented. It is impoffible to lengthen 
my letter. If you will have me work, you 
muft allow me to be quiet ; and if health 
does not fail me, I fhall certainly get on. 

I fhould write a feparate letter to Sig. Ri- 
dolfi, but I hope, that at your interceffion, he 
will generoufly remit the formality of two 
covers, and receive thefe thanks and faluta- 
tions with the fame cordiality as if they 
were conveyed in a different letter. I there- 
fore thank, reverence, and embrace him 
always : wifhing for the faculty of being ufe- 
ful to him. Do you my dear and admirable 
Swifs, love me, bear with my infirmities, 
command, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, Augufl 17, 1754. 

LETTER V. 

TO THE SAME. 

My fincere eagernefs to comply with the 
wifhes of my moft amiable Swifs, has made 
me work with fuch a good will, that yefter- 
day I finifhed the fecond a£t of the promifed 
opera : and if my dear Sea monfter wifhes 
for grandeur of exhibition, and energy of 

tendernefs, 
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tendernefs, I have reafon tp hope that h# 
will find himfelf rewarded for the patience 
which my abominable impediments Jiavc 
obliged him to exercife, in bearing with my 
involuntary delays. At prefent, I muft con- 
fefs, that I fijnd myfelf in want of repofe. 
I have written two a£b without taking 
breath, and without reft, the third would 
fuffer. 

It now happens, that the prince of JaEf- 
bergbaufen, who expe&s their Imperial ma- 
jefties on a vifit at Schojftroff^ his country 
feat, the 23d inftant, thinks he lhall want 
me to fay grace to the magnificent entertain* 
ments preparing on this occafion, andfolicits 
me with the obftinacy of a Swifs, to be of 
the party. Indeed the fervice of my fove- 
reigns is in queftion, though indire&ly, as 
well as the pleafing a prince to whom I am 
indebted for a thoufand diftin&ions : fo that 
as I fhall at the fame time enjoy the necefTary 
• reft from my poetical labours, I have refolved 
to pay my duty to my patrons, and the prince, 
in the country next Tuefday, and afterwards 
to make a vifit to the Countefs of Althan in 
Moravia ; whom I did not follow this year, 
that I might devote myfelf wholly to your 
fervice ; and at my return, repofed and re- 
fitted, 
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fited, give to our opera the termination and 
laft polifti. So that I may fay, that my dear 
Gemello is already obeyed ; as what remains 
of the labour, is already included in what is 
done, like the chicken in the egg, which only 
wants to be fate upon. 

I know not whether you have ever heard 
of a Neapolitan compofer called Cocchi: I 
have feen an opera fet by him, my Semira- 
mide, which pleafed me much. Pray take 
notice, that though I recommend him, he 
neither knows me, nor I him, and no one 
has fpoken to me in his favour ; but I was 
fo ftruck with the brevity, fire, expreffion, 
and judgment, manifefted in his Semiramis^ 
that I fliould not wifli for better mufic to my 
new opera. I repeat it, that I have not the 
leaft view in praifing him; and only fpeak 
with that candid abundance of heart, which 
I naturally ufe to all, but particularly to my 
dear Gemello. 

What I beg of you moft earneftly is, to 
infill in the moft peremptory manner, that 
whoever has the opera to fet, (hall keep it a 
great fecret, and on no account fufFer a copy 
to be taken. The hungry printers, greedy 
of the fmalleft gain, are always on the watch 
in Italy; and you may perhaps have the 

amufe- 



Digitized by Google 



MM ) 

amnfement of feeing it in print, before ll 
is performed. I have fometimes fufferecJ 
through the fault of my patrons themfelvesy 
who having had copies of fome of my pieces 
forperulal previous to performance, and from 
partiality to the author, fuffering them to be 
re&d by others, without knowing how, they 
have got into print before the proper time'. 
As I fliall not fpeak of this new compofition 
at court, to avoid all riik, and fliall be parti- 
cularly careful on my fide, I hope you will be 
fo on yours. Perhaps you will tell me, that 
the inconvenience would not be great, as the 
opera will always be new when it is repre- 
sented, and muft be known to have been 
written exprefsly for you ; yet this manner 
of reafoning does not fatisfy my delicacy. 

And now, my dear Swifs, adieu. The 
mufes have kept me a prifoner in my den ; 
and, atprefent, propriety requires thatlfhoukt 
fee fome particular perlbns, previous to my 
leaving the city. I lhall therefore dHpatch 
a lift of vifits, and away. 

Frain, Sept. 7, 1754. 



A letter written about this time to Siov 
Francefco Ridolfi, at Madrid, who feemstc* 

have 
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have been Farinelli's friend and affiftant in 
the opera regency at the court of Spain, 
would hardly be worth tranflating, but for 
the intelligence it contains relative to mufical 
tranfa&ions. The flighted letters of Metaf- 
tafio, in the original, have an elegance of 
diftion, and felicity of expreflion, that in- 
cline me to think them of more importance, 
than I am able to prove in my own lan- 
guage. 



LETTER VI. 

TO SIG. F. RIDOLFI. 

I receive your moft obliging letter in 
the forefts of Moravia, where I intend to 
ipend the remainder of the autumn in the 
company of the Countefs d'Althan, the ge- 
neral her fon, and many noble guefts of 
both fexes; and where I hope for a little 
refpite from thofe diabolical hypochondriac 
complaints which fo much afflift me. Your 
moft welcome letter found me ftruggling with 
a catarrh and feverette, for which I receive 
compliments, as a falutary thing ; but I am 
more inclined to gi 
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thstn tb thank my friends for their felicita- 
tions. To-day it has not vifited me, and I 
begin to hope that it has taken leave. I am 
extremely afflifled at the perfecutions which 
my dear Gemello fuffers in his ftomach: 
embrace him tenderly, in my name, I entreat 
you ; and allure him, that I feel all his fuffer- 
ings in my foul, aggravated by the anxiety 
incident to a long and fincere friendfhip, 
which has too much time to torment itfelf 
in the intervals between letter and letter, at 
fuch an enormous diftance. 

I rejoice that he has at length received 
the defigns for Ahjfandro. Pray remind him, 
that thefe are not meant to cramp the inven- 
tion of his own archite&s ; but merely to 
explain the fituations, and to leave the in- 
vention of fcenes to their pleafure. 

In the firft week of next month, I fhall re- 
turn to Vienna in order to intrench myfelf 
againft the cold of* winter, and to put the laft 
hand to the opera which I have promifed 
my Swifs Twin; who has had the art of 
forcing me, in fpite of all my complaints, to 
break my firm refolution not to teaze the 
Mufes. But who can refift a dear fea mon- 
fter, difguifed like a Swifs. . 

I am unacquainted with the merit of the 

.... Parigi, 
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Parjgi, but I hear a very good account both 
of her figure, and abilities. The Ghiringbella, 
who has bee/i much approved here in men's 
parts, is a graceful young perlbn, with whom 
1 hope you will be pleated. 

I entreat you, once more, to embrace my 
dear Gemello affectionately, and believe me 
to be with the moft perfeft efteem and friend- 
fhip. 

Frainin Moravia, Sept. 27, 1754. 



The firft letter of the year 1755, which 
feems to have been preferved, is addrefled, 

LETTER VII. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. % 

Your letter of the 20th of laft month, 
which 1 received yefterday evening, has been 
a painful companion to me all night, and is 
ftill obftinately fixed in my mind. The 
dreadful danger of lofing the moft excellent 
organ of the foul, puts you hi fo pitable a 
ftate, that it drives every idea from my mind, 
which I ought to recollett for your confola- 

k 2 tion 



Digitized by Google 



( 13* ) 

tlon. My dear Pafquini ! what can I pofli- 
bly fuggeft to you ? You know as well as 
any one, all the afliftance that reafbn and 
rhetoric can adminifter in fimilar cafes; 
and it would be a tirefbme piece of pedan- 
try, to attempt ringing them in your ears. 
Religion and philofophy are the moft ufeful 
companions, during fuch tempefts: hope 
firmly, or heroically relinquifh that remedy : 
there is no drug more poifonous than feeble 
hope. It is indilputable, that our burthens 
are rendered more light, or more heavy, in 
proportion to its fervor. An enormous 
weight does not oppreis us, if well placed on 
the fhoulders, though an inconfiderable one 
becomes infupportable, if awkwardly carried. 
I confole myfelf in my miferies, which 
though not to be compared with yours, are 
confiderable, by reflefting, that I am not al- 
ways to be confined to this troublefome and 
dirty Inn ; that there is an infinite number of 
mortals more wretched than myfelf : and 
that providence puts our misfortunes on, a 
level, by our virtue. Be affbred, my dear 
friend, that you will either foon fee the firft 
diminifhed, or feel the fecond encreafed. If 
you can poffibly conceive how much I fufFer in 
being able to afford you no better confolation 

'than 
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than words, you will return me part of that 
compaflion which is fo juftly due to youi; 
fituation from my friendfliip. Adieu, 'my 
dear friend. Let me foon rejoice in your re- 
covery, or admire your fortitude — at leaft, 
fpare me, if poflible, the painful office of 
pitying you, 

Vienna, Feb. 3> 175s. 

» 



LETTER VIIL 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

Thanks, my dear friend, foi; the Icqui- - 
fition of the mod worthy count Alejandro 
Bogino*s partiality, which your kindnefs has 
procured me. The pifture which you have 
* drawn of him, no lefs than his fonnets, tell 
me how much you muft be delighted with 
this uncommon aflemblage of fo many en- 
viable qualities. Aflure him of my devout 
acknowledgments; offer him my fincere 
fervices ; tell him, that from the gay flowers 
which his happy genius has already produced, 
I judge of the excellence of the fruit which 
will follow ; and tell him not to fufFer the 
fmalleft weed or error to take root in fo nb- 

K 2 blc 
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blc a foil, unlefs it be that which feduces him 
to honour mc with his friendfhip. 

La Corona is a compofition, which, in 
fortune, has far exceeded my hopes. It is 
not for my intereft to examine the merit of 
it ; and if it fhould be ftill of lefs value than 
it feems, I ought, at leaft, to be grateful for 

the difcovery of fo confiderable a number of 

< 

friends. 

Adieu'. Salute, in my name, the venerable 
Prieftlefs ; embrace the whole facred and pro- 
fane moft flourifliing family ; love me, take 
care of yourfelf, and believe me to be, &c. 



In his correfpondence with his Roman 
friend, Argenvilliers,thisyear, Metaftafiowas 
provoked to attempt a long period in Spaniih, 
in anfwer to one that he had received from 
that Gentleman. At the end of his labour 
he exclaims: 



LETTER IX. 

Oh what a terrible fatigue ! I am in a 
violent perfpiratiqn from head to foot. I 
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hope you will never attempt to put me to 
(uch another trial. I have never written or 
fpoken Spanifli : and the chief part of the 
many books that I have read, have been 
poets ; fo that my profe muft be much in- 
fe&ed by the fantafticalnefs of ParnafTus. 
But I fhall fay no more, as my riik with 
fuch a friend as you, is not very great. For 
if myjhetoric fliould make you laugh, I am 
certain that you will have the charity to 
laugh alone. 

I hope you will neither rejoice nor grieve 
muph, concerning the choice of dramas for 
this theatre. The fingers of the prefent 
times wholly forget, that their bufinefs is to 
imitate the fpeech of men, with numbers and 
harmony: on the contrary, they believe 
themfelves more perfeft, in proportion as 
theij: performance is remote from human 
nature. Their models are Nightingales, Fla- • 
geolets, Crickets, and Grafshoppers ; not the 
perfonages they reprefent, or their affedlions, 
When they have played their Symphony 
with the throat, they believe they have ful- 
filled all the duties of their art. Hence the 
audience keep their hearts in the moll per- 
fect tranquillity, and expeft the performers 
merely to tickle their ears. 

M For 
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For this purpofe, there is no occafion for 
good dramas ; on the contrary, I fttould wilh 
that, not only words were baniflied from our 
theatres* but the whole alphabet, except a 
pair of vowels (o). ^ 

Vienna, y Agofto a 28, di 17$$. 



LETTER X. 



TO THE SAME. 



I am obliged to teaze you to day, my dear 
friend, frorn, neceffity. But among your 
other virtues, as you are pofletfed of a large 
portion of patience, there is perhaps no harm 
in my putting you in the way how to make 
ufe of it. Having a fmall capital at Naples 
of 900 Ducati, and there being at Rome a 

(0) If Metaftafio were now living, he might have (aid, 
K except a Jingle vowel." In his time, divilions were fre* 
quently given to the vowel O ; but at prefent, Italian com- 
pofers affign them only to A 5 on which more labour is 
beftowed by the Maeftro, and attention by the audience, 
than on all the poetry and fentiments of the fingers. If, 
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of the abufe of execution, which has been increaling ever 
fince, what would he lay now? 

fmall 
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fmall fum unoccupied in your hands, as a 
good father of a family, it feems my duty 
not to let this money be idle. In Rome it 
will produce little more than three per cent, 
and here it is eafy to get five : fo that I have 
determined on the moft profitable bargain. 
I hope, my dear friend, that you will ap- 
prove my refolution, and excufe, with your 
ufual partiality, this new trouble. Such in- 
conveniences, are unavoidable taxes on thofe 
excellent qualities of heart and mind, with 
which you are endowed. Adieu. 

Vienna, September 8, 1755. 

LETTER XI. 

» 

TO THE SAME. 

Hurried away by the torrent of letters, 
which have been accumulated, during three 
weeks abfence in the country, I muft anfwer 
in the ^reateft hafte your two admirable let- 
ters of the 13th and 27th of laft month, 
which are this moment arrived together. 

If my Spanifh letter does not abound with 
grammatical errors, I fhall be very proud, and 
am obliged to you for difcovering in me a 
faculty of which I was ignorant. Find out 

fome 

1 
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fome other, I befeech you: as you h&vc fo ex- 
cellent 3 knack at inveftigation. . 

v . 

The reft of Metaftafio's letters to this cor- 
refpoudent during 1755, having been written 
merely on fubjefts of bufinefs, offer nothing 
but what may have flowed from an inferior 
pen. We (hall therefore refume his more 
interefting, and conftant correfpondence, 
with his friend, the Cavalier Carlo Bros- 
chi, better known by the name of pARir 

tfELLI. 

* • 

LETTER XII. 

I never, |ny moll dear Gemcllo, wanted 
the afliftance of a true friend like you, fo 
much as at this moment : and you, without 
knowing my diftrefs, have beftowed that 
affiftaqce in your laft moft affedhonate let- 
ter, by your kind expreffions with which I 
confole myfelf, in imagining that I fhall not 
remain in a defert after the unexpe&ed, 
affli&ing, and eternal lofs, which we have 
fuftained of our moft worthy Countefs d'Al- 
than ! A Rheumatic inflammatory fever, 
cancelled her from the number of the living, 
in fix days, at 1 1 o'clock at night, on the 

firft 
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firft of this month. She died as fhe lived, 
that is, heroically fulfilling, with ferene for- 
titude, all the offices of a chriftian and a 
mother. There is no one that does not feel 
her lofs moft fenfibly, and admire and extol 
her virtue, from our anguft Sovereigns, to 
the lowelj order of the people : circum- 
ftances, my dear friend, which in fome 
degree afford me confolation ; but do not 
reftore Her! A friendfhip of more than four 
and twenty years, free from remorfe, are ties 
which cannot be broken without a cruel 
ftiock. You are involved in this calamity, 
for you have loft a good and true friend. 

I am obliged to you for the reception 
which Sig. Bonechi has obtained from you on 
my account, and am proud of the obliging 
zeal which the Archbifhop, Monfignor Mi- 
gazzi, has manifefted in favour of our poet. 
He is a man of genius and knows the world. 
This laft quality inclined me to recommend 
him to you, even more than his rank in Par- 
nalfus. And now he has been the means of 
proving the extent of your kindnefs for mc, 
I love him better than ever. 

Thirty-five days have elapfed fince the 
departure of my packet, fo that I now fup- 
pofe my new opera is in your hands, I per- 

3 , ceive 
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ceive that it was not arrived when your lad 
letter was written, and hope that no acci- 
dent or indifpofition of the moft obliging 
bearer, has occafioned its travelling fo flow. 
The weather has been fo horrible, that it is 
natural to throw all the blame upon that* 
If he fhould have reached Madrid when this 
arrives, I beg you to prefent my refpe&s, 
and to afiure him of my perfe6t efteem and, 
gratitude. 

Pray endeavour, by every means poflible, to 
perfuade our moft venerable prelate, Migazzi, 
to continue his generous partiality for me, of 
which I am fo jealous and fo proud. Reve- 
rence him devoutly in my name, and pro- 
cure me a little of his affe&ion. Adieu, 
dear Gemello : take care of yourfelf, if you 
wifh well to your, &c. 

Vienna, March 12, 1755. 

LETTER XIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I began to fear that my Nitteti wa$ 
alhamed to appear at the court of Madrid, 
and that retreating into fome hermitage on 
the way, fhe had refolved to pafs a folitary 

life. 



Digitized by 



( Ut ) 

9 

life. I quitted Vienna the 20th inftant, 
without knowing what was become of her. 
You fee plainly, that after a fufpenfe of five 
months, I had reafbn to be uneafy. Thank 
Heaven, fliehas at length found the road; and 
now enjoys, near you, the convenient and 
delicious abode, which as a fond father, I 
had forefeen would be granted to her, for 
your fake ; whofe kindnefs was likely to fup- 
ply the defe&s of fuch merit as {he had been 
able to draw from the exhaufted treafury 
of her fire. 

Regard her as a little niece of a good dif- 
pofition, and (hew her off to fiich advantage, 
that (he may at leaft feem beautiful. The 
clemency with which ftie has been received 
by your benignant fovereigns, comforts, but 
does not furprife, me. This is not the firft 
time that my fortunate produftions have ex- 
perienced their goodnels. They have been 
long accuftomed to the mod illuftrious pre- 
miums, merely for my obedience, which has 
generally been preceded by benefits. 

I am very much obliged to you for your 
affe&ionate condolence, and the confolation 
which you have endeavoured to adminifter 
for the irreparable lofs which we have both 
fuftaiued, of a worthy and perfeft friend ; 

but 
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but I ixmft confefs, that my mind has not yet 
recovered its former tranquillity. Nor to 
accomplilh this^ my dear Gemello, do I 
know whether I fliould become more wile 
or more fooliftu But I am certain, that I 
mult be very different from what I am at 
prefent. What I am unable to do for my- 
lelf, time and neceflity, the harlh, but cer- 
tain mailers of our miferable feelings, will 
do for me. 

For heaven's fake, give me a better ac- 
count of your own health. It feems as if 
your headachs, and relaxed ftomach, had a 
fecret correfpondence with my obftinate and 
moft uncivil nervous affe&ions : and if I 
could once hear of your good health, I fliould 
have great hopes of mine. Like true Twins, 
we fufficiently refemble each other in our 
fufferings ; it is time we fhpuld begin to be 
fimilar in happinefs. 

Say a thouland refpeftful and affeflionatc 
things for me to our molt worthy Monfignor 
Migazzi. Why, alas ! am not I allowed 
fometimes to make a third in your confabu- 
lations ! Be allured, however, that I very 
frequently enjoy that happinefs, mentally. 

1 long for the arrival of Count Torrepal- 
ma, and lhall avail mylelf of the prejudices 

in 
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in my favour with which you have pofleffed 
him. Adieu, my dear Gemello, I am and 
ever fhall be, &c. 

Vienna, May 24, 1755. 



With his opera of Nitteti, Metaftafio fent 
the following Sonnet. 

Al Cavalifcre 
D. Carlo Broschi 

« 

• * • 

Farinelli. 

. • i • . . 

LAutort di Nittetu 

. So NET TO. 
'I * 
$>uejla nata pur or qulprejfo al polo 

Mia prole y ch'io confacro al fog Ho Ibero, 

Raccogii, 0 Carlo, id a projlrarji alfuoh 

Le infegnoy ofpitey amicoy a condottiero. 

Penfa y che il fuo dejlin fido a U fohy 
Che fei dtlfopra eccitator primiero ; 
E che apprefer gemelli a fciorre il volo 9 
La tua voce in Parnafo e il mio penftero. 

Pen/ay che quando Te P Italia ojlenta 
Per onor deW Armcnka famigliay 

Vorno de* Carmi un tuo dover diventa : 

Ejt quejlo dover non ticmfigliay 

Grato l* amor del padre al men rammer t a ; 
E del padre Famor rendi alia figlia. 

Sonnet 



( H4 ) 

Sonnet to Farinelli. 

■ 

Addrefled to him from Vienna, with the 
opera of Nitteti, written at his requeft, and 
to be performed under his dire&ion, at the 
court of Madrid. 

My offspring deftin'd for the Iberian (hore 
Protect, Oh Charles ! though fofter'd near the pok ; 
Teach her, when jflroftrate, favour to implore 
With all the ardor of thy friendly foul. 

Remember that on Thee fhe calls for aid, 
Whofe kind fuggeftions drew her into light, 
And that my Mufe and thy tweet voice eflay'd 
Like Twins, in youth, to fcale Parnaffus' height. 

When o'er her tuneful fons of high renown, 
Italia gave the fov'reignty to thee, 
It then became the duty of thy crown 
To aid the filler art of Poefy. 



But if this duty no fuchcounfel give, 
Thy bofom let an old afFe&ton fire ; 
And let the helplefs child that love receive, 
Which has fo long been iavifhed on her Sire* 



LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Oh how numerous, and how different, are 
the fenfations, my dear Gemello, which 
i your 
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your letter of the ioth of September has ex- 
cited ! Love, tendernefs, confufion, grati- 
tude, terror,- wonder, and a thoufand others 
iXdrich are. felt, but cannot be defcribed. I 
have experienced at the bottom of my foul, 
the moft violent affii&ion for the deftrudtion 
of the unhappy Lifbon. What horror ! 
What a fcourge ! What mifery ! Poor hu- 
manity!— Yet among all thefe motives of 
terror and forrow, the ample field which 
providence has opened to your benevolent 
fovereign, for excrcifing the great and admir- 
able qualities of his heart, affords me fome 
confolation. What he has done, and is ftill 
doing, on this dreadful occafion, would ap- 
pear nothing but poetical inventions, if as- 
cribed to my Titus or Alexander Thefe are 
adtions, my dear Gemello, which do honour 
to human nature, Happy the mortal des- 
tined by Heaven, to be the inftrument of 
fuch glory to all our fpecies. 

And among fuch tragical events, have 
your admirable fovereigns deigned to lend 
an ear to the humble fentiments of my 
grateful fubmiffion ? Oh matchlefs clemency ; 
unexampled benignity! and has my difcre- 
tion been commended for being fatisfied 
with their profufe beneficence ! Ah, my dear * 

vol. ii. v Gemello, 
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Gemello! if mine has been difcrction, I defy 
your great monarchs, with all their power, 
to find an indifereet perlbn among mortals. 

I venerate the juft refolution of your 
pious fovereign, to fufpend the celebration 
of the intended feftiyfcl. The thought is 
well worthy of the mind which produced 
it. When heaven fl**U be appealed, and 
mental tranquillity reftored, give what di- 
rections you pleafe for the decorations of the 
new drama. It cannot be in hands more 
friendly, or more expert, than your own. 

Whether Egypt appears in a car, or on 
an elephant, I know that you will be at- 
tentive to his dignity, and careful that the 
reprefentation (hall be furniflied with all 
the barbarous pomp with which my head 
was filled, while this drama was writing. 

Before I finilh, let me make a confeffion 
to you. I have been a long while liberal of 
ihuff at your expence. All the dilettanti 
nobility, pay their court to me on your ac- 
count, .and my fhuff has ufurped your name. 
Many have lent commiflions to Madrid, for 
fome of the lame kind, but none have fuc« 
ceeded. Stimulated, not only by my indif- 
ereet nofe, but by vanity, I was on the point 
of begging your charity, before I was quite 
3 a bank' 
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a bankrupt, when your laft magnificieht 
and elegant prefent arrived. This opprefled 
me to fuch a degree, that I loft all courage 
to torment you again, as it appeared to me, 
an unpardonable infatiability to have any 
want remaining, after fuch exceflive remu- 
neration. During this time, the Marquis 
Paul came to vifit me, in order to exprefs 
his infinite gratitude, for the favours which 
you have conferred on his brother. I proud- 
ly difplayed to him the prefent I had re 
ceived, and hiftorically related my diftrels, 
in being unable to mufter fufficient courage 
to apply to you for ammunition for my nofe f 
and the nofes of others. He then only 
laughed ; but, when I met him a few days 
after, he confeffed to me, that he had written 
my whole melancholy ftory to his brother. 
I bluftied at this information, and fcolded; 
but to own the truth, (as twins fliould always 
do to each other) when the firft tranfport 
of my wrath was over, I did not feel much 
injured. Your royal Patrons call me dif- 
creet. Ah, for charity's fake, my dear Ge- 
mello, let me enjoy their good opinion, and 
CQnqsal this trait in the hiftory of my life. 
Adieu. It is late. Lgve me as ufuaJ, 

1 x :ui4 
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and be aflured of the perfeft and inviolable 
fympathy of your moll faithful Gemello. 

Vienna, December 5, 1755- 

» 

LETTER XV. 

' * . . . 

TO MONSIGNOA SABATINI, BISHOP OF 

MODENA. 

! The moftlearned, though partial judg- 
ment, which you have pronounced, moll 
illuftcious and reverend Sir, on my fortunate 
little verfes, and which has been exa&Iy 
Communicated to me by our dear cavalier 
Montecuccoli, demands my warmed grati- 
tude. This opinion, which has more weight 
than that of a whole public, can never have 
Wen given with a view to excite and foment 
rily vanity, by one deftined and formed by 
providence to correft the frailties of others. 
Your reverence mull therefore have ima- 
gined me eifted with a modeftv, and mode- 
ration, (ufficicnt to refill a Ihock which 
would have have annihilated all the fana- 
tical floicifm of the proud family of Zeno. 
^1 confefs myfeff flattered by the" credit which 
you have given me oh this occafion; and 

hope 
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hope to enjoy it without the remorfe of un- 
deceiving you. I can never, without the 
greateft ingratitude, forget, not only the 
generous friendfhip, but paternal affe&ion, 
with which your reverence has defigned to 
honour me. I am that > 

Strahonem 

jfppellat pcetum pater f et pulium y male parvus 
Si cuifilius ejl. 

Hor. Sat. Lib. i. 3. 44. 

Nor ihould we to their faults be more fevere, 

Than an indulgent father to his heir, 

If with diftorted eyes the urchin glares, 

V Oh, the dear boy, how prettily he ftares ! " 

Is he of dwarfifh and abortive fize ? 

« Sweet little moppet," the fond father cries. 

Francis. 

So that I do not eftimate my poetical 
merit by your favourable judgment, but by 
your affcdion, which cannqf be a mediator 
in degrading your equal : an honour, of 
which I am more ambitious, than of the 
laurels of Homer. Among all the favours 
which you heap upon me, I beg your Lord* 
fhip to grant me this, of regarding you as a 
brother poet, without diminifliing the juft ve- 
neration due to your other fuperior qualities. 

The learning and method with which 
your Lordfhip has analyfed my Epigram, 

I* 3 has 
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has not furprifed me. It is done as I 
ought to have expe&ed it would be, fcy one 
who unites the theory of a m after, with the 
pradice of a workman. The novelty and 
vivacity of your thoughts and ftyle have de- 
lighted me, as emanations of a mind fraught 
with all that folid information, and original 
genius, which have folong excited the refpeft 
ar*d veneration of, &c. 

Vienna, January u, 1756, 
l ■ ■ — ■ 1 

■ 

In writing to his friend, Sig. Argenvilliers, 
at Rome, the beginning of this year* he &ys* 
" I am very curious to know what reception 
the mufic of our Gluck will meet with at 
Rome. He compofes with peculiar fpirit : 
and according to the prefent tafte, which is 
£aid to reign ig that city, I fliould imagine 
that he would give fatisfa&ion," April the 
5 th, he fays : 

" We have ftill here as deep a fnow, and 
as cold a North wind, as we have been 
affli&ed with during the whole winter ; fa 
that little hope remains of our enjoying 
fpring this year : a feafon which very often 
gives way in this climate to its companions. 
Do you, my dear friend, enjoy in my ftead, 

the 
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the fmiling days of your warm Iky, while I 
remain luffocated by the ftoves of this coun- 
try." « 

In another letter, which feems an anfwer 
to one which gave an account of the extraor- 
dinary fuccefs of his dramas at Rome, he 
lays : " The partiality of my native city for 
my produ&ions, is a very equivocal proof of 
their merit. The being infenfible to the de- 
fers of our children, is a weaknefs fo much 
the more pardonable, as it is common to all 
mothers: fo that if her blind approbation 
cannot ferve as a foundation to my vanity, 
it merits, at leaft, that filial tendernefc 
which I fincerely feel for her." 

The explanation of a paflage in one of his 
letters to his Roman correlpondent which 
had alarmed him concerning a young man 
whom he had recommended to the notice of 
our poet, is pleafant. 

Your letter of the 6th of June, made me 
laugh at the unexpe&ed agitation into which 
you were thrown on account of Sig. Nicco* 
lino Pavefe. He had beeii to vifit me four 
or five times ; and, notwithftanding I had 
entreated him to favour me with his com- 
mands, I never was able to get a word from 
him, by which I could difcover his wants. 
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So that concluding there was nothing in 
which I could ferve him, I made ufe, in 
writing to you, of the following expreffion : 
his wants muji be impalpable, that is, cannot 
be felt, have no exiftence. Indeed it ap- 
pears to me, that the young man has judg- 
ment, talents, and, according to his account, 
that he has acquired by his relidence in Vi- 
enna, all the ufeful knowledge which an ex-' 
perienced and wife merchant would wifh to 
pofTefs. Therefore make yourfelf eafy, my 
dear friend ; and fince you have patience to 
correlpond with a poet, try to familiarize 
yourfelf a little with the language of Parnaf- 
fus. Never fear my exceeding your inftruc- 
tions, in the credit I give to perfons whom 
you recommend. I undsrftand you perfectly, 
know the limits which you wifti to be ob- 
fcrved, and fhall never exceed them. 

Command me with more freedom, and do 
not let me haye the mortification of always 
recognizing in your orders themfelves, a cer- 
tain apprehenfion of incommoding me, which 
feems a 'tacit cenfure of the manner with 
which I have abufed your a&ive friegidlhip. 

*>•!•' , C * • 

* * 

• • ...» 

« 

LET- 

« ♦ * 
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LETTER XVI. 

TO THE ABATE PASQUINI. 

* «. 

I take time, my dear Pafquini, in ai}fwer* 
ing your letter of laft February, becaufe, the 
bufinefs it contains, will not be injured by 
delay ; and becaufe my negligence will be 
treated with more indulgence, by fuch a 
man as you, than by a thoufand others, who 
cxadt with more rigour the performance of 
every duty, in proportion to the infecurity 
of their friendfhips. 

Your imagining my laft letter artful, is a 
certain proof that we are not agreed about 
the idea of true and fa/fe, of Jimple and arti- 
JiciaL The confeffing that I had received a 
letter from you fometime fince, but did not 
anfwer it, left it fhould bring on fome dif- 
agreeable difcuflions, appears to me a truth 
fb naked and unadorned, that to have fup- 
prelfed it from a confidential friend, would 
have been harfti, and uncourteous. That all 
men are bounc| by the laws of nature, to af- 
fift the unhappy, but that the obligation of 
prote&ing merit, is feferved for the power- 

ful, 



I 



Di 



(154 ) 

ful, arc fimple and inconteftible proportions. 
'That it would be as inhuman not to fuccour 
our equals, as ridiculous to pretend to pro- 
teft them, is a corollary which neceflarily 
arifes out of the preceding axiom. Now 
have, the charity to tell me, how you were 
able to difcover in a letter which contains 
truths fo folid and fo undifguifed, an artifice 
fo fubtil as to be as much out of the reach of 
my penetration now, as it was diftant from 
my thoughts when it was written ? If the 
tenour of that letter was artful, the contrary 
will be fimple: the following is therefore, 
according to your opinion, the manner in 
which I fhould have written, in order to 
avoid Ijeing artful: J have been prevented 
from anfwering your letter by the multiplicity of 
my avocations, the want of health, the fault of 
the pofi which has been later than ufual, &c. I 
am extremely unhappy at my inability to per*, 
form, thofe offices for you which you require % 
having already expended my interejl in favour 
of another, previous to your application ; or elfe 
1 ft all do every thing in my power to fecond 
your wijhes, and then without lying, avail 
myfelf in negotiating the b\rfinefs of the con- 
dition, as much as pofjible* 

- This 
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This may be the fraixk and fimple manner 
which you wiflied for in my laft letter : but 
before I adopt it, my dear Pafquini, I muft 
make the experiment : and hoc opus. Adieu, 
my dear friend. Take care of your health, 
and believe me, without the leaft fliadow of 
art, Sec, 

Vienna, April 15, 1756. 

LETTER XVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

You cannot be ignorant, my dear Pafquini, 
of the circumftances in which the Emprefs 
Queen finds herfclf at prefent. You know 
that in order to avoid being fwallowed up by 
a greedy neighbour, (he is obliged to have 
in the field, one hundred and fixty thoufand of 
her own troops ; without enumerating thofe 
of a fingle ally, or mentioning feventy or 
eighty thoufend ftationed in different garri- 
fons. And in knowing this, you may imagine 
how empty that treafury muft be, while the 
ufual revenue of her anceftors, who were 
never put to half this expence, is fo much 
(iiminiftied ; and yet, in fjpite of this infor- 
mation, you wilh to draw water from fo 

a 

♦ exhaufted 
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exhaufted a fountain. But though this is au 
indubitable proof of , the urgency of your 
wants, whichpenetrates me with compaffion, 
yet it does not infpire me, for a moment, 
with fiifficient courage to attempt a meafure, 
which without being of any ufe to you, 
would juftly entitle me to cenfure for my 
indifcretion. You muft be certain that pub- 
lic diftrefs muft neceflarily occafion private ; 
and will therefore, I hope, pity me, if to 
fympathife in your diftrefs, is all the affift-* 
ance, at prefent, in the power of your, &c. 

Vienna, September 20, 1756, 

LETTER XVIII, - 

* • 

TO THE SAME. 

* 

I am extremely diffatisfied with your 
filence, and fhould be infinitely more dis- 
contented, if the occafion of it difpleafed me 
leis. Your fuftering under an infirmity is a 
Sufficient excufe for you,- but is no confola- 
tion for me ; nor at fuch a price do I wifh to 
be innocent. If ever it fhould happen again, 
that through the temptation of the devil, 
you fhould think me guilty of neglefiing 
you, take care not to have recourie to the 

ftratagcm 
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ftratagem of iilnefs.* You may be miftakefi 
for once in your meafures ; and fuch errors 
are pardonable. Let me rather fcold : but 
what will he the confequence ? Your ears 
muft already be callous to my paternal ho- 
milies ; and you know, by long experience, 
that I bite like a fheep, and not like a wolf. 

My nervous affedtions are this year much 
encrcafed by the arrival of winter, and my 
patience is proportionabfy diminifhed. But 
what can I do ? I have nothing forit but 
to fufter and hope : every weight ill carried 
is encreafed in gravity. And as it is impof- 
fible for us to make human mifery accom- 
modate itfelf to our will, it is more prudent, 
and lefs fruitlefs, for us to try to accommo- 
date ourfelves to human mifery. . 

But let us not plunge into the moralizing 
gulph. This is very often an hypochondriac 
effedl, which by encouraging complaint, be- 
comes itfelf a new caufe for it. 

Vienna, O&ober 8, 1756, 



We are enabled, by the correfpondence 
with Pafquini, to judge of the frank and 
open manner with which our poet treated his 
old and intimate friends: and the following 

letter 
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letter may ferve as a fpcrimen of the delica- 
cy and politenefs with which he received the 
proffered friendfliip of new correfpondents, 
who wiflied for his opinion of their works. 



LETTER XIX. 

TO THE CAVALIER ANTON-FILIPPO ADAMI. 

I shall not dwell long on the exceflive ex- 
preflions of efteem with which you are pleaf- 
ed to honour me, in order to fhun the fa- 
tigue and difficulty of defending myfelf from 
the affaults of vanity, by which, authorized 
by your approbation, I may be infidioufly fe- 
duced. I am confufed at the favourable 
judgment which you pronounce ; but {hall 
not try to undeceive you, for fear I fhould 
fliake the foundation of that friendfhip which 
you offer me, and which I wifh to merit. 
I have repeatedly perufed, Sir, and always 
with juft admiration, the fonnets which you 
have been pleafed to communicate to me. 
I have found in them all, a robuft and noble 
ftyle, deep learning, lively fancy, and, final- 
ly, that unity, proportion, and correfpondence 
of the feveral parts, which diftinguifh an 

inhabit- 
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inhabitant of Parnaffus from a traveller. 
Though I am pleafed with them all, yet the 
fonnets on Providence have ftruck me the 
moft. Perhaps the lefs auftere phyfiognomy 
of thefe, exalts their comparative merit. 

Whenever you fliall be pleafed to com- 
municate to me your correft and poliflied 
produ6tions, they will always afford me plea- 
fure; particularly if they are accompanied 
with luch commands as may afford me an 
opportunity, of manifefting with how much 
refpeft, and zeal, I have the honour to be, &c. 



LETTER XX. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI. 

» 

I am proud, my dear Gemello, of the cu- 
riofity which you tell me I have raifed in 
you concerning Signora Gabrielli ; as, 
to the peculiar and uncommon merit of this 
young perfon, there is a coincidence of 
opinion: and this you may know from our 
friend Count Rofenberg, whofe teftimony is 
of weight; and you can examine him at your 
leifure. But as to the commifTion which you 
have given me of founding this virtuofo in 

order 
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order to difccfvei' htt fentiments concent 
ing an engagement for your royal theatre, 
I am a great novice at it, and indeed have a 
natural averfion to this kind of bufinefs^ 
however, I have executed it exa&ly. What 
would one not undertake for a Gemello ? 

The founding is reduced to this : whether* 
fhe Willi can, and on what conditions ? It ii 
unneceffary to enquire whether (he will ac- 
cept of an honour at which all are afpiring; 
but to the common eagernefs, fhe has the 
ftimulus of wifhing for a perfonal acquaint- 
ance with You ; being perfuaded, that by ob- 
fervation and attention, fhe might acquire 
from your kindnefs, fuch intelligence in her 
profeffion as is not to be obtained elfewhere. 
So that the firft point meets with no impedi- 
ment. 

Whether fhe can engage herfelf, is an ar- 
ticle of ftill lefs difficulty : for £he is not 
only able, but can do it at your convenience; 
this muft be explained. Signora Gabrielli is 
ftill engaged at this Imperial theatre for two 
years more ; but our auguft patronefs having 
lately refolved to fhut the lyric theatre during 
the prefent war, has had the clemency to 
acquaint this performer, that though her 
contra6l will not be terminated thefeitwo 
. . years f 
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years, fhe is at liberty to engage herfelf elfe- 
where, if (he ftiould not chufe to remain idle. 
So that fhe can immediately enter into your 
fervice, and for as long a time as you pleaie. 

And finally, as to the conditions upon 
xvhich lhe chules to engage, they feem ex- 
tremely dilcreet. She propofes the falary of 
Mingotti as a model ; to whom flie is fuperior 
in voice, agility, and figure, in female parts, 
and in other theatrical circumftances. She is 
• ignorant what was allowed to her predecef- 
for for travelling expenc.es; but doubts not 
that the diftance, and the companion which 
flic muft inevitably have in her journey, will 
be confidered. r 

I have now executed your commiflion; 
and hi return for my punctuality, I beg of you 
to be fpeedy in your anfwer, as this virtuofa, 
being unemployed, will doubtlefs have offers 
from other quarters ; and it is' but juft that 
(he fhould know whether (he priay accept them. 
. • I difcover new rivals every d$iy : Count 
Kaunitz has fpokeu to me of you with great 
efteem and affe&ion ; and has particularly 
4efired me tp aft. yop, whether he ftood as 
high in your favour now, as he did formerly, 
a.t Bologna. 

You, my dear Gemello, are a Swifs, graft- 
VOL. ii. M c4 

• > 
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ed on a Piemonteie ; that is (among friends) 
obftinate as the one, and fubtile as the other, 
I wrote for you : Non prendo anctr Vimpegno ; 
and you, like a good Piemontefe, praifed my 
verfes, and explained them in a contrary 
fenfe: and like a perfect Swifs, return at 
midnight to your cups, Bleft you ! my dear 
friend. You are in pofieffion pf a conjuring 
wand, and can do what you ple$^e f But let 
me now fpeal*: of myfelf. 

I am unable to fet about my new work at 
prefent, having four little auguft patrqnefFes, 
who are fond of finging, that biceflfantly 
honour me with their commands, fa, 
mer they go into the country, apd rujal 
jsimufements ufually ferve as a parenthefis to 
mufic. I then hope to be wholly yo^irs* if 
my nervous complaints do not drive me out 
of myfelf. In the mean time, I am trying 
to find fome f\ibje<$t which will admit of the? 
decorations which you Jiave m your head. 
The aflault, fcaling-ladder , and taking a fort, 
in the ancient manner, are tiot incompatible 
with the decorations of <mr theatres at jwc- 
fent, which are quite heroic $ but a Fnir, ^n^ 
illumined Shops, are wholly comic, an4 1 know 
not how they would be received by "the Spec- 
tators. Stampiglia introduced them during 
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t&e laft ccotury iu one of bis dramas called 
Appius Claudius. But comic characters had 
a priucipal ftiare in this drama, and operas 
were then the baftards of comedy and tra- 
gedy, which by degrees are become legiti- 
mate an4 feipvate families. You may very 
well h^ve an illumined £qu$re in the night, 
And inftead of (hops, may illuminate porticos, 
veftiblcs of temples, and other public build* 
ings ; but I dare not mention either Fair or 
Shop 'm my directions for flufting the icenesf 
as it would be giving a handle to the flippant 
impertinence of our little Roman Abate, 
with whofe mQ&e&y you pre w$ll ac- 
quainted, 

Yoy, who know the country in which you 
refide, can judge whether its inhabitants are 
equally delicate : and in cafe they ^re not, 
you might announce in the book of th$ 
words a fqtiare illuminated in a fyftrve manner 
during the nighf. And in this iquare you may 
reprefent fuch architecture as you Avail think 
Jikely to delight the fpe£tator§, Give me 4 
word or two, at your leifure, Ab&X. I may 
meet your ideas, when the occupations in 
which I am engaged, and my capricious 
keajth, flisU chance to give me pgrpaiflion, 

M 2 I ^ould 
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• 

I could have fworn that I had fpoken to 
you concerning MonfignorT Augier (p). He is 
charmed with You, with your heart, and your 
conduit. He often vifits me, notwithstanding 
his immeafurable corpulency ; and mounts 
to the third ftory, where I refide, with the 
lightnefs of the moft Aim dancer. I fliall 
for your fake, embrace as ipuch as poffible 
of his majeftic circumference. 

Monfignor Migazzi is at his bifhopric : and 
he is deftined by many here to fucceed the 
dying archbifhop of Vienna. I believe he 
does not afpire at this honour. He would 
not be a gainer in revenue, and would lofe 
in tranquillity more than he would acquire 
in rank. ; • 

Before I finifh my letter, I muft add two 
refle&ions. Thefirft is, that Signora Gatrielli, 
like the Mingotti y expefts to have the princi- 
pal female part affigned her, and that it 
fliould be exprejfed in the contraft. The fe- 
jcoud refle&ipn is my own, and is to advife 
you, if you have any intention that flie 

fliould fet out next fummer, inftantly to 

■ 

• • > 

(f) See Gprm, Tour Vol. I. Art. Vienna. The 
phyfician of the Pope, and, 1 fuppofe, the Imperial phy- 
jfician, are qualified With the Title of Monfignor^ my Lord. 

fejicj 
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fend a contraft for her to fign, to counteract 
all fuch temptations as fhe will certainly 
have from other quarters. Adieu, my dear 
Gemello* I can write no more. 

Vienna* February i2> 1756. 

LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

In fpi^e of my involuntary delay, 1 am 
hot in much fear of my dear Gemello accuf- 
ing me in his own heart : he is perfe&ly ac- 
quainted with mine, and therefore incapa- 
ble of believing me either cold in my friend- 
fhip, or infincere in my promifes. My ob- 
ftinate nervous complaints ; nymerous inevi- 
table diftraftions ; the certainty of your not 
being in a hurry ; but above all, the ill- 
humour of my capricious mufe, have con- 
fpired to impede my fending you the littler 
cantata which you defired for two voices, 
fo fbon as I wiflied and had promifed. Now, 
that you may allow me to be a confeientious 
man, I (hall pay my debt with an intereft of 
cent per cent ; and, inftead of one cantata, 
fend you two, written exprefsly for your 
ufe. The one intitled, L' Ape, f tie Bee J 

mj more 
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more fportive and chearful ; and the other/ 
which I have baptized. La RitrosIa dis- 
armata, (pe&vijhnefs dtfarmed) more lively 
and charafleriftic' (qj. Both are calculated 
for a&ion : and each, with two fimple drefles, 
and a. little verdant fcene, may, on fliort 
notice, be performed as occafion fhall ferve. 
If you find nothing to pleafe you in thefe 
produ&ions, they will at leaft ferve as tefti- 
monies of the author's friendly zeal ; wky 
hopes that you will continue to love him 
with the fame affe&ion as' he loves you. 

- 

Vienna, Auguffi ar, 1756. 

LETTER XXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

On Tuefday evening, the 2d inft. (No- 
vember) I received from the chancery of our 

court, 

t (q) The date of thefq cantatas, wKich is erroneous in 
the laft Paris edition, has been copied in all the fubfequent 
impreflions of our author's works, down to that of Nice y 
the moft accurate and ample of them all. L'ap* has been 
feid to be written for the Catfeolfc court, in ' 1760 > and LA? 
Ritrosia disarm ata in 1759; miftajces which will be 
corre&ed by the date of this letter, as well as by the hiftory 

of 
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court* your letter of the 29th of September. 
So that to my great impatience, you fee that 
it was thirty-four days on the road ; which 
occafioned me the fliame, and mortification, 
of thinking that you had negle&ed me, or 
been childifhly myfterious concerning the 
fateof Nitteti ; that was delivered herewith 
feveral letters, a fortnight ago. God knows 
Where the courier has diverted himfelf; but of 
this I am certain, that your letter has not 
been detained a moment at the chancery. 
The rifles of private conveyance, my moft 
beloved Gemello, have long determined me, 
to (end my letters conftantly by the port, on 
the certainty of their being delivered to you 
In two and twenty days. But let us wafte 
110 more time in fuch a ufelefs difcuffion. I 
rejoice with you fincerely, in the univerfal 
applaufe and admiration, which the magni- 
ficence and fplendor with which you have 
feafoned my Nitteti, have procured her. 
Who would not gladly write operas with the 
certainty of their becoming prodigies in 
your hands ? 

You tell me, that by the time your letter 

of the times: the princes, for the ufe of whofe court thefe 
little pieces were written, being both deceafed at the time 
fhey have been faid to be produced. 

M 4 arrives, 
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arrives* I mull have received two copies of 
the opera. Thefe are not yet arrived, and 
I know not where to feek them, as you 
have not mentioned by what channel they 
were to be conveyed* The beft part of the 
ftory is, that the fcpera is already printed at 
Rome, and it may happen, that this edition 
will arrive at Vienrta before that of Madrid. 

I have now to teaze you. Cardinal Landl 
has a fecretary, who is a poet j he is an Abate 
of the name of Bandini- He has written 
feveral dramas, one of which, entitled Syila, 
I have feen, and find it very happily verfified, 
and not devoid of theatrical merit. In fhort, 
he is, in my opinion, the beft writer, in that 
way, among thofe who are at prefent em- 
ployed* He afpires much at the glory of 
feeing fome of his offspring appear on your 
royal theatre; and his Cardinal has written 
me a long and preffing letter about him, as 
if a word from me were fufficient to 
eftablifh him in your favour. That word 

- 

you have now received: its effe£t depends 
on your convenience. All I require is an 
atteftation from you, that I have performed . 
my part in the bufinefs ; therefore in your 
next letter to me, pray infert fuch a para- 
graph 

* * - 
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graph as I may tranfmit to the cardinal, to 
unburthen myfelf of the commiflion. 

I am proud of the affe&ionate contention 
between you and our dear Count Rofenberg ; 
but I laugh' at the impoflibility of either 
of you imitating, the inimitable tender- 
nefs with which I am both his and your 
fervant. 

Vienna, November 6, 1756. 



LETTER XXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

• 

At length I have been informed, that two 
little books directed to me were in the cuf- 
tom-houfe, and the day before yefterday they 
were brought to me, with a letter inclofed 
from my amiable Gemello, written Septem- 
ber 1 2th; fo that malignant fate has kept it 
back two months, in fpite of all your care 
and diligence. It feemed neceffary to in- 
form you of this ; left from the tenour of 
-my laft letter, you fhould imagine both the 
books and your own letter loft. Your ex- 
tpreffions perfe&ly agree with the partiality 
which you have always had for me and my 

writings* » 
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Writings. Such convincing proofs of efleeixi 
and affe&ion are grateful, even from indif- 
ferent perfons; confider then what delight 
they rauft afford, when they are beftowed by 
perfons beloved in fiich a manner as you are* 
by your moft faithful Gemello. 

I know not whether the model of my 
TBeroe* refemblesyour Spanilh young females \ 
but this I know, that compared with ours, 
I feem to have violated the rules of proba- 
bility. 

Mtgazzi has not yet appeared. Embrace 
my tyrant Rqfenberg ; but with fuch hearti- 
nefs that he fhall remember it : my flighted 
tendernefs merits fuch vengeance. Yoii 
muft not forget an oftenfible period for Car- 
dinal Landiy and believe me bomb proof. 

Vienna, November 13, 1756* 

LETTER XXIV, 

TO THE SAME. 

I shall anfwer the two letters, \vhich 
though written at the diftarice of a month 
from each other, are now juft arrived 
together; I know not whether from that 
which was firft written travelling too flow, 

* A chara&cr in Nttutu 

or 
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6t the fecond too faft; but however this 
fnay have been, I fhall now give you an ac-« 
Count of my commiffions. 

With refpeft to the duet, I think you are 
too complacent in humouring all the capri* 
ces of our fingers. Ever fince I began to 
write poetry for mufic, I, who am not by 
many miles fb good as you are, have ihut, 
nailed, or rather built up, the door, againft 
all changes of words. We fliould be har-« 
faffed mdeed, if every maggoty theatrical 
Nymph, dainty Adonis, or foppifh Compofer, 
were to decide on the merit of the poctry y 
and make us change the parts of an edifice, 
as if it were compofed of cards. You who 
are now fubje& to thde plagues, tell me if 
it does not feem neceflary to reprefs the un-> 
bridled impertinence of thefe people. But 
do not imagine, moft beloved Gemello, that 
all this preaching arifes from an averfion ta 
labouf, or unwitlingnefs to oblige you: to 
remove all doubt of my relu&ance, I mclofe 
<he duet, not only changed in one, but in 
two different ways; there is nothing di£ 
agreeable to me, which pleafes my deiff 
Gemello ; but it is neceflary to check youar 
\rfual facility, that you may not be always 
*ke vi£Hin of unreafonable people, who are 
4 never 
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never to be fatisfied. If you had afftgnfed 9. 
reaibn for wifhing to change the duet, I 
fliould have adapted myfelf to the opinion of 
others ; but this is to divine it blind- fold : 
and though I pafs for a middling poet, yet I 
have nothing of the prophet in me. In your 
fccond letter, yo\i fay: "no\V they will 
have no duet 2" fiat lux — make it then> 
lays Arlequin. Well, Heaven grant you 
patience. Though, as far as I can fee, you 
have already as much as Job or St. Hilary - 

At length our noble and worthy Monfigncr 
Migazzi is arrived in Vienna : and at our 
firft meeting we have almoft fuffocated each 
other with the number and violence of our 
embraces, and thofe which he brought from 
you, by commiffion* 1 have put his patience 
to extraordinary trials, with my numerous 
and minute queftions concerning your health, 
way of life, friendfhip for me, and the pub- 
lic approbation which you have fb well con- 
trived to merit* He went fo far as to tell 
me, that, confeious of your heroic conduft 
ib circumflances fo feducing, he might ven* 
ture to canonife you without the fear of op- 
pofition. Figure to yourfelf, if you can, 
how fweet fuch mulic muft be to the ears of 

• m yo\ir 
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your moft faithful and affe&ionate Gemello, 
x Heaven preferve and blels you , Amen* 

I am told this inftant, that my moft 
auguft Patronefs is happily brought to bed of 
a little Arch-duke, Te Deum laudamus^ I 
hope that providence, which has hitherto 
preferved her in fimilar circumftances, will 
proteft her from all accidents. The chrift- 
ning will be at 7 o'clock this evening, and 
the new terreftial pilgrim will be named 
Maximilian. This is being a very obliging 
confort, to prefent her hufband with a male 
child on his own birth-day, But what can- 
not the admirable Maria Theresa do ? I 
write amidft the harmonious acclamations 

■ 

of the people, who are running in crouds 
towards the court. The opera which will 
be reprefented to r night in the public theatre, 
will certainly meet with applaufe : what is 
there that cannot pleafe on fucht a day ? 
The drama is my Re Pa/lore, fet by Gluck; 
a Bohemian compofer, whofe fpirit, noife, 
and extravagance, have fupplied the place of 
merit in many theatres of Europe, among 
thofe whom I pity, and who do not confti- 
tute the minority of the folks of this world. 
Thank God, we have no want of fuch audi-, 
tors here. 

Tho 
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The firft woman is Signora Catarina Ga 
£Lli, Romana: a young performer, who cej> 
Mainly has not her equal for excellence in 
-voice, tafte, or a&ion. (Pray take nptice by 
ivay of Parenthefis, that 1 am not in love witlj 
her.) Our Monfignor fAugier* when he 
firft heard her, burft into rapturous expres- 
sions of wonder and delight; and it wa$ 
©nly doing her juftice. The firft jnai* i$ 
gig. Mazzanti, a great player on the vio- 
lin infalfet ; but even He has his admirers, 
3s we have palates for every Jkind of faucc, 
When I Jiear finging, I am not fatisfied with 
pnere furprife, but wifh the Jieart to have 
a fliare in the delights of the ear. gut this 
Js a fcience granted only to few j and nature 
jdoes not often go out of her way to make 
Farinjej-lis. The other fingers ojf our 
ppera, to fhorten my narrative;, you may 
imagine what you pleafe. 

I am glad you efteem our moft worthy 
Count de Rofenbergb ; in this particular, I 
have no pretentions to emulate you ; but as 
♦to love, I (hall claim my ancient rights with 
my utmoft vjgour. If you are guilty of any 
foul play, expeft a furious fatire in your 
praife, in which my riv^l will have the 
principal part. In the a<5t of reverencing 
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and embracing him in my name, I leave 
you to chant the Antiphon. 

Cruel Gemello ! and do you ftill want 
me to fuffer the pangs of child-birth again ! 
After fo many labours, do you think I 
have not loft the power of bringing forth? 
Do all the naufeas, the breeding <jualms; the 
throes, and fears of mifcarriages and abor- 
tions, which 1 have experienced, go for 
nothing i any more than the apprehenfians, 
Occasioned by the rank and penetration of 
the demy-gods for whom I am to encrealc 
my oifepring? I have been fo rewarded, 
that I have not the courage to refufe ; but I 
fear the enterprife fo much, that I dare not 
jmdertake It. 

Alt* it mlnaciio fdtgniy 
Non H promttto amor : 
Won frendo annr Pimpegn$ % 
Won h ricufo anatr (V), 

J threaten not difdain, 
Nor flatt'ring language ufe; x 
» My fentence I reftrain, 
gut-do not quite refufe. 

.A&cu VOf ever dear and admirable Gemello. 

Vienna, December 1756. 

M Parody of an air in the firft a& of Came In Utica. 

LET- 
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TO THE SAME. 

• • » . 

You tell fo many people that you love me, 
and publifih it exprefsly in print, that 
there is not a corner of the habitable e^rth 
fo obfcure, as to be ignorant of my enviable 
good fortune (s). I pay you with intereft; 
and am pleated, that a kind of public $om f 
paft, fecures tQ ipe 3. friendfhip which in- 
deed has no occ^fion for props to fupport it : 
as it is founded upon an ancient reciprocal, 
affe&ionate, and difinterefted, propenfity* 
But as every medal has its reverfe ; this, my 
dear Gemello, is not in want of one. In- 
numerable ^re the people who afpire at the 
patronage of your court, who figh for your 
fupport, and who apply to me as to your 
Benjamin, There is no charafter that I 
abhor fo much as an encroaching and impor- 
tunate acquaintance. And as I know you 

(s) Alluding to the account publifhed in all the gazettes 
and newfpapers of the time, concerning the fuccefs, and 
fplendid manner in which the dramas of Metaftafio were 
reprcfented at the court of Spain, 
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muft be teazed from morning to night by 
indifcreet pretenders, I am feized with a 
fhivering fit, when any one of the hundreds 
of this kind of cattle accofts me with the, 
melifluous interrogation of : when, Sig. Abate, 
jhall you write to your dear Gemello ? But in 
order to parry the thruft, I immediately re- 
ply that I have juft written, and that we only 
correfpond at the moveable feafts. Some 
underftand me, and are filent ; but the major 
part are ticks, and ftick fo clofe to me, that 
it is impoflible to get rid of them, but by 
fpeaking the truth, and protefting, that I 
neither will nor ought to importune you, to 
expend your intereft for perfons utterly un- 
known to you. But when by this and other 
means I have freed myfelf from a hundred 
aflaults of a fimilar kind, comes the hun- 
dred* and firft petition, which from refpeft, 
obligation, or the influence of a friend, and 
perhaps from a little fecret pride of keeping 
alive my credit with you, I have not the 
power to refift. 

Of this laft kind is the requeft which has 
been made to me by Count Figuerola, 
counfellor in the (iipreme council of Flan- 
ders ; a moft worthy man, of great credit, 
and my particular friend. He has a brother 

vol. n. n in 
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in Spain, called D. Antonio Figwrola, who i* 
in great want of your intereft, in fupport of 
his pretenfions to be appointed Lieutenant 
Corregidor of the city of Tarazona, in Cata- 
hgna: and I implore your kindnefs in his 
favour. From the repugnance which you 
know I have to trouble you on fuch occa- 
fions, you may judge of the impulfe which 
has forced me to fubdue it. I can offer you no 
return but the pleafure which your beneficicnt 
nature finds in performing kind offices. The 
petition will be made to you by Count Rofem* 
Berg, to whom Count Figuerola tells me he 
has written : and in this bufinefs, I enter 
into partnerfhip with him, in fpite of our 
rivalfliip. But that the length of my letter 
may not be more fatiguing than the recom- 
mendation, I embrace you with my aecuf- 
tomed affe&ion, and am, &c. • • 

Our auguft Patronefs thinks no more of 
her lying-in ; (he has already admitted many 
ladies to kifs her hands, and cannot be pre- 
vented from refuming her attention to pub* 
lie affairs. 

Vienna, December 18, 1756. 

'. ) » 

END OP THE THIRD SECTION. ' 
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SECTION IV. 

etastasio fecms never to have plunged 
into politics with his pacific friend Farinelli j 
but during the heat of the war of 1756, be- 
tween the King of Pruffia and the Emprefs 
Queen, he appears in his letters to his bro* 
ther, atnd a few of his other correspondents, 
to have efpoufed the interefts of .his Imperial 
Patronefs with great zeal, and to have men- 
tioned with heartfelt pleafure, evety advan- 
tage which fortune Conceded to her aims. 

In a letter to the Marquis Carlo Cavalli 
of Ravenna, January 3d, 1757, he fays: 
" the news of this great empire is fo intereft- 
mg to the reft of the world, that there is 
hardly a corner of the earth which does not 
feel anxious for its fate. Its caufe is to vin- 
dicate all humanity from the injuries which 
it fuffers from the violation of charity, juf- 
tice, and good faith, the moft neceffary 
bonds df fociety. 

" Our moft beloved fovereign has in Bohe- 
mia, one hundred and forty thoufand men, 

n 2 well 
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well provided, without mentioning a (ingle 
foreigner, Mufcovy has in motion, one 
hundred and thirty thoufand, and France as 
many. On the 1 1 th of the prefent month, 
the diet of Ratifoon will proceed to declare 
this a war of the empire ; and laftly, the 
grand Signor of the Turks will concur in 
helping to opprefs the oppreffor ; fo that if 
fome unforefeen accident does not prevent 
it, I know not how the enemy can efcape 
deftru&ion." 

But previous to this period, at the begin- 
ning of hoftilities, he writes his brother 
word, that "on the 28th of Auguft, (1756) 
the King of Pruflia entered Saxony with a 
confiderable army ; laid the country under 
contribution, and the good King (Auguftus 
II.) who had given him no offence. It is 
pretended, that the extraordinary number of 
troops which we had fent into Bohemia and 
Moravia, had made him expeft to be affailed, 
and determined him to prevent us by an 
irruption into Bohemia: but hearing fome 
months ago of his motions, thefe provinces 
were put into a ftate of defence." And he 
afterwards tells his brother, that the two 
armies of the King of Pruflia arc retiring 

from 
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from Bohemia, notwithftanding his boafted 
vi&ory at Lobofitz, in which we are now 
certain that he loft feven generals. The 
King of Poland is at Warfaw, but all the 
royal family ftill remains at Drefden. Thefe 
are curious times. 

u We have here (at Vienna} our modern 
Fabiusj and our Marcellus ; fo that martial 
ire fleeps at prefent. The declaration of 
war by the King of Spain, furnifhes much 
fubjeft for converfation. Hoftilities will now ' 
acquire frefli vigour, inftead of becoming 
more calm, if the Englifh do not lower their 
imperious tone. A difficult metamorphofis 
to bring about. 

" To the common news of the Czarina's 
death, which you and every one mull have 
heard, let me add the following information, 
which is juft come: Tejlerday arrived a 
courier from Peter/burgh, at this court, with 
two letters written by the new Czar to the 
Emperor and Emprefs\ in which is confirmed, 
the alliance and engagements contracted by the 
late fovereign with the court of Aujlria, in all 
their mojl minute circumjlances** 

This declaration, however, was enfeebled 
ibon after, by the following information. — 

K 3 A cour- 
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u A courier from Peterjburgh lajl 7uefday % 
brings word, that Warantzof the Czar's 
prime minifter, had communicated to ours, 
and to the minifters of other courts, that hit 
ma/ler, ftimulated by motives of humanity, ar- 
dently wifhed that the horrors of this objliwt* 
ipqr Jhou/d ceafe ; and that his allies might adopt 
bis pacific fentiments, he was ready to relinquijh 
all advantages" — This declaration was but 
the prelude to neutrality, and the prefage of 
that difunioa of the courts of Peterlburgh 
and Vienna, which foon happened, to the 
great relief of the King of Pruffia, at a time 
when his ruin was thought inevitable. Me- 
taftafio details to his brother, the principal 
events of the times, till the year 1762, 
when the Czar was depofed, and the prefent 
Emprefs, his confort, afcending the throne, 
declared war ag&inft the King of Pruffia. 

In 1757, our poet, always a faithful fon 
of the church and city of Rome, and con- 
fequently no well wifher to the King 
of Pruffia, and the proteftant powers; 
though he conftantly exprefles himfelf with 
moderation, yet he writes triumphantly to 
his friend Sig. Argenvilliers, that "on the 
X2th of November, our Marchal Daun, 
after three vigorous attacks, had feized on 

1 Schweidnitz, 
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Schweidnitz. On the 2 2d, after thirteen 
attacks, he had entirely defeated the army 
before Breflau, commanded by the Prince 
of Bevern, in their horrible trenches, which 
were thought infuperable : an inftance of 
valour, of which there has been no example 
for many ages. And this moment further 
intelligence is brought, that the commander, 
the Prince of Bevern himfelf, is madeprifon- 
cr ; but I am not yet acquainted with the par- - 
ticulars. Ifhould write more, but am going 
to fee the general Duke d'Urfel pafs by, 
who formally brings the news, preceded by 
a proceflion o^poftillions." 

But foon after, he is obliged to confefs to 
the fame correfpondent, that the unfortunate 
battle of the 5 th of December, and its 
neceffary eonfequence, the capitulation of 
Breflau, Were but too true. " A body of thh> 
teen thoufand men who abandoned our left 
wing, rendered it impoflible for our brave 
Auftrians to fave the town. We muft have 

1 

patience. Our troops ar6 at prefent in 
winter quarters, but in that comfortlefs re- 
pofe, which prepares for new fatigues/' 

* 

* • 

n 4 LET- 



Digitized by Google 



( i«4 ) 



LETTER I. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI, AT TURIN. 

I am more late than I wifhed in anfwer- 
ing your letter of laft February, depending 
on your indulgence, more than on that of a 
number of trouble fome correfpondents to 
whom I am obliged to write, in anfwcr to 
letters full of nothing ; which, however, I 
dare not treat with negle&. You know 
that I am (hot at by all the infe&s of Par- 
naflus ; and not a week pafles that I do not 
curfe thor inventor of pofts, and wifli him 
with all my heart in one of Dante's infernal 
bogs, with the little devil who made the 
trumpet you know of what (/). But thefe 
are days of penitence, fo we muft curb our 
anger, and regard our perfections as expia- 
tions of poetical fins. 

If my Nitteti has found favour in your 
fight, I (hall congratulate myfelf on this new 
proof of your partiality. But if the Marquis 
Ormea has any intention of bringing it on 

» 

(/) See Dante, Inferno, Canto xxi, at the end. 
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your ftage, I muft inform him, that its fuccefs 
will entirely depend on the chara&er of 
Nitteti being well a£ted. 

I do not fend you my cantata on the 
Calidonian Chafe y becaufe your curiolity may 
be gratified by the Cavalier Raiberti, to whom 
Sig. Canale has furnifhed a copy. As to 
the performance and printing of this and 
Nitteti, with all the corre&ions and altera- 
tions that may be neceflary, I leave them 
to my friends, as I never lick my own 
cubs ; I (hould have too much employment 
if I did. 

The type and price of the new edition of 
pny works are quite what they (hould be; 
but the paper merits no praife. As to 
cojre&nefs, God help us ! 

Vienna, March 1$, 1757. 
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LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

I shall anfvver your two letters of the 
23d of laft month, and the 7th Inftant, 
together. For the commiffion in the firfl 
concerning Count Goveano, you have ad- 
dreflcd yourlelf to a poor commillary ; as I 
have but little communication with the 
military hierarchy. Add to this, that all our 
heroes are at prelent in the field ; and that 
Prince Litchtenjleln^ who is ftill here, and to 
whom I intended to addrefs myfelf in favour 
of our ftudious Cavalier, being extremely 
occupied at court, in the prefent agitation of 
public affairs, is not eafily acceflible ; and if 
he was, I fhould not find him in that tran- 
quil ftate of mind which I fhould wifh, for 1 
the furtherance of our bufinefs. However, 
when a favourable opportunity prefents it- 
felf, A fhall not forget your petition. Now 
for the fecond letter, 

I envy the fate of my pi&ure, which is fo 
much carrefled ; and for a thoufand reafons 
would change fituations with it for fome 

time 
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time to come. I am told, that it is extremely 
like ; fo that you may fafely fet your friendly 
and affe&ionate imagination to work. 

I thank you for the folicitude concerning 
the corre&ion of my works in this new 
edition. Pray defire the printer to regulate 
his prefs by that of Paris : fupplying, in my 
facred dramas, the omiffions of the texts of 
fcripture, and citations from the fathers. 
Thefe being no lefs necelTary for the honour, 
than fafety of the author. 

I entreat you to exprefs my moft grateful 
fentiments to the worthy advocate, Signor 
Bruni, for his partial commemoration of 
rne in your Licaeum. Though I defpair of 
ever deferving it, yet I cannot help being 
ambitious of his friendfhip, of obeying his 
commands, and of manifefting my opinion 
of his worth. Befides public occafions for 
ill-humour, a humour in my eyes gives me 
private caufe for peevifhnefs ; I fhall there- 
fore haften to aflure you, that in all humours, 
I am, &c. 

Vienna, May 23d, 1757. 
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Letter m. 

TO THE SAME. 

I send you // Sogno y corre&ly tranfcribecj 
for the prefs ; and a fonnct on the laft vic- 
tory, which may ferve as a counterpoifon to 
the malignant piety of thofe who would 
affign it to a miracle, in order to diminifli the 
glory of thofe who have earned it, 

1 have fent a copy of the Roman edition of 
Nitteti, which has been corre&ed ; but Imuft 
beg of you to tell the compofitor to ufe no 
capitals, except at the beginning of a verfe, 
and to proper names. This drama ought 
abfolutely to precede the juvenile poetry, 
which is ufually called additions ; but I fhall 
be content with whatever place you fhall 
affign it. The fonnet to my dear Farinelli 
fliould have admiflion among the lyric 
poetry, and not at the front of Nittetu 
Forgive my unavoidable laconifm, and be- 
lieve me, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 29, 1757. 

LET- 
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LETTER IV. 

TO THE SAME. 

With your moft affedtionate letter of the 
2 2d of Oftober, I receive proofs of three fron- 
tifpieces to the Turin edition of my works. 
They appear to me in very good tafte; grace- 
ful, well defigned, and well executed. I am 
much obliged to you for your care in this 
particular, and if the accuracy of the prefs is 
correfpondent, we {hall have reafon to be 
fatisficd with the impreflion. 

I fhall be glad of a few proofs, to gratify 
^parental curiofity ; but do not lay too heavy 
a burthen on the editors. You who have 
long known me, (hould make me a little 
known to them. Adieu. 

Vienna, November 7, 1757. 



LETTER V. 
TO the abate pasquini. 

* 

The lively defcription which you make in 
your letter of the 1 3th of laft month, con- 
cerning 



trerning your fufferings in the city of Slena^ cfd 
tnorc honour to the rhetoric than the philofo- 
phy of the writer. If ever it fhould come into 
your head to undertake it, I am certain that 
you could give a fimilar afpeft to a refidence 
at Rome or Athens. I admire this feducing 
faculty, and fhould treat it with ftill more 
refpedf, if you knew how to fet a proper va- 
lue on the advantages which are in your 
power ; reflecting on all thcfe defirable cir- 
cumftances which can render life tolerable, 
if not happy. For though mortals are not 
gifted with the art of accommodating circum- 
flances to their convenience, they may ac- 
commodate themfeK r estocircumftances. But 
methinks I hear you fay, that it is eafv to 
preach up farting, upon a full flomach : and 
I tell you, that ive have all occafion for com- 
panion, though all are not willing to beftow 
it. For my own part, I rhuft confefs, either 
from moderation or pride, that 1 avoid, as 
much as poflible, the finding from the pity 
of others, proofs of that mifery which I wifh 
to conceal from myfetf. But enough of 
moralizing. 

Count Richecourt, who fet off for 
Florence this evening, told me a few 
Rights ago, unfolicited, that he believed hef 

fhould 
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fhould accomplifli your bufinefs; as nothing 
but the fovereign's fiat was wanting, which 
from the difpofition in which he had brought 
and left him, he had no doubt of obtaining. 
The Emperor is in Bohemia: fo that, at pre- 
fent, I am to give you no further information 
about it. But if the thing is done, you will 
perhaps hear of it before me. Sufpend your 
thanks, however, to the Count, till you canon- 
ically know that the favour is granted: as I 
had no commiffion given me to tell you thus 
much. If ever this ripe apple has occafion 
for another (hake to bring it from the bough, 
I fliall borrow the arm of Count Losi. 
Do not paint misfortune with all the vigour 
of your genius. I am, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 17, 1757. 

Poor Pafquini's appointment was not con- 
firmed till the next year, as appears by the 
following congratulatory letter from Meta£ 
tafio. 



* 
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L E T T E R VI. 

TO tHE ABATE PASQUINI. 

Having this moment received your moil 
/ welcome letter of the 6th inft. containing 
the long wiftied for information of your 
being elefted to the office of Vice-reftor of 
your college, I congratulate not only you, 
but myfelf, and the Siena Lycaum, on this 
event. 

I am extremely obliged to the Abate Can* 
' ttnty who has fo well feconded my zfeal, and 
I wifli you may long enjoy the fruits of this 
appointment, in that philofophical tranquilli- 
ty which gives to neceflaries all the efFeft of 
opulence ;' not indeed in the fuperabundance 
of wealth, but paucity of wants. Take care 
of your health, continue to love me, and to 
aflure yourfelf, that I am with invariable 
couftancy, &c. 

Vienna, February 20, 1758. 



This is the laft letter in the colle&ion 
from Metastasio to Pasquini. He is 
frequently mentioned with affedtion in fub- 
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fequent letters to his other correfpondents, 
particularly to Livia Accarigi, a poetefs 
of a noble family at Siena, who fent Me- 
tastasio her works for his advice, or ra- 
ther approbation. In concluding a letter to 
this lady, in Oftober 1763, he fays: *you 
enjoy the company of my admirable friend, 
// Padre maefiro Azzoni. Pray put him fre- 
quently in mind of my efteem and fincere 
affe&ion. How will Pasquini triumph in 
having raviflied him from me ! I muft have 
patience. But let him, at leaft, appeafe my 
envy, by giving me frequent proofs of his 
own affe&ion." 

In December following, however, addrefl- 
ing himfelf to the fame lady at Siena; he 
fays; 

" The unhappy and unexpected lofs of out- 
poor Abate Pasquini has truly wounded 
me to the heart. He was a man perfe&ly 
amiable in his natural chara&er, diftinft 
from his talents ; and one who returned, 
with exemplary gratitude, the affe&ion of 
his true friends. I fo^l, and {hall long feel, 
the want of him ; and the more fo, on reflect- 
ing how great a lofs he muft be to you, and 
to our moft worthy Padre Azzoni, w ho 
knew his merit, and how to prize even his 

vol. 11. o tranf- 
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tranfports; which, though they varied his 
chara&er, never depraved it. 

" The continuation of your moft valuable 
friendlhip will be a great fource of confola- 
tion to me ; an acquifition for which I (hall 
be always grateful to the memory of my 
dear friend, from whofe kindnefs it was de* 
rived, Try, dear Madam, to divert your 
attention from this affii&ing event, by an 
innocent commerce with the mufes, who are 
fo ready to favour you whenever you call 

upon them," 

> 



LETTER VII, 

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI, 

Having this inftant read a categorical 
anfwerfromSiGNORA Gabrielli, I hafteirto 
communicate it to you, in order to fa ve the 
poft. Your letter to me, my dear Gemello, 
was divided into two parts ; the one con- 
tained a plain propofition, and the other an 
infinuation, to be ufed difcretionally. The 
plain propofition, was an offer of the place 
of Signora Parigi to the Gabrielli, at 
Eafter 1759. The fscond cUufe, or infi- 
nuation. 
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nuation, was to inform me, that it might be 
necefiary to fupply the place immediately, of 
the Signqra C aste l l j ni, who had thoughts 

o£ returning to Italy. 

To the plain propofition or offer, Suon6ra 
<jAB.rielli lays, tbnt jke accept*^ with the 
moft refpe&ful fobmiflion, the honour pro- 
pofed to her of fucceeding Siokosa Parigi 
in the iervice of their moft clement majefties 
of Spain, at the feaft of thp refhrre&ion, in 
^759 ; fo that if the accuftomed article isfent^ 
in which fheisallowedthetitleof firft woman, 
with a falary of one thoufand two hundred dou* 
Moons, like that granted to the Mibtootti, 
(he will immediately return a duplicate of 
it, figned and: executed in the ufiial manner. 
She adds, it is her hope, that the prefent 
which was made to the Mingotti, of three 
hundred doubloons more, will be granted to 
her, by the royal munificence o£ thefe fove* 
reigns, to defray the expence of Co long a 
journey. And if thisrequeft: is* complied 
with by their Catholic majefties, (he entreats 
to have it fpecified in the contrail, as an 
honourable teftimony of the generofity with 
which,Jbe was treated by fo great a court. So 
that this firft bufinefs feems finally adjufted, 
and open to no obje£lion. 

o 2 The ' 



Digitized by Google 



( i 9 6 ) 

- The other has been infinuated, and feemq 
very feafible. The Gabrielli is fo de- 
firous and impatient to throw herfelf at the 
feet of fuch magnificent fovereigns, in hopes 
of being honoured with their approbation, 
that fhe will be very ready to obey their 
commands at Madrid, before the Eafter of 
1759, or the prefent autumn, if neceflary; 
notwithftanding that it d epends only on herfelf 
to remain here in repofe, during the two 
years which are unexpired of her contraft, 
or to accept of the place of firft woman at 
Milan. But as fhe is perfuaded, that the 
clemency of thefe auguft fovereigns, and the 
equity of my dear Gemello, would not wifh 
that fhe lhould injure her future intereft by 
her zeal, fhe prefumes to propofe the follow? 
ang expedient* 

That with the article for the Eafter of 
1759, in which fhe has the title of Jirjl wo* 
man, another may be fent for an earlier pe- 
riod, without the expreflion of either Jirji or 
fecond, with the fame annual falary and pre- 
fent, fpecified in the firft article. 

And in cqnfideration of her reJpe&ful 
compliance with the fecond propofal, by re- 
linquifhing the title of Jirji woman, fhe hopes 
that it will be fupplied by that of Virtuofa di 

. Camera, 
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Camera, or fimply, Virtuofa in the fervice of 
their Catholic majejiies 9 which is left to their 
fovereign pleafure and your difcernment ; 
and hopesi that her zeal and diligence will 
enable her to obtain that benign notice, which 
her limited talents may fail to merit. 

I ought to be diffufe in expreffions of gra- 
titude, refpeft, and prayers on the part of 
Signora Gabrielli, for the continuance of 
your partiality ; but if I lengthen my letter, 
the port will go without it. You muft there- 
fore fet your imagination to work in her be- 
half. I fliall only add, that you will have a 
good bargain, which in your hands will foon 
be greatly encreafed in its value : as there is 
excellent fluff to work upon; 

His excellence, Count Kaunitz, embraces 
you affe&ionately, echoing moft gratefully 
your own expreflive language. My nofe 
is afliamed of your generofity. Adieu* The 
reft is referved for another letter. 

Vienna, April 24, 1757. 



LET- 



LETTER VIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The article in your letter of the 7th of 
June, concerning the melancholy accident 
that happened at the fireworks, has given me 
a high opinion of the fenfibility of your heart; 
it could not, however, occafion remorfe. I 
congratulate you on the laudable fentiments 
of charity which this event awakened, in 
your mind, and wilh you an unlimited power 
of gratifying it. 

I fend you our SignoraGabrielli's arti- 
cle, ligned and executed. And am commiffion- 
ed to exprefs to you the confufion, reverence, 
and lubmiffion, with which flie has received 
the royal teftimonies of your magnanimous 
fovereign's favour: and the indelible grati- 
tude which flie (hall always retain, for the 
benevolent and friendly hand that has pro- 
cured her fuch enviable honours. She wifhes 
to teftify all this in her own hand; and if her 
letter arrives, as I expeft, before this is feal- 
ed, I £ball inclofe it. 

While 
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While I write, you will partake of our 
felicity. You muft have heard how the he- 
roic conftancy of our moft auguft fovereign, 
the wifdom of our cabinet, the mafterly con- 
duct of Marshal Daun, and the prodigious 
valour of our troops, have changed, in fix 
hours time, the fate of Europe. You pre- 
di<fted this in your letter : fo that I (hall ex- 
pedite to you, in form, a folemn patent of 
prophet. I fliould gladly write more on this 
agreeable fubjett; but befides your being 
previoufly informed of this event, a violent 
inflammation in my eyes has rendered writing 
a very painful operation ; fo that 1 fhall deny 
myfelf the fatisfaftion of repeating an old 
ftory. 

Vienna, July II, 1757* 

■ 

LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Oh what fnuff ! Oh what neftar for the 
Gods ! Oh what a delicate and delicious 
drug ! At length, the day before yefterday, 
and not fooner, the long wifhed for cheft ar- 
rived, after a thoufand dangers, impediments, 
and wanderings, more ftrange than thofe of 

o 4 ; UlyfTes. 
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Ulyflfcs. And yet it is ftill in the higheft 
perfection,* without having fuffcred the leaft 
injury from fo long a voyage. It was hardly 
entered the houfe, before my impatient nofe 
went to work with great fenfuality : and 
found three admirable different forts; but 
that in the two vafes, upon which was writ- 
ten Habana, is as much fuperior to the other 
two, as my Gemello is to all other heroes of 
the harmonic family. During thefe two 
clays, every intelligent nofe of this country 
has admired and envied it: and I fatten with 
the glory, that all the proudeft fnufF boxes in 
the city give way, without theleaftdifpute, to 
mine. And as there is not a mole that is 
ignorant of our twinfhip, whenever my Ha- 
vanab is handed about in company, I hear a 
fweet murmer, which, in repeating the name 
of my dear Gemello, exalts his fupreme dis- 
cernment in great as well as little things. 
Imagine to yourfelf my pleafure, and how 
certain, if I had not been yours before, you 
were now of taking me by the nofe. 

When you required me to return Signora 
Parigi's letter, I trembled left I fhould 
have been fo though tlefs as to burn it : as, 
in order to avoid confufion, I generally do 
all letters that have been anfwered. • But, 

thank 
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thank Heaven, I had preferved this, and 
now return it, J cannot however avoid 
telling you, my dear Gemello, that you are 
too good a chriftian, and pay too great atten- 
tion to the follies of our tragi-comic nymphs, 
who only deferve laughter, or at moft, com- 
panion. I ftiallbe glad if our Gabrielli is 
an exception to the rule. She commiffions 
me to prefent her beft compliments to you, 
and protefts, that you are her Cynofure, and 
that there is nothing of which Ihe is fo am- 
bitious, as of becoming your pupil. 

I have not written to you a long while, 
partly not to teaze you about trifles, while 
I knew you were fo bufy; partly from 
expe&ing the fnuff every moment, and partly 
from the diforder in my eyes, rendering 
both reading and writing very painful. And 
it is an enviable quality in me, not to bear 
to be alone when any evil has befallen me : 
You fee how amiable my company muft be 
at fuch times. 1 

My mufes, more harlots than ever, hardly, 
deign at prefent, to come near me ; though I 
am now called upon by my little ferenePatron- 
effes, who are all more mufical than ever. 
However, if 1 had met with a happy fubjeft, 
I fliould have made them come whether they 

would 
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would or no, in order to fatisfy the gluttony 
of my Gemello. But after writing fo much, it 
is not eaiy to find fubje&s which will not bring 
me back to myfelf. Neverthelefs, you are 
always next my heart ; I think of you, and 
when I fhall fay ti prometto amor, the law 
will be inviolable. In the mean time, par- 
don me for writing little things for others ; 
they coft as much trouble as great, becaufe 
the difficulty is in the invention, not the 
number of verfes; and at laft, do little 
credit. If you wifh to put the mufes in 
good humour, it muft be by a better ac- 
count of your health. Regard my nofe as 
your flave to all eternity, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, O&ober 22, 1757. 



LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME. 

» 

Your little, ftiort, and myfterious, letter 
of the 17 th of laft July, from Aranjuez y to* , 
gether with the news received at this court, 
and fpread among us, tells me but too 
plainly, the ftate of your mind, and anxiety 
of all good people, concerning the health 

I of 
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of your venerated fovereign. Would to 
Heaven this ftorm may blow over, in fpite 
of the terrible defcriptions which are fent 
hither from all parts. 

Signor Marchesini, whom I cordially 
and gratefully falute, writes me word in 
your name, that you are impatient for an 
anfwer from Monticelli. How is it poffible, 
that in fo long a time, you fhould not have 
received my final anfwer to this bufinefs, 
together with Monticelli s original letter ; in 
which this Virtuofo explains himfelf in the 
moft unequivocal manner, by faying : that 
the falary offered to him is inadequate io his ex- 
peSlationSy and that you are at liberty to feek 
Another fngert I rather believe that Sig. 
Marchefini has mifunderftood your commif- 
(ion, and applied to Monticelli, your impa- 
tience at the tardy arrival of Monjignor 
t Augier*s anfwer ; who, (by way of paren- 
thefis) upon being interrogated by me, fwears 
upon the agnus dei, that he wrote to you 
on the ioth of June. Now thefc enormous 
irregularities in our correfpondence, are 
phenomena for which I am utterly unable to 
account. I recommended to you, in the dis- 
creet terms to which I always reftrain my- 
felf, the affair of the Marquis Doria, fecond- 
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lug the withes of our court. This is another' 
firrup from which I am unable to exempt 
you ; throw it down, and aftefwards throw 
it up, if your ftomach diflikes *it ; but, for 
Heaven's fake, &nfwer me, or employ fomr- 
body elfe to fave my credit. 

Cardinal Alexander Albania with whom I 
never was in correfpondence, writes to me 
in the moil preffing manner, to defire, that 
in confequence of our public and notorious 
affefiion, I would recommend to you for 
your theatre royal, Sig. Giuseppe Tozzi, 
a foprano, whom I'have never known, feen, 
or heard ; nor did I fufpeft, till now, that 
fuch a perfon exifted among us miferable 
mortals. Tell me, in charity, how I can 
refufe writing a letter, at the inftigation* of a 
pillar of the holy mother church ? Tell me, 
in mercy, how far you think yourfelf obliged 
to attend to a recommendation, which is no 
further feconded by me, than it- may happen 
to fuit with your intereft and convenience ? 
Tell me, in compafiion, what it will cpft 
you to give me two words of anfwer, that I 
may (hew them for my juftification ? Adieu, 
my dear Gemello ; if you knew how dear 
you are to my heart, you would take care of 
your health. This letter is intended as the 

4 letter 
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letter of recommendation of Signor Tozzi? 
fo that I exped no formal anfwer to any- 
other bufinefs. 

Vienna, Auguft 19, 1758. 

1 

LETTER XL 

TO THE SAME. 

» ' I • • 

S, 

I have not the heart, my deareft friend, 
. to irritate your wounds by long copnplaints : 
I judge of what you muft fuffer, from the 
impreffion which our irreparable lofs has 
made on my own mind ; and fhould rather 
think the attempt to confole you, a cruelty, 
than an office of kindnefs. Time, necel- 
fity, refignation to the will of providence, 
and your own prudence, and chriftian re- 
flexions, will obtain you that tranquillity, 
which it would be in vain fc?r ipe to attempt 
to recommend to you. Take care of your- 
felf, during this fevere trial, and remember 
that you have innumerable companions in . 
your moft juft and laudable affliction (u). 

I can 

(u) This calamity, was the death of the Queen of 
§pain, Maria Barbara, infanta of Portugal. She was mar- 
ried to Ferdinand, Prince of Afturias in 1728, who af- 

cended 



Digitized by Google 



( 206 ) 

I can no ldnger doubt, my dear friend* 
that many of my letters to you have mifcar- 
ried. The occafion of this failure cannot 
have been at Vienna. I have made all 
poflible enquiry, but find no caufe for blame 
here. Do you do the fame at Madrid, and 
try to difcover, whether fome ingenious per* 
ibnage has not tried to fave you the tirefome 
ta(k of reading my letters. 

cended the throne of Spain in 1746. This Princefe was 
the fcholar and Patronefs of Domenico Scarlatti^ who com* 
pofed his firft: two books of harpfichord le/Tons, that were 
publifhed in England by Rofeingrave, for her ufe. When 
fhe went to Spain, in 1728, Scarlatti followed her thither, 
and continued to enjoy her favour till the time of his death, 
in 1757, at feventy-four. This original compofer and 
great performer, like many men of genius and talents, was 
fo inattentive to common concerns, and fo much addicted 
to play, that he was frequently diflrefled in his circum- 
ftances, and as often extricated by the bounty of his royal 
miftrefs ; who, as Farinelli affured me, not only often paid 
his debts, but, at his intercelFion, continued a penfion of 
four thou fund crowns to his widow and three daughters, 
who were left deftitute at his deceafe. The death of this 
Princefs, whofe liberality equalled her tafte and knowledge 
in mufic and poetry, was fevercly felt by Metaftafio and 
Farinelli; who, though they long furvived their royal 
Patronefs, enjoyed but feldom, afterwards, the fragrant in« 
cenfe of public acclamation, or of royal praife equally flatter- 
ing, with that which they had fo long been accuftomed to 
receive from this Queen, whofe name is ftill mentioned 
with grateful reverence by the Spaniards. 

This 
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This failure may have been occafioned by 
the irregularity of the port, as I feat my 
letters by that channel, in order to avoid 
incommoding the minifter more than was 
jiecelTary; but, as my letters had hitherto 
been regularly delivered to you in this com- 
mon way, it becomes an accident the more 
extraordinary, particularly, as my letters to 
you concerning Monticelli are miffing. This is 
a cLrcumftance that may lead to a difcovery. 
As far as I can remember, the following 
were the contents of thefe letters. 

When you commiffioned me to treat with 
Monticelli for Madiid, I had the proportion 
jnade to him by the banker, and not by my- 
feif, that no fufpicions may be raifed by the 
ufe of my name, during fuch troublefome 
jimes at Drefden, Monticelli anfwered, that 
lie was at liberty to accept die engagement, as 
.his article with Drefden expired exa&Jy at the 
time that you fhould want him. I gave you 
advice of all this; and with that fincerity 
which is due to fuch a friend as you, who 
confided in my report, I gave you a minute 
defcription of the prefent qualifications of 
Monticelli, as to voice, manner, diligence, 
aftion, and way of thinking : in order that, 
by fhewingyou both fides of the medal, you 

might 
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might judge of his powers, and aft accord- 
ingly. To all this exa&itude you have given 
me no kind of anfwer. You, however, fent 
me propofals for Monticelli, and I had them 
tranfcribed, word for word, and forwarded to 
Drefden. The anfwer of Monticelli was 
fent to me, and was in fubftance, "that the 
terms offered to hint) were not equal to the 
great expence and length of the journey: 
that he thanked you, and left you at liberty 
to treat with any other finger." For fear of 
altering a fingle word in this anfwer, I fent 
you the original, in Monticelli^ hand writ- 
ing, fo long ago as laft May, 

Another bufinefs, concerning which I 
have had no anfwer, was the recommenda* 
tion, by order of our court, ©f a certain 
Marquis Doria. And ftill another, concern- 
ing the indifpofition of our Arch-biftiop 
Migazzi. Item. In all thefe letters, I com- 
plained of your cruelty in fpeaking to me of 
writing operas, while the enemy was within 
nine ports of Vienna, bombarding Olmutz. 
And gave you to underftand, that while fo 
furious and bloody a war raged at our doors, 
it was not a time for a poor frightened 
gentleman, to be thinking of Ariets, or 
theatrical amours. But you took not the 

leaft 
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leaft notice of thefe impediments in your 
anfweiv 

Item. In my letter of the 1 8th or 19th 
of laft month, I recommended a Soprano 
finger of the name of Tozzi, for your theatre, 
at the inftigation of his Eminence Cardinal 
Aleflandro Albani; but to this no anfwer 
haa yet arrived. 

The pleafan tries, which you hear from 
Italy concerning our Signora Gabrielli^ are but 
too true. She is young, an Italian, favoured 
by nature, and of tranfcendant abilities in 
mufic : fo that it is not extraordinary, that 
like other Sirens, (he fhould be capricious. 
But in Your hands, I hope fhe will be more 
prudent. She is perfeftly perfoaded of her own 
merit, and yet is extremely timid. In order 
to moderate that impetuofity which her ta- 
lents may infpire, it will, perhaps, be necef- 
iary to imprefs her mind with great refpeft, 
or rather, pofitive fear of the fovereign and 
the court ; but that it may not deprefs her 
fpirits too much in performance, it will be 
neceflary likewife for you to encourage her 
by your approbation, and the applaufe of your 
friends ; and I affure you that fhe will merit 
it. Indeed you are a more expert pilot than 
me, and I doubt not but you will turn your 

vol. 11. p fcience 
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fcicnce to good account. At Vienna, Milan, 
and Lucca, where this young performer was 
dexteroufly managed, ftie enchanted every 
mortal who heard her ; but at Padua, where 
they wifted to i^fe the whip more than the 
Jpur, they threw away their money. 

I can write no more, my dear Gemello : I 
therefore embrace you tenderly, and am, &c. 

Vienna, September 23, 17s?* 

• • • 

LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

• * * 

I have now to anfwer two of your dear 
letters, the one dated from Villaviziofa, the 
2d of O&ober, and the other the 16th; both 
filled with that juft affii£tion which the pre- 
sent forrowful fituation of your cpjart infpires, 
even at a diftance. 

The death of fo admirable a Queen, and 
her royal confort oppreffed with grief for fo 
irreparable a lofs, are obje&s for a difin- 
terefted fervant, obliged, honoured, and full 
of affe£Hon and gratitude like yourfelf, that 
muft inevitably plunge yoyr mind in an 
pbyfs of defolation. I know not what to 
fay to you, my dear friend, equal to what I 

• feci 
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feel for you. Yet I have no doubt, but that 
you, who have fhewn the world how capable 
you are of refitting the flattering fmiles of 
fortune, will know how to fupport adverfity { 
. and that your prudence will not wait for the 
affiftance of neceflity, to manifeft wifdom 
and chriftian refignation. 

r Your royal benefaftrefs of glorious me- 
mory, knew your worth. Her teftimony 
does honour to^your difmtereftednefs, and her 
juftice. 

• Monticelli died at Drefden, they fay by an 
accident. Requiefcat ! . ; ■ 
; I am;! no jSerformer on the harp, the 
inftrun^eht is too imperfeft, and I envy, no 
one who knows how to fcatch it (a). „ Let 
jme hear from you whenever you can, and 
to be aflured if ever I loved you, it is now, 
when afFe&ion is inflamed by piety. Adieu, 
my dear Gemello, 

■ 

Vienna, November, 1758. 



(«) This fevere cenfure of the harp f was made before 
the invention of pedals, and fubfequent cultivation, had ren- 
dered it an inftrument of fuch execution, that Metaftafio, 
had he heard it played on by the admirable Madame 
Crumpholtz, would have changed his fatire into a pane- 
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This was a melancholy period of our bard's 
life. The lofles which his Imperial Patrons 
frequently fuftained in the conflict with the 
King of Pruflia, muft have affiled as weU 
as incommoded him ; and the mere narra- 
tions of the horrors of war, muft at all times 
have harrowed up the foul of a being whofe 
native difpofition was benign and gentle. In 
1757 and 1758, he wrote few letters and 
fewer poems : indeed the only verfes of this 
time, which I find in his works, are the 
few lines which he addreffed to the Ernprefs 
Queen, on the vi&ory at Colin. 

In the early part of 1759, he addreffed his 
friend Farinelli, on a iubjed which, it is to 
be feared, arrived at his knowledge at *oa 
inaufpicious a time to produce the defired 
etFed. ' ' : 

LETTER XIII. 

TO THE CAVALJER FARINELLI. 

Itt fpite of the violence of my nervous 
complaints, of a number of difasrreeable em- 
ployments, and the rifk of teazing you, I 

am unable to refill: the companion which 

pur 
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t)\ir poor friend Porpdra excited in me yeftfer* 
day, when he entreated me to back the letter 
which I now enclofe, with one from myfelf. 
It is a circumftance, my dear Gemello, fuf- 
ficient to draw tears from every one pofiefled 
of humanity, to (ee a man of fuch merit in 
his profeffion, reduced to an abfoiute want of 
daily bread, by the well known misfortunes 
of Saxony, whence he derived a certain 
penfion, fufficient, at leaft, for his fobfift- 
ence* Thefe are the only cafes in which I 
feel the narrow limits of my fortune ; as I 
am unable to find in all philofophy, any pre- 
fervativcs that can mitigate the pain of 
being ufelels to the unhappy* 

He fuppofes that your cortipaffionate 
fovereigns, from their munificence aud 
charity, ufed to grant little petitions* under 
the title of Eleemofynaries, to perfons in dif* 
trefs; and he entreats me to recommend 
him to your interceffion, that he might ob- 
tain orre which would juft enable him to fob- 
lift, and this is not faying much. 

It will be better explained by himfelf itx 
his own letter, which I have not read ; and 
to recommend him to my dear Gemello, is 
tloing an injury to his good heart, of which 
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he has given, and daily gives, fueh numerous 
and honourable proofs. 

We are bound by every duty to fuccour 
the poor Porpora^ he is a man, and we are 
obliged to aflift our fellow creatures : he is 
iti want ; he is of eminence, and a friend ; he 
is old, and a fmall pittance will fave bimfrom 
perifliing. Do you perform this meritorious 
work, my deareft Gemello, ifpoffible. It 
belongs particularly to your department in 
benevolence, to aflift a pcrfon well known 
to all Europe ; it will juftly encreafe the 
fame of your generous, beneficent, and well 
refpe&ed chara6lcr; and I (hall be perlbnally 
obliged to you, for faving me from the pain 
of beholding the wreck of a man whom we 
have eftemed from our early youth (at). 

(x) Porpora, though not the greateft compofcr of his 
time, was univerfally allowed to be the greateft finging- 
majler. Farinclli had been his fcholar, and they were in 
England together. Moft of the great fingers, male and 
female, of the firft forty or fifty years of the prefent century, 
had been formed or finifhed by him. The late Elcftrefe 
Dowager of Saxony, who had advanced into the myfteries 
of the art of mufic, further than moft profefTors, had been 
his fchalar. Metaftafio himfelf had been initiated into the 
vocal art, and into that of compofition, as far as was 
neccOTary for a lyric poet, by Porpora ; and even the ad- 
mirable Dr. Haydn confefles obligations to him, early in 
life, during 1 is refidence at Vienna, in the art of finging. 

Adieu, 
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Adieu, my dear Gemello. Do what your 
heart advifes on this occafiom 

If ever .the evil fpirit fliould call to your 
remembrance, any of Porpords irregulari- 
ties; forget not that the infirmities of the 
mind, merit equal companion with thofe 
of the body: and though Porpora fliould not 
even deferve affiftance, Farinelli deferves to 
be his benefa&or. 

Vienna, March 5, 1759. 

• » 

w • * 

■ * 

LETTER XIV.. 

• * 

TO THE SAMEi 

Yesterday was delivered to me, your 
moft welcome letter of the 2d of Auguft, 
dated from Villaviziofa : and though tinc- 
tured with the gloomy colour reflected from 
your painful fituation, it was great confola- 
tion to me, to find, that, with your' feeble 
(late of health, you have had fufficient vig- 
our to refift fo tremendous a fhock. Tho 
fatal news of your beneficent king, having 
been delivered from his fufFerings, arrived 
at Vienna four days before your letter. It 
is to be hoped that the melancholy ftate in 

? 4 which 
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which he lohg remained without the leaf!: 
chance of recovery, diminifhed the violence 
of a blow which miift have been expe&ed, 
and which delivered -a poor prince from the 
painful exiftence in which he languifhed* 
And yet, with all thefe folid reafons, I judge, 
my dear Gemello, by the emotions of my 
own heart, what yours muft be ; but I pro- 
mife myfelf much more from your virtue 
than mirie; becaufe the examples of modera- 
tion with which you have fo long furnifhed 
the world in the midft of the mart intoxicate 
ing fmiles of fortune, give us affurances of 
your meeting her frowns with equal forti- 
tude. Be of comfort, my dear Gemello: 
Inconftancy in human affairs, is the uni- 
verfal condition on which we live, as every 
mortal knows by woeful experience. No 
misfortune, however, can rob you of the 
praife of not iuffering yourfelf to be feduced 
or dazzled by the blaze with Which yeu 
were fo long furroiinded. Your, true friends, 
and all good men, will for ever love and 
honour you for fo uncommon a quality, and 
will be always attached to you ; but if there 
Ihouldbe any "one who thinks differently, it 
will be no difgrace, but an advantage t6 
know and fhun him. 

a I (hall 



read your letter to our Archbifhdjl 
In the mean time, take care of your health : 
and bt afftired that I love you better than 
ever* &nd fhall be always yours, whatever 
may happen to you. 

, P.* S. The Jefuit fathers of this college, 
commiflion nle by means of our Neapolitan 
father Cito, to thank you for the chriftian 
fervor with which they know you have 
pleaded their innocence at your court. 

Vienna, September I, 1759. 



The death of Fariiielli's royal Patron, 
Ferdinand the Sixth, king of Spain, lb fooii 
after he had loft his partial Patronefs, the 
Queen, not only deprived him of his import- 
ance at that court, but feems to have bereav- 
ed him of all comfort during the reft of his 
days. The Englifh were generally at war 
with Spain during the reign of this Prince; 
and juftice is feldom done, by the natives 6f* 
a rival nation, to the virtues of a Monarch 
with whom they are at variance. We hear! 
of nothing but his imbecility, fuperftition, 
and partiality to our enemies. Hiftory, 
liowever, has treated him with more candout 
than the editors of Englifti news papers, and 

allows, 



allows, that he began his reign by afts of be- 
neficence. He liberated prifoners, pardoned 
fmugglers, and deferters, and appropriated 
two days in the week to hear the complaints, 
and redrefs the grievances of his fubjefts. 
He took part in the war of 1741, and, at the 
peace of Aix la Chapelle in 1748, procured 
for one of his brothers the crown of the two 
Sicilies, and for another the Duchies of Par- 
ma and Placentia. He availed himfelf of 
the fhort peace, to reform the abufes of his 
government, and to proted arts, commerce, 
and agriculture. By his encouragement, 
manufa&ures of all kinds began to flourifh, 
and the Spaniards now faw, for the firft time, 
the original materials and produ&ions of 
their own country, worked at home, into 
ufeful and ornamented produdions of labour 
and ingenuity, for which they ufed to be 
tributary to the induftry of other nations. - 
About this time, a correlpondence feems 
t^> have been revived between Metaftafio 
and Count F/orio, who fent him fome of his 
poetical compofitions. Though this is the 
firft letter that has been preferved of the cor- 
refpondence, the Count feems to have been 
an old acquaintance; and a confidential in- 

tercourfe 
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* * 

tercourfe between them, was continued for 
fixteen years after the date of the following 
letter, 

LETTER XV. 

TO COUNT DANIEL FLORIO OF UDINE. 

Among the many agreeable confequences 
• of the triumph of our wife and valiant Mar- 
fhal Daun, the moft interefting, to me, has 
been the opportunity it has afforded my moft 
worthy Count Florio, of ornamenting the, 
Italian Parnaffus with his moft elegant com- 
pofitions, and honouring me with his letters. 
None of your produ&ions had come to my 
hands till the receipt of your laft letter, ex- 
cept the fonnet addrelfed to the Ghoft of 
Schwerin : and this had very much occupied 
my mind, with its lively and poetical images, 
and with the dignity of the thoughts and 
expreffions; particularly in the firft trip- 
let, which, in my opinion, is the firft in ex- 
cellence, though its brethren are very beau- 
tiful. I was not only ignorant of the exift- 
ence of thefe poems, till the arrival of your 
letter, but even afterwards, quite at a lofs 
where to find them. I had recourfe, how- 
ever, 
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ever, to foreign bookfellers who have at 
length put me in poffeffion of them* I found, 
in a fmall colle&ion, your mod beautiful 
ode, accompanied by five fonnets j and in a 
ft i 11 fmaller, three fonnets only, among which 
is that on the' myftery of the Rod and the 
Ark, with two others which I am not certain 
are derived from the fame fource. But they 
merit it at leaft. The inclofed note will in- 
form you of the contents of the two col- 
lections, and the beginning of each piece. 

I am proud of the public opinion of the 
cultivated talents of my dear Count Florio, 
who has perfectly verified my predi&ions of 
him many years ago: and 1 not only congratu- 
late myfelf and you, but Italy, on your fuccefs. 

My fonnet has no other merit, than the 
truth with which it tries to defeat the ma- 
lignity of thofe who wiflied to afcribe the 
victory to a miracle, in order to diminifh the 
merit of the victor. Indeed the fonnet is 
jnot my province : 1 lie down very unwill- 
ingly on that bed of Procurftes: and it is a 
miracle, when I rife from it with whole bones. 
Believe me to be with the moft conftant 
efteem and refpeCt,, &c, 

Vienna, Augufl 17* 1757. 

- • . ... . . . 

The 



The fonnet by Metaftafio, alluded to in 
this letter, is the following, addreffed to the 
Emprefs Queen. It was written on the vic- 
tory obtained at Colin, in Bohemia, by the 
Auftrian army, under the command of Mar- 
chal Count Daun, June 18, 1757. 

■ 

1 • 

all' augustissima 

IMPEKATRICE REG IN A* 

SONETTO; 

Ob quak Tere/a, al fuo fpUndtr naito 
Nuovo aggiunge ffUndon oggi iltuo Nmt! 
Ecco a feconda M comun defio 
. Le orgogligfe falangi opprej^ t dome. 

Dl guerra il nembo tmpetwfo, e rio 
Sviller parea gli allort alio tue chime* 
Tu in Die fidafi^ Augufta Donna 5 i Die 
In favor moftdicbiarh ma conn? 

Jl Sol non SarreJTo nel gran cimento: 
Jl mar non ft divife: il fuo favore 
Non cofio alia natura alcun portento. 

Jl Sonnoy la Cofianza, ed il Valor e 
Fur fuoi miniftri ; e delT illuftre cvento 
ft die il vantaggio y e ti lajcio Vonore. 



SON- 



( 212 ) 



" SONNET, • • 

TO THE EMPRESS QUEEN. 

Ah great TheKcfa, what new glories flow 
To grace the native fplendor of thy name ! . 
See die proud Phalanx of the common foe 
Subdu'd and fcatter'd to enhance thy fame ! 

The cloud of war, big with impending ills, 
Threaten'd to blaft each laurel on thy brow; 
Thy trull was plac'd in God, who gracious wills. 
Protection tpthy ftate— fhould man afk, how? 

The fun was not impeded in his courfe ; v 
Nor did the great abyfs become dry land : 
The work was done by human fkill and force, 
Without one Portent from the Almighty hand, 

Wifdom and fortitude, with valour join'd, 
The fate of this tremendous day decree ; 
Thefe Minifters the way to viaory find, 
And leave the honour of th* event to Thee, 



LETTER XVI. 

TO COUNT FLORIO. . 

You muft already, my dear Sir, have re* 
ceived a full account from our friend the 
Abate Freddi, of the execution of the 

com- 
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commiffions with which you honoured me;* 
fo that to ipeak further on the fubjeft is ufe- 
lefs. I congratulate you on the conftant and 
happy fecundity of your mufes, who inftead 1 
of diminifhing in vigour, acquire new 
ftrength every day. It has afforded me very 
great pleafure to find, that the few perfbns 
here who are capable of producing works of 
genius, do juftice to your talents: particular- 
ly, our mod worthy Nuncio, who yefterday 
contended with me, who could beftow the 
higheft praife on your poom upon Providence ; 
which truly abounds with learning, genius, 
and all the*cha'rms of the moft beautiful poe- 
try. Take care of your health, for the fake « 
of the ItalEjfln Pamaffus, afid believe me, &c. 

Vienna, O&ober 22, 1757* 

» • - • 

J ' • . w * • * * ■ 

4 

. r'l V J/» - 

I 

, » * • - - ' ' 

UTTER XVII. 

7P THE SAME. 

The confidence, my dear Count, which you 
have placed in my friendfliip, gives me the 
greateft pleaiure. I find by your laft moft 
obliging letter, that you know me fufficiently 
not to blame my inability to comply with 

.3 \W 
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your reasonable requ«ft. I am obliged from 
fyltera, temper, want of health, and inexpe-, 
rieuce in the management of every thing 
that ^elates to bufinefs, to livt philofophieal- 
ly by myfelf : I never go to court, unlefe, 
conwanded by my foyfreign; and never mix 
with the fhining fat?llites of our ftars of the 
foft n^gnitude, wle& by sccidenl, In CQU^ 
fequence of this Jcii\4 of Ufe_, whenever anj? 
thjpg thai is. difagr^bje ta me happens, I 
endeavour to be^rat as well asM oan,. withr 
out the hQpe <af *ffiftai\c^ from oth^K. In 
fa#, during the pou^fe q| the jsrefent war, I 
h^ve loft two thwfand two himdred florins, 
which I had lent; and have pot only had my 
penfipn reduced, tweJye per Ffflfj but b$$n 
obliged to regeivs/4 in paper; which will 
not be taken in payment, unlels at a lofs of 
another twelve per cent, at leaft. Add to 
all this, the numerous new taxes, which are 
daily imp6fed.on uS'hete; and judge whether 
fuch burthens are not too heavy for the 
(boulders of a poor poet. But notwithftand- 
\ng all thefe grievances, being mpft certain 
$at perturbation and complaint would have 
|>q pfFedl onjl^e fyftem already eftabliftied, I 
fpajre piyfelf fuc^ufelefs labour; demitto aun 
'\. ... . rtculq* 
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rkulds tanquam iniqux mentis dfeilus*. I obey, 
and recommend myfelf to providence. But 
if you could find any one at Vienna more able 
and more adtive than me, I am of opinion, 
that in the prefent fituation of affairs, it 
would not be poflible to obtain attention to 
fmall private grievances ; and that all the 
redrefsyou could get, would be the referring 
you to an examination of the deputies at 
Goritz and Qradifca* At thefe places, and 
not at Vienna, you fhould therefore fhew 
the validity of your reafons. It is in vain to 
flatter yotirfclf that the bare afTertions of an 
individual can overfet the difpofitions of an 
entire deputation. You fee that I have a 
fellow-feeling for you, and beg you to be- 
lieve, that I am extremely mortified at my 
infufficicncy. 

Vienna, Sept aa, 1759. 



* Like vicioifs Afs, that fretting bears 
A wicked load, I hang my ears. 

Francis's Hor. Lib. 1. Sat. 9. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

■ 

It appears by your letter, that the fyftem 
of life which I love and have thought necef- 
iary to adopt, does not meet with ycur 
approbation. But before you peremptorily 
decide, I muft beg of you, my dear Count, to 
remember, that you are here only in the pit 
of the theatre where I fpend my time ; and 
that your fituation prevents you from feeing 
all that pafles on the ftage, and behind the 
Icenes : fo that you cannot depend on the 
folidity of that reafoning which has only an 
illufion for its bafis. After this, take into 
the account my natural genius, which from 
infancy has inclined me to the love of a fmall 
fociety, and the fear of crowds and noife, 
thofe enemies of the Mufes, among whom it 
"has been my lot to pafs my days. Add to 
all this, that from the time of my firft arri- 
val here, I have been convinced that our 
poetry only pleafes When it is feafoned with 
mufic, and interpreted by aflion : fo that all 
the beautiful images, happy expreflions, ele- 

gance; 
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gance of elocution, harmonical charms of 
our verification, and other lyrical excel* 
lences, are generally rnlkiioWn here, and 
confequently never appreciated, unlefs by a 
few judicious foreigners fyj. You may 
therefore have obferved, that during thirty 
years conftant refidence in this country* I 
have foffered all the important events of this 
period to remain unlimg ; nor have I ever 
tuned my Lyre, except in the fingle inftance 
of the fonnet for the firft viftory that was 
gained by Marfhal Daun, which I Could not 
decline without incivility, as the talk Was 
recommended, in caprice, by a great perfon, 
who thought he was obliging me by the 
commiffion. The being ufeful to my bre- 
thren, would be the moft likely motive to 
make me change my fyftem ; but you muft 
not imagine it to be a very ealy operation to 
do it effe<ftually. I am ignorant of more 
than half the neceflary ingredients in this 
recipe, and I abhor the reft 2 fo that if I have 
not fucceeded in ferving others by my own 
nuga conora, I fear that I (hall go out of the 
world without fulfilling this firft duty. 

Vienna, February 13, I J 60. 

(y ) It is to be feared, that this, at the Italian Opera, is 
nearly the cafe in England. 

02 LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONf*. 

Besides the new dramas, for which I beg 
you to accept my thanks, I am indebted to 
you for the account which you have given 
me of your health, and that of your family; 
as every thing concerning fuch an old and 
afFe&ionate friend is extremely interefting to 
me. This tender folicitude occaiions fre- 
quent trouble to our worthy friend, Cotmt 
Canale, when much time has elapfed with- 
out hearing from you, as was the cafe before 
the arrival of your laft letter* 

1 am very glad that your poet, Sig. Cigna 
Santi of Turin, has been able to fucceed 
in making the fubjeft of JEneas in Latium, 
theatrical, I < have had it in my mind 
more than thirty years ; and yet, though I 
often tried, I have never been able to fee it 
in a point of view that fatisfied me. If ever 
I fliould be lucky enough to difcover its 
theatrical properties, I fhould perhaps ftill 
be induced to work at it, for the fake of 
Dido. 

4 * Take 
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Take care of your health, my dear friend, 
and advance in the road through life as ws 
jail do, hoping for good, and bearing the bad* 
Reverence devoutly, in my name, Signor 
Brunt; and believe me to be as much yours, 
as an ojd and faithful fervant ought to be. 

Vienna, February 27, I7$£>. 

LETTER XX, 

TO THE SAME. 

The approbation which, according to your 
letter of the 25th of laft month, has been 
granted to my Ai^cide al bivio, by your 
enlightened court and intelligent public, is 
fweet flattery. Of your favourable ppinion 
I had no doubt ; being certain, that what- 
ever was mine, would be honoured with 
your ancient propenfity to proteft it ; which 
pleafes me more as a proof of the continu- 
ance of your love, than rigid and incorrupti- 
ble judgment, The moft dangerous rocfc 
of this compofition, was the rugged and 
fevere morality that the fnbjeft required, 
to contraft with the delicate and feducing 
fentiments which muft inevitably reign in it f 
On this account, I was obliged tp call in al| 
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the flowers of poetry, and illufions of repre* 
fentation, and (hew, to difguifc it. Here 
the artifice has happily fucceeded ; and the 
public has run after this moral entertain- 
ment in greater crowds, at every reprefenta- 
tion, than at any other opera full of events 
and paffions. This is perhaps more a 
panegyric on the nation, than the author \ 
but at lead it is no difgrace, that my vanity 
fliould have fuch a hook to catch at (2;). 

Vienna, November 24, 1760. 



LETTER XXL 

TO COUNT DANIEL FLORIO. 

In expeflation of our Abate Freddi, I 
have deferred writing to you in anfwer to 
your obliging letter of the 20th of July, for 

(z) This opera, written for the marriage of the Arch- 
duke Jofeph, late Eu.peror, with the Princefs Ifabel of 
Bourbon, \,as the firft which Metaftafio produced ex- 
prefsly f r the court of Vienna, fince the death of the Em- 
peror, Charles VI It was fee by Haffe, who, with the 
whole celebrated band of Auguftus II. King of Poland, 
had quitted Drefden, on the King of Pruffia's taking ppf- 
feflion of it, in 1756, 
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more than a fortnight : but as he has not 
yet made his appearance, and fearing that 
the delay fhould have an appearance of neg- 
le£l, I can no longer poftpone informing you 
of my impatience to read and admire your 
new poem, which I have no doubt will be 
worthy of you ; and thanking you, moil 
gratefully, for the honour you do me in 
imagining that I intereft myfelf in your fame, 
and in that of our Parnalfus, which are fo 
clofely conne&ed. Indeed I have wilhed a 
thoufand times to animate you to undertake 
fome heroic poem; not knowing, among 
our prefent bards, any other who would 
have breath fufficient to fill the epic trumpet, 
and bid defiance to the moft celebrated and 
fonorous champions. It is time that you 
fhould vanquifh your exceflive modefty, and 
launch into a wider ocean, I will be anfwer- 
able for your making new and glorious dis- 
coveries, and for the rich and valuable 
merchandize with which you will be freight- 
ed at your return. I fhould utter -a thoufand 
imprecations againft the obftacles which 
prevent your failing, if they were lefs facred 
and lefs reafonable. The inexpreffible plea- 
fure of embracing you would be too dearly 
purchafed, by the uneafinefs which your good 

0.4 heart 
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heart would fuffer, in being feppxated from 
fo worthy a companion, I wifli myfelf this 
happinefs, without its being embittered by 
circumftances which may throw the leaft 
fhade on the perfefi idea which I have 
formed of your chara&er. 

You may be certain, my dear Sir, that 
the enlightened Italians refident here, are 
your partial admirers ; but good God ! how 
ifmall is their number ! I hardly believe they 
would exceed the number of the graces ; but 
51m certain that they would not amount to 
that of the mufes, 

Vienna, Auguft ao, 1760, 
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SECTION V, 
LETTER I. 

TO THE CAVALIER FARItfELLI IN ITALY, 

A.T length I can no longer doubt, my dear 
Gemello, of your being a fea monfter. Till 
flow I imagined th^t the numerous letters I 
had fent to you into Spain, by the common 
port, and by Count Rofenburgh, had mif- 
carried, and flattered myfelf that this was 
the reafon of my not hearing from you. 
At prefent, I hear from all quarters, that you 
are in Italy, and thank God, in good health ; 
and yet, notwithftanding this, I have no| 
been remembered by you. I can conceive 
that the agitation occafioned by fo great a 
prifis in your affairs, and way of life, may 
have occupied you fo much as to allow you 
no time for thinking of ail your numerous 
friends ; but I hoped that you reckoned me 
pmong the few who would be always at- 
tached 
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tached to you in whatever fituation the vi- 
ciffitudes of fortune may throw you. However 
your affairs have hitherto gone, or may go, 
I entreat you to fettle fome plan for our future 
correfpondence ; let me know, inftantly, 
how you do, and how I (land in your 
thoughts : or if this is incompatible with 
your prefent plan, at leaft remember, when- 
ever you fhall chufe to enquire after me, 
that you will find me imprefTed at all times, 
and on all occafions with the fame efteem, 
the fame friendfliip, and the fame affe&ion 
as ever, 

Vienna, July 31, 1760, 

LETTER II. 

■ 

TO THE SAME. 

1 

The (atisfa&ion which you expreiTcd in your 
dear letter of the- 21ft of laft month, afforded 
me great confolation, as I deduced from it 
the affefHonate dilpoiition of your good 
heart towards me. And I can only fay in 
return, that you have the entire poffeHion of 
mine, in the fame manner as you always 
poffefled it. 

My 
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My nofe, from which every tribute of grati- 
tude is d ie, infifts on my thanking you for 
your affe&ionate attention to its gratification. 
Our dear and honoured Car/am, who reve- 
rences and worfhips you, has undertaken, at 
my requeft, to regulate with the afliftance 
of his coufin, the importation of fnuff : fo 
that I now hope it will have an aufpicious 
palTage hither. 

I have inclofed a .letter from our fecretary 
of ftate, and hope it will arrive fafe at the 
place of its deftination. 

Your Pilgrimage to the holy chapel (at 
Loretta) pleads me, but I cannot difTem- 
ble to you my inability to fay the fame of 
your expreflion — and then go on. I quite 
underfland your grateful and refpe&ful mo- 
tives ; but am not certain that I comprehend 
the reft. I comfort myfelf in knowing that 
you are prudent, have friends, and are fure 
to do nothing raftily. 

You will forgive the anxiety and folicitude 
ijf your affe&ionate and fincere friend. 

Vienna, November 3, 1760. 
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LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME. . 

Your moft welcome letter of the 19th of 
laft month, has afforded me great coniza- 
tion, both by the new proofs of your affec- 
tion, and the laudable gratitude which you 
feem to exprefs at the univerfal love and af* 
fection with which you have been received, 
and will doubtlefs continue to enjoy, in the 
bofom of your numerous and tender family. 
Indeed my pleafure would be perfed, if yon 
could affure me that you were become more 
robuft in body, and more philofophic in 
mind. Try, my dear Gemello, at thefe two 
moft importants points ; that the premium 
of your honourable and wife conduft, may 
pbrrefpond with that which has rendered you 
jlluftrious in felicity, when it was much 
more difficult to preferve an equilibrium. , 

Oh that I were allowed to make a third 
in the long converfation, which I figure 
to myfelf, between you and our moft worthy 
Princefs of Belmonte ! But thefe are dreams 
and fables which produce nothing but mor- 

tification, 
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tification, at the impoflibility of realizing 
them. 

Our honoured Carlani fet off, fuddenly* 
the firft day of lent, to my great afflidiion. 

From a wandering planet, I hope you 
will foon become a fixed ftar. When that, 
happens, pray inform me of your fphere, 
that I may know where to point my tele- 
icope (a) . 

Adieu* Take care of your health, and 
continue to love your moft faithful friend 
and twin. 

P. S. The moft excellent fhuff, which 
will be the delight of mine and of many 
noles, ready to found your praifes, is arrived. 
I fhall carry your compliments to our facred 
Pafton Adieu, once more. 

to 

Vienna, February 9, 176 1. 

(a) This beautiful metaphor in playful profe, had been 
ftill more beautifully expreffed in verfe, by our Southern, in 
his Oroonoko; which it is very improbable that Metaftafio, 
Who did not underftand Englifh, fhould ever have feen. 

M Thou God adored ! Though ever glorious Sun ! 

u If fhe be yet on earth, fend me a beam 

cc Of thy all feeing pow'r to light me to her ; 

u Or if thy fitter goddefs has prcferr'd 

" Her beauty to the fkies, to be a (tar* 

a Oh tell me where {he (nines, that I may ftand 

« Whole nijhts and gaze upon her." 

LET- 
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LETTER IV. 

tO THE SAME, IN BOLOGNA. 

Your dear letter, of the 1 7th of July, watf 
only delivered to me three days ago ; fo that 
my incomparable Gemello will perceive by 
the date of this, that it has been near a 
month on the road : Heaven knows by what 
wicked contrivances fo much time has been 
loft. It is well for us, that our affairs will 
not be injured by this delay, and that my 
1 chief fblicitude, which was about your 
health, had been already appeafed from 
another quarter. Though I ftiall not obtain 
the pleafure of feeing and embracing you: 
yet it is fome confolation to me, that we are 
not quite fo far from each other : and to 
make me perfe&ly eafy on your account, I 
long to receive fome letters from you, in 
which I fliall difcover none of thofe manifeft 
indications of a mind that has not yet quite 
recovered its tranquillity. I fliould certainly 
have condemned you, had you been iiifenfi- 
ble to fuch an unexpected and affli£Ung. 
cataftrophe. Every excels is an excefe ; but 

that 
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that which arifes from gratitude, merits not 
only pity but praife. And yet, my dear 
Gemello, you have already fuperabundantly 
given way to the emotions of your feeling 
heart, and the laws of duty : it is now time 
to put in practice that ferene refignation 
which enabled you, in the face of the whole 
world, to give fo many wonderful proofs of 
heroic moderation, amidft the moft feducing 
flattery of fortune (b). Accomplifti* this, my 
dear friend. Settle your domeftic affairs, a 
work which you fay you have begun ; and 
eftablifh a placid, wife and ferene tenor of 
life, in which you may fweetly pafs all thofe 
days which providence has allotted you, in 
plealing occupations among your friends who 
adore you. Forgive my afFe£tion thefe, per- 
haps too familiar, remonftrances. The pri- 
vilege of a twin will I hope authorife fuch 
liberties : and it is very cxcufable that I 
fhould wifh you liberated from fuch agita- 

(b) Metaftafio, by his frequent repetition of this enco- 
mium, feems defirous of ftimulating his friend to that for- 
titude of which he now fo much ftood in need having not 
only been bereaved of his royal Patrons, but driven from 
that court in which he had been treated with fuch diftinc- 
tion, and fevered from thofe friend/hips and habits, which 
he had enjoyed more than twenty years. 

I tions 
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tions as true friendftiip obliges me to partici- 
pate with you. 

Our good Princefs of Belmonte has fre- 
quently written to me, and magnifies the 
pleafure which fhe enjoyed in yotir company, 
and the efteem for you which your amiable 
charafler and 'converfation had encreafed 
and confirmed* I envied you both : but we 
are not born to be perfe£Uy happy. 

Our facred Paftor is always in motion, and 
catching him is not the feat of a common 
lportfman. He is at prefent in the country; 
but I (hall contrive j at his return, to exe- 
cute your commiffion. 

I am well in quantum Metajlajiana fragi- 
litas patitur. I fhould be much better if I 
were affured of your tranquillity : and if I 
could convince you of the conftant affe&ion 
With which I fhall eternally be, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 19, 1761* 

■ 

LETTER V. 

TO COUNT FLORIO* 

The light, but frequent, commands of 
my court, rich in eight or nine angelic Arch-* 
dutcheffes, all lovers of fong, added to the 

irregularity 
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irregularity of my health, often make me 
feem to n^gledt the very perfons with whom 
I am moft ambitious of being in conftant cor- 
refpondence. From this caufe, my moft re- 
fpe&ed Count, is derived the flownefs in 
anfwering your letter, for which I rather 
claim compaffion than pardon, as it is more 
my misfortune than fault. The great work 
which vou have undertaken, Will not bear 
precipitation. Great travellers do not ride 
poft. In fpite of my impatience, I cannot 
help approving the wife and well ordered 
leifure with which you proceed in your glo- 
rious enterprife. Move flow, but never dif- 
continue your labour, and I am certain that 
you will add new fplendor to our Italian 
mufes. 

Vienna, September, 1760. 

LETTER VI. 

TO THE SAMS* 

In the laft moft obliging letter with 
•which you have been pleafed to favour me, 
all the enviable qualities of your good heart 
are clearly difcoverable ; thefe it is impoflible 
for any one to deny, without injuftice, and 

vol. n. Jt ' who 

* 
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who wiflics not to injure his own character. 
I congratulate you on this amiable diipofition, 
as an excellence extremely rare in thefe 
times, efpeciaiiy among persons in that ele- 
vated rank of literature to which your cul- 
tivation and talents have fo juftly exalted 
you. Continue, dear Sir, to gratify my 
wifh^s, in honouring the Italian Parnafius.; 
and as one of its moft ancient inhabitants, I 
fhall think myfelf obliged to you for that 
fplendor which will be reflefted by your 
works, upon all our numerous tribe in com- 
mon. I am unable to tell you what regret 
you have left in all thofe who, during your 
fliort refidence at this court, had the happi- 
nefs of enjoying your amiable and learned 
company. 

I am extremely impatient to hear that all 
Italy echoes your heroic trumpet — 

Vienna, January 10, 1761. 



Metaftafio feems, by his prudence, good 
breeding, and candour, to have been the only 
poet, of the firft clafs, in modern times, who 
enjoyed a long peace with his brethren. The 
lives of Dryden, Boileau, Pope, and Vol- 
taire, were embittered by perpetual quarrels 

with 
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Ivith rival authors ; who though not all dun- 
ces, were treated as fuch, indifcriminately, by 
thefe impatient and irritable favourites of 
Apollo. Metaftafio, indeed, was feldom at- 
tacked ; but if he had intemperately an- 
fwered the few whofe envy he had excited, 
his foes would have been multiplied, and he 
would have been regarded by his competi- 
tors as their common enemy: as his fuperior 
excellence was certainly injurious both to 
their fame and fortune; but by forbearance, 
urbanity, and a politenefs which bordered 
upon 'flattery to thofe who fent him their 
works, or confulted him as a critic, he . 
efcaped all. that warfare, which though 
ufually generated by envy, if not foftered by 
arrogance and a vindiflive fpirit, would die 
in its infancy. . f . 

'The civility between authors in private 



letters, is no more to be underftood literally, 
than the humility of the great, when they fay- 
to atradefman : " Your humble fervant, Sir.'* 
Metaftafio, fond of quiet, and unwilling to 
dilcjuiet others, when confulted by authors, 
which from his great celebrity frequently- 
happened, treated them with fuch candour 
and lenity, as were conftrued into approba- 
tion ; all, indeed, that confulting authors 

R 2 ufua)ly 
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ufually wa^. Whethqr this was the Cafe 
of the writer to whom the two fallowing 
tetters are addreiTed, I know not ; but his 
merit mud have been very great, or his 
modefty little, if he wa$ not fluttered by their 
contents. * . . 



L E T TER VIL 

i » • • . • . . i . • ■ ' 

tO SIG. MARIO COMPAGNaNI. 

Your moft obliging letter of the 8th 

of laff month, with which I was unex- 
z . • ' • ' i . ■ "» r ' 

peftedly honoured, gives me fo advantage- 
ous^ ancL amiable an idea both of your difpo- 
fition and cultivated talents, that the plea- 
sure I feel at the acquifition of fo valuable a 
friend, leaves me no time for remorfe, at 
having ufurpe.d fuch exceflive efteem and be* 
nevolence. 

. I find in your profe as well as verfe, be- 
fides the elegance and felicity of your ftyle, 
that uncommon choice and connexion of 
ideas, in which even writers the moft cele- 
brated, feldom abound. This can only be 
the child of that perfect judgment which 
feems fymbolized in Apollo, as talents are 

in 
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in the mufes : and I am firmly perfuaded, 
that nothing great can be produced by the 
latter, without the mafterly guidance of the 
former. Upon iuch a folid foundation, I 
build my hopes, that you will loon become 
a new ornament to the literature of Italy; 
and I feel as much vanity as gratitude in 
having been the fubjeft, however barren, of 
yenir firft poetical eflay$. 

Vienna, January 3, 1760. 



LETTER VIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I always feel delighted and honoured by 
your letters, particularly when fome new 
compofition flatters my vanity in fulfilling 
my predi&ions, and germinating frefli hopes 
of your future poetical fame. 

The beautiful cantata which you have 
written on the night of oUr Saviour's birth, 
is the more worthy of praife, for partaking 
lefs of the difadvantage of a fubjeft fo fre- 
quently treated, The language is flowing, 
without lofing its dignity. The images are 
p leafing and poetical, and there reigns 

* 3 through 
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through the whole, a judgment, without 
which, as I faid in a former letter, I fet lit- 
tle value on the admirable faculties of the 
moft happy talents. I congratulate you tin- 
cerely on your fuccefs, and exhort you to 
continue to delight in the commerce of the 
mufes, who fmile on you with fo much par- 
tiality. 

Vienna, February 13, 1761. 



Metaftafio feems to manifeft fome difplea- 
fure at the public ufe which a writer men- 
tioned in the following letter, had made of 
the politenefs with which he had treated 
him in a piivate correfpondence. 

, LETTER IX. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

Testimonies of the conftant friendfhip 
of my much loved Sig. Filipponi, are always, 
extremely dear to me ; for my efteem and 
affe&ion for him, being conftantly alive, and 
prefent to my mind, the proofs which I re- 
ceive of fuch a kind return, cannot be indif- 
ferent to me. 

What 
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What cacoethes could have ftimulated the 
author of Almeria to publiffi my letter con- 
cerning his drama, and the dedication to 
it, in fpite of my moft ferious remonftrance 
that he would fupprefs fo diabolical a temp- 
tation, 1 know not. That you may not fup- 
pofe, for a moment, that I fhould be delight^ 
ed with fuch incenfe, I inclofe the copy of 
a letter which I wrote to the author, to diG- 
fuade him from any fuch defign ; but you 
fee that I have no reafon to be flattered with 
the efficacy of my eloquence. 

TO SIG. COLTELLINI AT LEGHORN, 

i 

From the great hopes which your happy 
talents had infpired, in the perufal of fome 
of your beautiful poems, particularly the laft, 
written on the Nuptials of our Arch Duke, 
I rejoice to find that you have fo far fubdued 
your diffidence, as to put on the buflcin, and 
try to add frelh ornaments to our theatre. 
The fea is certainly ftormy and difficult; 
but as far as we may venture to predid of 
that dexterity and intelligence which has not 
hitherto ventured to quit the fhore, you feem 
in polfeffion of all that is neceflary for the 

& 4 enter- 
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enterprize; and I am impatient to join my 
approbation to that of the public ; but if it 
was the premium for a dedication, it would 
too much diminifh its value. Such a fpecies 
of incenfe does not belong to a commerce 
among the inhabitant? of Parnaffus, and by 
imptiemorable prefcription, i§ only due to the 
fplendid fons of fortune with whom I pever 
have had, nor am ambitious of having, any 
affinity. I confefs myfelf much obliged by 
your partiality, but it would be extremely ii>- 
judicious, if you began your career with the 
bad aufpices of a ufelefs, or rather, a hurtful 
irregularity. Abandon therefore this idea, 
and afford me a fitter opportunity of publicly 
declaring myfelf your panegyrift, as I already 
have done in private. * 

Vienna, March 9, 1761. 

Prefent a thoufand compliments \\) my 
name to the learned advocate Brum; and 
add, that neither Count Canale nor myfelf 
have waited for ^ ftimulus tp forward the 
fale of his golden bqok ; but we are foo much 
confirmed in our former opinio,,, that this, 
foil is not favourable to literature. Qf fix 
copies which Coupt Canale fei>t fqr, i^one 

* Thus far was addrefled to Sig. ColteUuM, what fel- 
lows is the condition of the bard's letter to Sig. FiJipponi. 



are 



( 2*9 ) 

Sire difpofed of, except thofe which he pro- 
&nte4 to his friends ; and two copies, which 
I left on return in the hands of an eminent 
bookfeller, in fpite of all our preaching, re- 
main very quietly on the counter. If they 
were French romance3 for the improvement 
of the jjiinds, and mending the morals of our 
yp\*flg gentlemen and ladies, they would 
have ewiched the bw&feller. What a hap- 
py age ! 

Vienna, Auguft 17, 1761. 



TO MONSIEUR BELLOY. 

* • * 

* * 

I hope, Sir, that you will not afcribe the 
late arrival of my anfwer to your moft oblig- 
ing letter, and thanks for your courteous 
prefent of Titus, either to neglefl or want of 
efteem. The frequent poetical commiflions 
of our court, rich with moft amiable and 
accompliftied prince(fes, all lovers of mufic ; 
the neceflity of frequent perufals of the dra- 
jna with which I have been favoured, pre- 
vious to the anfwering your letter ; and the 
great uncertainty of my health, have depriv- 
ed me of that leifure which I wifhed to de- 
dicate to genius and friendfhip. Stimulated 

more 
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I 

more by duty than convenience, * I now fteal 
a few moments from my unimportant^ 
though inevitable, avocations. * ' ? 

As there was a neceflity for accomodating 
yourfelf to the genius of your nation, in treat- 
ing the fubjeft of Titus fo differently from 
me, it is a matter of pure generofity in you to 
afcribe to me any part of the merit of a tra- 
gedy which, in your hands, is become origi- 
nal. Painters would almoft all become co- 
pyifts, if this title were given to every one 
who was not the firft to paint the death of 
Abel, the facrifice of Abraham, or any other 
event. Incidents, fimilarity of fentiment, 
and human paflions, are in common, and re- 
femble each other like our minds, which are 
the more apt to think alike, in proportion to 
their being natural. And, with the ailiftance 
of lcifure and pedantry, I could adduce an in- 
finite number of examples of the greateft 
ancient and modern poets, who, under fimi- 
lar circumftances, have been obliged to ufe 
the fame thoughts and expreffions. This 
truth will render me unworthy of the fecond 
praife which you have been fo obliging as to 
beftow upon me, of having ingenioufly, and 
with wonderful art, adapted French tragedies 
to the Italian ftage; at leaft I can venture 
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to fay with truth, that this is what I never 
intended. Having perufed the beft drama- 
tic produdHons of other countries, I always 
meant to write originally. And if the cir- 
cumfcribed condition of our natures, or a 
, memory, too faithful in retaining fuch things 
as it had received with admiration and plea- 
fure, has fuggefted to me beauties which I 
had read before upon fimilar occafions ; fup- 
pofmg I was the inventor of them, I had 
taken the credit to myfelf ; and whenever I 
have difcovered the contrary, I thought there 
was fome merit in the fele&ion and ufe of 
the precious materials which the moft illus- 
trious miners had fupplied, and I fhould have 
been afhamed of my weaknefs, if I had been 
induced to relinquifh the beft, for the childift* 
vanity of inventing fomething different. 

But this digreffion is already too long for a 
letter haftily written, and for that reafon I 
fliall exercife your patience no further on the 
fubjedh - ^ 

I therefore proceed to tell you, that I have 
read your tragedy feveral times, and always 
with equal pleafure. The ftyle is fo har- 
monious, noble, clear, and full of uncommon 
thoughts, as convince me, that the bounty of 
nature has been happily feconded by appli- 
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cation and ftudy. You fliould not therefore, 
with fuch a rich capital, give way to the 
capricious infults of theatrical vicifKtudes. 
You cannot be ignorant that the fame tem- 
pefts have in every age agitated the firft lu- 
minaries of dramatic poetry ; but the florin 
ecafes, while merit remains, and is rendered 
more bright and illuflrious by, time (b).\ take 

a part 

(b) This tranflatcd and unfucctfsful drama, was the 
author's fir ft attempt. It was brought on the ft age at 
Paris, in 1758. ' The Seige of Calais in 1765, feems to 
have been the only one of Belloy's tragedies, that was 
crowned with full artd unequivocal fuccefs. The King of 
France honoured him with a gold medal, weighing twenty* 
five Louis d'or, befides a confiderable prefent, in money. 
The magiftrates of Calais, fent him the freedom of their 
town, in a gold box ; and placed his picture in the town 
hall, among their benefactors. Such teftimonics of grati- 
tude, were due to a poet who, by a national and hiftorical 
eveju, had the power to awaken fuch unbounded patriotic 
enthufiafm, in fpite of the incorrect and harfli verification 
and bombaft, of which his countrymen in their cooler mo- 
ments,, have accufcd him. But notwithftanding his defects, 
juft/ce ought to be rendered to the bold and impaffioned 
ftrokes, the noble and generous fentiments, and pathetic 
fituations, which contributed to the extraordinary fuccefs 
of the Seige of Calais. 

With refpect to his failure, in imitating La Clemenxadi 
Tito of Metaftafio, a drama for mufic, and a drama for de r 
clamation, are fuch different things, that a good ofera r with- 
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a part, however, m your juft complaints* 1 
Indeed the partiality which you profefs for 
me, your diftinguifhed talents, and the fimi- 
litude of the rilk we run in failing on the 
fame fea, renders it a duty ; but I wi(h that 
the obftacles which you encounter, as gene- 
rally happens to great minds, may accelerate, 
not impede, your progrefs. 

With refpeft to the incidents and conduit 
of our tragedy, I have only to fay, that if I 
had imagined any other would have been 
more likely to fatisfy the genius of my nation, 
I fhould certainly have preferred it to that 
which I adopted : fo that it is clear I faw no 
further. You have doubtlefs had the fame* 
end in deviating, from me : that is, of flatter- 
ing the French tafte. I know that your 
genius and theatrical experience, ought to 

•out many changes and additions, will always be a bad 
tragedy ; and the mod excellent tragedy, without compref- 
fion, an infupportable opera. In tragedy, amplification is 
not only allowable, but neceflary to difplay the powers of 
poetry and eloquence, as well as to difcriminate characters, 
and paint paffion. In an opera, the narrative muft be 
Ihort, the incidents numerous and rapid in fucceflion, the 
didtion rather fweet and flowing, than ftrong and nervous: 
as the words of an air ftiould merely ferve as an outline for 
melody to colour. 

3 have 
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have enabled you to judge (c) ; but it would 
have been too arrogant in me, who am igno- 
rant of the cuftoms, prejudices, and way of 
thinking of your countrymen, to dare to pro- 
pofe my own. It is extremely falfe, that a 
young German officer ever lent, or lhewed 
me as his own, the Iketch of your tragedy of 
Titus. I am acquainted with no officer of 
this nation, who writes French verfe. So 
that thofe who have irritated you by fuch a 
fable, have either done it through miftake, 
or malice. Be not therefore diflurbed by 
phantoms which have no exiftence ; but cou- 
rageoufly continue to make ufe of your ta- 
lents, and of the folid and noble ftyle to 
which you are naturally prone ; and I have 
no doubt, but that you will add to your na- 
tion's glory, and acquire thofe laurels which 
I have predifted, and of which I fincerely 
wilh you in poffefiion. 

Vienna, April 30, 1761. 
fcJBclloy began his dramatic career by being an adlor. 
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TO FATHER JOHN BAPTIST MART*NI, 

Youp extreme readinefs to oblige, reve- , 
rend Sir, £orrefpoi)ds -with the other admira- 
ble qualities by which you are fo much dif- 
. tinguiflied. The young female compofer, 
who fent you fome Ipecimens of her ftudies, 
was oiily ambitious of* your correftions and 
advice ;%ut you have been pleafed to honour 
her with your approbation and pfaife. They, 
will however infpire hef wtth an ardent 
wi(h to merit them in future, in availing 
herfelf of the mafterly notes which you have 
fo kindly lent her for guides; and which 
fufficiently fhew, that the author of them has 
been able to unite, in a mod uncommon 
manner, profound fcience with humanity 
and grace (d). 

When 

(d) This female ftudent, who had fent her compofitions 
to Padre Martini, was the accompli died Mademoifelle 
AfartinetZy the daughter of a friend of Metaftafio, in whofe 
houfe he refided from his firft arrival at Vienna, till his 

death. 
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When you kindly honour me with the 
precious gift of the firfl: volume of your hif- 
tory of mufic, be pleafed to confign it to the 
care of our worthy and amiable friend Sig. 
Carlani, whom I have requefted to tranfmit 
it to me by the firfl favourable opportunity. 
In the mean time, I entreat you to honour 
me with your commands, and to believe me 
to be, with due refpeft and gratitude, Sec. 

0 

Vienna, March 9, 1761. 

death. She had been educated by the Poet, and her virtues 
and talents, in riper years, amply rewarded the pains which 
her illuftrious tutor had taken in cultivating them. See 
Germ. Tour, Voh 1. Article Vienna. 

The admirable Dr. Hay/In, in the beginning of hi* 
career, and previous to his great celebrity* was the mufic- 
maftcr of Mademoijelle Martinetx, rending, during three 
years, under the fame roof as Mctaftafio, from whom this 
great mufician himfelf received inftrudrions in the Italian 
language, and the adapting melody to its accents. It was 
about this time, that he obtained a few Icflons in fmging 
from the celebrated Porpora: in whofe favour Metaftafio 
wrote fo eloquent and pathetic a petition to Farinelli. 
See Letter XIII. Sea. IV. of this vol. 
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Letter Xt 

TO THE SAME; 

I did not anfwer your laft moft obliging 
letter, till I had made enquiry after the mu* 
fical manuicripts in the Imperial library. 
Yefterday I received an account of them* 
Which to-day I religioufly inclofe. 

I have written no other drama for the 
nuptials of our arch-duke, than Alcide al Bi- 
vio. There is now performing, a ferenata 
intitled Tihetis, written by Sig. Migliavacca, 
a poet in the fervice of the King of Poland, 
which has great merit. In the courfe of the 
carnival, will be performed in the public 
theatre, a little opera called Armida^ imi- 
tated from the French, and from my IJJtpile^ 
by the fame poet. My Alcide therefore, 
with Tetide and Armida, will be delivered to 
you by the courier of Count Alberti, who fets 
off in a few days for Florence, and will then 
pafs on to Bologna. 

I am impatient to admire yotlr book ; 
though, as I have not been initiated in the 
myfteries of harmony, or at leaft but (lightly, 

vol. n. s I ftiall 
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I Avail judge of it as a blind man does of 
colours. 

My avocations will not allow me to 
lengthen this letter: I therefore haften to 
prefent to you, the refpe&s of our female 
compoier, who animated by your approba- 
tion, works inceffantly at her mafs, and beg 
you to believe me to be, with the higheft and 
moft perfeft efteem, &c. 

Vienna, May 4, 1761. 

* 

LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

4 

The baggage of the Duke of St. Elizabeth 
being at length arrived, yefterday I was put 
in pofleflion of the firft volume of your hif- 
tory of mufic, which you have fo obligingly 
ient me. I haftily, and with avidity, ran 
over the dedication, preface, and fome of 
the firft chapters, and thus far can congratu- 
late myfelf with the author, having been 
highly pleafed with the idea of the enter- 
priie, the ftyle, and the rich erudition with 
which the book mui\ neceffarily abound ; 
but 1 very much fear that you will foon 

plunge 
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plunge fo deep into fcience, that 1, poor 
profane mortal, not inftrufted in the har- 
monical arcana, fhall for my fins be in 
Egyptian darknefs, and equally incapable of 
being pleafed, or of judging. Notwithftand- 
ing this danger, I fhall ardently proceed in 
the perufal, as I have long been daily ac- 
cuftomed to meet with many things of which 
I am utterly ignorant. In the mean time, I 
beg of you to accept of my moft grateful 
thanks for fo precious a gift, and wifhing I 
may ever be able to make afufficient return, 
I remain, &c. . . 

. Vienna, July 17, 176 1. 



. LETTER XIII. 

TO SIG. FILIPPONI. 

In the midft of the hurry and tumult of 
producing a new and premature drama, I 
cannot forget my dear Filipponi. The opera 
was hardly out of the prefs, ere I folded a 
copy of it, in a fheet of paper ornamented 
with your name, and coniigned it to our 
good Count Canale, who aflured me that he 
ihould find a fpeedy conveyance for it. I 

s 2 was 
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was glad of this expedient, as otir poft-office 
exadts 1 1 fault for the carriage of a fingle 
copy ; a fum which becomes too enormous 
for a poor poet to ftiftain, particularly in 
time of war, when multiplied by a numerous 
correfpondence. My lettejr would be longer, 
but I am fo deeply in debt to other friends, 
that I muft conclude with a hafty embrace. 

Vienna, May 10, 1762. 

V 



LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Whether my Clelia was handfome or 
ugly, I reckoned myfelf fure of your favour, 
by right of prefcription, and was much 
pleafed with your praifes, as a certain indi- 
cation of your obftinate afte&ron for the fire ; 
a pofleflion which I eagerly wifli to have 
confirmed, even in the midft of fecurity 

(e) The opera of Clelia was written by command, 
and firft reprefented at the court of Vienna, before their 
Imperial majefties, on the birth day of her ferene Royal 
Highnefs, the Arch-dutchefs Ifabella of Bourbon, in 1762; 
It was fet to mufic by HafTe. This princefs died of the 
"fmkll-pox, the year after. 

I muft, 
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I muft, however, confefs to you, my dear 
friend, that toying with the mufes at pre- 
£ent t is very fatiguing, and dries up all my 
radical moifture. I want patience to bear 
with their caprice, and am not very greedy 
of their favours. Almoft ten volumes of 
nonfenfe, ought to be a fufficient dofe for an 
honeft man. My bulkins are worn out; 
others will come with new trappings to 
awaken the appetite of drowfy readers. Stg- 
?ior Pugnani called upon me on his arrival 
at Vienna, but I 'was not fo fortunate as to 
fee him ; nor did I know of his departure. 
Count Canale muft have been equally igno- 
rant of it, for having the fame wifli as my- 
felf, of tranfmitting Clelia to you, he has 
been, like me, obliged to fend it by the com- 
mon carrier, 

Vienna, July 19, 1762. 



LETTER XV, 

TO THE SAME. 

From your moft grateful letter of laft 
month, I have a new confirmation of the 
affectionate part which you. always take in 
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every thing that concerns me. I am ex- 
ttemely obliged to you for the fteps which 
you have already taken, that Sig. Bartoli 
may not expofe me, by exceflive partiality, 
to the rifk of paffing for a fatirical poet, and 
with perfons of high rank, to whom only 
the charafters of tragedy can bear any re fern - 
blancei Men are men in every ftation ; and 
yet the moft cautious writers are in perpetual 
danger of offending, by a cafual likcnefs in 
fome unhappy feature, without the leaft in- 
tention of making his character the portrait 
of an individual. I fhould however be ex- 
tremely forry if Sig. Barto/t\ not convinced 
of the folidity of my rcafoning, fhould be 
angry at my not being fenlible of the honour 
intended me ; an accufation which would 
afflidl me the more, as I feel myfelf lefs de- 
fending of it. You will therefore do me a 
moll: elfential iervice, if you can prevent me 
from fplitting upon this rock, while I try to 
fteer clear of the other. 

The mufes, whether willingly or unwil- 
lingly, have fupplied my wants, and I have 
already fent them back to Parnaflus, to ob- 
tain a new benedi&ion from father Apollo. 
I muft not at prefent tell you, what obliges 
me to have further dealings with theie har- 

lots, 
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lots, having been enjoined filence by a fove- 
reign command ; when my mouth (hall be 
opened, you will know more. 

Vienna, O&obcr 14, 1762. 

LETTER XVI. 

■ 

TO THE SAME. 

You were exa£i, my dear friend^ in for- 
telling when you wrote laft, that my new 
opera had not yet been reprefented. The 
a&refles are too great perfonages, and for 
that reafon more expofed to accidents. Wq 
are overfet by them already, the illnefs of 
one or another, ftill continuing ; fb that we 
know not when we (hall begin, though the 
poetry and mulic have long been ready. 

Vienna has been in a conftant fermenta- 
tion with balbj operas and plays (/); and 
yet during the whole carnival, I have never 
feen the door of the theatre, nor heard a 
fiddle fcrape. Quod Deus bene vertat; fo 
you fee, that our taftes coincide. Give a 
chafte embrace for me to the moft refpefted 
prieftels, and believe me ex corde. 

Vienna, March 7, 1763. 

(f) Thefe muft Have been on occafion of the peace with 
Pruflia. 

s 4 LET- 



( *6 4 ) 



LETTER XVII, 

TO THE SAME, 

Long, life to my dear Filipponi ! your 
friendly attention in feconding fo diligently 
my folicitude concerning the arrival and 
ftate of health of Count Canale and his hcufe- 
hold, is worthy of a friend who knows every 
motion of my heart, like one of its ancient 
inhabitants, I am extremely grateful to 

- 

you for it, and beg of you to continue this 
moft obliging office ; the rather, as 1 abftain 
from embarrafiing the travellers with ufelefs 
trouble, that I may not oblige Count Canale r 
through courtefy, to wafte his prepipus mo- 
ments in anfwering letters purely officious. 
The Countefs of Caqale had already a due 
canonical apcount, t>ut is extremely pleafed 
>vith a repetition of it, as however fuper- 
abundant the accounts may be, they will 
never be in equilibrium With her anxiety ; 
therefore I thank you again in hej* name. 

J beg of you to make a thoufand reff efl- 
ful and affe&ionate compliments for me to 
the moft worthy count, alluring him that if 

he 
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he does not foon return to the forfaken ly- 
ceum, he will find that illuftrious babling 
fociety which he has left in the hands of Sig. 
Hagen and me, quite abandoned. Adieu. 

Vienna> 0£ober 30, 1763. 

1. 

LETTER XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The letters of my dear Sig. Filipponi, 
befides the intrinfic value which they always 
have in my eftimation, are now rendered 
ftill more interefting by the tidings they con- 
tain of our moft relpe&ed Count Canale and 
(he amiable Canaletti. I am extremely 
grateful for your letter of laft month, and 
entreat you to continue your friendly com- 
placency, in conftantly gratifying my impa- 
tient and affe&ionate folicitude. 

After ufual expreflions of refpeft and 
kindnefs, tell him in my name, that I con- 
gratulate him on the admirable ftate of 
health which his ample and flourifhing 
family enjoys here, not forgetting the two 
laft tender fhoots, who have fought like he- 
roes, and fubdued the fmall-pox, which this 

year 
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year has been very tremendous in Auftria, 
and of which we have had but too forrowfula 
proof in the lofs of our beloved Arch-dutchefs 
Ifabella, a ftroke with which we are ftill 
ft tinned. 

You may eafily imagine how much I figh 
for the return of my dear Count Canale ; but 
take care not to Ipeak to him on the fubjeft. 
I, who know his heart, am certain what he 
mull fufFer from being conftrained to quit 
Vienna, and leave fo many pledges behind 
him : as well as the being obliged to remain 
at Turin, fo far from a Patron, who unites 
in fo uncommon a manner, the majefty of a 
fovercign, with the tendernefs of a father 
and a friend. 

Vienna, December 5, 1763. 



"Metaftafio, who had been under no ncceffity 
of importuning the mufes for favours of 
great importance, during the war of 1756, 
was called upon, about this time, to furnifli 
fevcrul dramas for his court. 

Alcide al Bhw, let by Hafle, 1 760, for the 
nuptials of the Archduke Jofeph, afterwards 
Emperor, with the Princefs Ifabella of Bour- 
bon. Ck/ia, let likewile by Hafle, 1762, 

for 
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for the fafe delivery of the fame Princefs. 
VAtenaide trover gli affetti getter oft ; written 
alfo in 1762, by command of their Imperial 
majefties, and let by Bonno, in order to be 
reprefented in the apartments of the Impe- 
rial palace, by five Arch-dutcheifes : Maria 
IJabella of Bourbon, firft confort of the late 
Emperor Jofeph ; Marianne, afterwards dut- 
chefs of Saxon-Teichen, Mary Elizabeth ; 
and Mary Amelia, afterwards dutchefs of 
Parma. But this projected plan was ren- 
dered abortive, by the deceafe of the Arch- 
dutchefs Ifabella of Bourbon, who died of 
the imall-pox. Beddes thefe dramas, Me- 
taftafio furnifhed the court with leveral fhort 
occafional lyric compoiitions, which were 
called complimenti, and let by Haje, Gluck, or 
Wagenfeil. 

At this time all the fons and daughters of 
Apollo in Italy, were ambitious of Mcrafta- 
lio's acquaintance : the model! and diiiident 
wilhed to avail themiclves of his council ; 
the vain, of his praife. Our author's candid 
and pacific difpofitiou inclined him to treat 
them all with lenity. His difapprobation 
was accompanied with luch politcncis, that 
it was eafy for (elf-love to conftrue it into 
panegyric. His corrclpondence with a ilterary 

lady 
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lady of rank, at Siena, may ferve as a 
fpecimen of his critical urbanity. Some let- 
ters feem to have pafled between them, pre- 
vious to thofe which appear in the colle&ion ; 
as the firft in which he fpeaks of the lady's 
partial friendfhip is fhort, and only an ac- 
companiment to the prefent of the poet'* 
opera of Clelia* 

LETTER XIX. 

TO THE NOBLE SIGNORA LJVIA ACCARIGl, 
PATRICIAN OF SIENA. 

The tribute, rather than gift, of my Cle- 
/ia 9 was undeferving of the exceffive recom- 
penfe of fuch an obliging and partial letter, 
as that with which you have deigned to ho- 
nour me. I feel extremely proud of it, not, 
indeed as a proof of the excellence of my 
drama, but as a teftimony of that uncommon 
friendfhip which has feduced your judgment. 
Continue, moll illuftrious lady, to honour 
your fex and Italy with your laudable ftudies, 
and believe me to be imprefTed with the 
higheft efteem and refpeft, &c. 

Vienna, July 14, 1762. 

LET. 
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LETTER XX. 

V 

TO THE SAME. 

I was greatly aftonifhed to find in your 
laft mod obliging letter, that among the 
many excellencies by which you are dif- 
tinguifhed, there fhould be that of an exem- 
plary docility, a virtue fo little known in 
Parnaflhs. I congratulate you, Madam, 
upon it, and defire that it may be propo- 
gated in our colleges, where only its raafk 
can be found, and where every one begs 
applaufe, in afldng for corre&ion. 
. You will greatly improve your drama, by 
making the charafter of Thomyris more de- 
cided and conftant. Indeed the moft vicious 
part of an audience, is always pleafed with 
examples of magnanimity; I fhould there- 
fore fupprefs that generofity which Thomy- 
ris manifefts towards the end, and ftudy 
from the beginning, and through the whole 
drama, to make her think, fpeak, and aft 
in fych a manner, that there fhould be no 
inconfiftence in her becoming generous. Let 
her be proud and vindictive, if you pleafe ; 

- 3 but 



( 270 ) 

but let her not accomplifli her vengeance by 
a moft premeditated aflaffination, nor lofe 
her paflion for fuch deeds when committed. 
The Hyrcanian becomes more harfh, info- 
lent and proud, without principles of mo- 
rality, or civilization. But his irregularities 
affeft only himlelt, rendering him a diftinft 
charafter, by extravagances that are even 
ridiculous, as far as the dignity of the buf- 
kin will allow ; yet thefe extravagances are 
never of fuch a kind, as reduce the other 
perfonages, 'either to the neceflity of bearing 
unreafonable fufferings and pafling for cow- 
ards, or of punching, tragically, the favage 
follies of ignorance and brutality. 

Now, defcending to the minutia of all the 
events and occafions which may be imagined, 
in fupport of your two principal charaders, 
would be fettering your fancy ; of which it 
is my whh to indicate the points at which 
you are to aim, but not to limit your choice 
of fuch means as are moft fuitable to your 
genius, in the profecution of your plan. 
D I have made diligent enquiry of my recol- 
ledion, in order to difcover fome traces of 
the two odes, of which you imagine I muft 
have been fometime in poffeffion, through 
your kindnefs; and think I can fafely 
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affirm, that I have never feen them : if by 
accident, thefe tranlcripts had been mil-, 
laid, I am very certain that I fliould never 
have loft the remembrance of any produ&ion 
of yours. 

Continue to honour me with your envi- 
able partiality, and with fuch commands as 
may afford me an opportunity of manifefting 
with how much relpeft I am, &c. 

Vienna, O&ober, 1763. 

a 

LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

I acknowledge, with gratitude equal to 
the Angular confidence with which you ho- 
nour me, the having received and attentively 
. perufed your manufcriptof Thomyris; and am 
proud that Italy can boaft a young lady of 
fuch rare talents, and who is capable of under- 
taking one of the moft difficult enterprifes 
which the inhabitants of Parnaffus dare 
attempt. I have found the diftion clear and 
happy, and frequent inftances of fuch thea- 
trical diftrefs, as is ufually neither the fruit 
of learning nor talents, but of long experi- 
ence. I have found characters drawn with 

1 vigour, 
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vigour, and, in fhort, the whole work has faf* 
pafled my expe&ation, as it muft that of 
every one who knows the enormous difficulty 
of fuch a perilous bufmefs, and is not igno- 
rant of this being the firft time that you 
have failed in an ocean that is rendered ter- 
rible by fuch innumerable fliipwrecks. I 
therefore congratulate you ; and think, that 
there is no literary undertaking in which I 
may not promife iuccefs to your laudable 
application, and cultivated and diftinguiflied 
talents. 

You muft not expeft me, madam, to 
write a formal academic difcourfe, defining 
all the conftituent parts of the drama. This 
would be a treatife which I fhould have no 
time to write, or you patience to read. In- 
deed it would be a ufelefs undertaking : as I 
could tell you nothing of which you may not 
be informed by my dear friend the Abate 
Pafquini'> a man who has done honour to 
the Italian ftage, who is your friend as well 
as mine, and from his perfe£t knowledge of 
my heart and mind, can -tell you as well as 
myfelf, what I think and what I feel. 

But that you may not doubt of the atten- 
tion with which I have read your drama, or 

think 
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think me more forward than I ought to be, 
take the two following observations. 

Thomyris, at the end of the piece, is full 
of great, virtuous, and magnanimous fenti- 
ments ; but at the beginning fhe meditates, 
determines, aad orders, an aflaflmation. 
This feems a duplicity of chara6Jer as repug- 
nant to rule, as two-fifths in mulic. It is 
true that there are in nature, devout ralcals, 
and bluftering cowards ; but they are infuf- 
ferable, and our theatre requires decided 
chara&ers. 

The principal feature in the chara&er of 
Ircano appears to me violent ; not becaufe 
bruUrlity does not fuit his difpofition, but 
being called a coward by the general, he re- 
mains fucb 7 unlefs he kills or is killed by him 
in a duel. It is true, that the Spanifli point 
of honour did not fublift in the time of Tho- 
myris ; but common prejudices muft be re- 
fpefted; and this is one of our moft incon- 
venient fervitudes. 

Be careful of your health, for the honour 
of your fex, and believe me to be, with 
equal efteem and refpe<£t, &c. 

vol. ii. T We 
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We fhall now refume Metaftafio's corre£ 
pondencc with his friend Farinelli, whom 
he very anxioully tries to moralize into phi- 
lofophy and tranquillity, if not comfoit. He 
had been driven out of Paradife, that is, 
ordered to quit Spain, on the acceffion of 
Charles III, and feemed to wifh to fpeild the 
reft of his days in his native city of Naples, 
among his relations ; but for political reafons, 
that comfort was denied him. He had then 
thoughts of fettling in England ; but that was 
not agreeable to the court of Spain, as the 
two nations were then at war. After vifit- 
ing feveral cities in Italy, in order to chufe 
a futtrfe abode, Bologna was prefcribed to 
him, as the place which would give the leaft 
umbrage to the Spanifh monarch ; feemingly, 
becaufe Farinelli had fewer acquaintance, 
and was likely to pafs his time there in a 
more gloomy and comfortlefs manner, than 
any where elie. This, befides his fincere 
affli&ion for the lofs of his royal patrons, and 
the importance which his talents and conduct 
had acquired him at Madrid, rendered lef- 
fons of refignation difficult to lea,rn : to re- 
concile the mind to fuch misfortunes and 
mortifications, was a work of years ; but for 
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the recovery of its former tone of happing 
life was too ftiort I • 

** 

LETTER XXIL 

TO FARINELLI. 

The dear and amiable bearer of tjiis let- 
ter, goes into Italy with a firm refolution* 
vigouroufly to attack your obftinate melan* 
choly : a work worthy of a good and true 
friend. I envy him, and (hould be glad to 
accompany him, as an ally in fo meritorious 
an enterprife. Let him have his way, my 
dear friend, and never let it enter into your 
head to protc£t your internal foe. You have 
given proofs fufficient of your good heart, 
and fenfe of gratitude and duty ; it is time 
to refign yourfelf to the will of Providence, 
and to difpel the clouds which obfcure every 
comfort of life. So prays your moft affec- 
tionate and faithful Gemello. 

Vienna, January 17, 1763. 
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Letter xxm. 

. TO THE SAME. 

Our honoured Abate Cetrulo fets off fud- 
denly for Italy ; and aflures me, that his firft 
bufinefs will be the vifiting the incomparable 
Gemello : fo that I (hould believe myfelf to 
be excommunicated in bulla ccerue, if I did 
not avail myfelf of this opportunity to em- 
brace you afFe&ionately per procuratorem 9 at 
leaft a hundred times. 1 likewife fend a 
good dofe of friendfhip to our dear PetriUo : 
to whom I acknowledge myfelf extremely 
obliged for the care he takes in keeping up 
your fpirits ; of which I difcovered more 
than one indication in your anfwer to the 
letter which I configned to his care. I now 
begin to difcover that my beloved Carluc- 
Clo is as fuperior to the frowns, as he has 
hitherto been to the fmiles, of fortune. I 
promifed myfelf this heroifm from you : and 
was certain that your greateft difficulty was 
knowing bow to Jet bounds to the tender ex- 
cefTes of your good heart, and gratitude. 
Now time and refle&ion have rendered you 

mailer 



Digitized by Google 



( 277 • 

matter of yourfelf, it is fit, my dear friend, 
that you fhould enjoy that fweet tranquillity, 
which is fo juftly due to your toils and con- 
dud. 

We have here, for fome months, our 
worthy and excellent Panzacchi, who has 
been called from Bavaria to fing in the Vi- 
enna Theatre. I have always efteemed him ; 
but, at prefent, love him more than ever ; 
alluring myfelf every moment, that he was a 
long time witnefs of your friendfliip and af- 
fection for me (g). I never doubted of it, 
and yet it pleafes and flatters me to meet 
with any one that can confirm it. He com- 
millions me to prefent a thoufand refpe&s 
to you. Imagine to yourfelf* how I muft 
teaze and pefter him with queftions concern- 
ing your perfon. * : 

I beg that you, who are full of humanity, 
will examine a little our Cetrulo, concerning 
the objefts of his journey to Naples. It 
feems to me as if he were going to ruin him- 
felf. I have preached, but in vain. Do 
you perform the pious work of perfuation. 

Adieu, my ever dear Charles. . 

Vienna, April 26, 1763. 

(^) See Prefent State of Mufic in Germany^ vol. I. art 
Munich, for a further account of this performer. 

t 3 LET* 
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LETTER XXIV, 

TO THE SAME. 

f . . 

. Heaven blefs my dear Gemello, for hav- 
ing, at length drawn his head out of that hy. 
pochondriac flough of delpair, in which it 
has fo long been plunged ! The laft letter 
which I received from you, after your little 
excurfion to Parma, and the accounts I have 
had from Petrillo, whom I faw a few days 
ago in his way to Saxony, have afforded me 
infinite confolation. I was going to tell you, 
that you had, at length, fuffcred that reafou 
to he vanquifhed, which had been your con- 
ftant guide in the midft of all the powerful 
allurements of fortune : allurements which 
in every age have turned the heads of the 
wifeft men, though double baked in the 
oven of philofophy. Now my dear Gemello 
is victorious, I hope he will take advantage 
of the vi&ory. That he will eftablifli fuch 
a ferene and tranquil way of life, as (hall 
enable him to enjoy that peace to which Pro- 
yidsnce gonfents ; and convince the world, 
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that he is ftill the fame Farinelli, in every 
fituation. 

Our MenghinO) who has always your name 
in his mouth, is here very juftly efteemed. 
I fee him daily, and take great care not to 
let him indulge his natural fantaftic imagi* 
nations, in which I find him much mended : 
but not quite cured. 

You muft already know, that here we are 
become Neapolitans, in verbo tcrremoto. In 
the morning of the vigil of St. Peter, a little be- 
fore and a little after five o'clock, we felt, in 
Vienna, two reafonably violent (hocks: 
and afterwards an account was brought 
from Hungary, of the total ruin of the city 
of Komorren, and other places in its neigh- 
bourhood. If the Neapolitans fend us their 
earthquakes, it is to be hoped that' they will 
likewife fend us their figs, grapes, furrento 
veal, exquifite pork, and all the other good 
things of which we are in ^yant $ but it 
is quite unchriftian to fend us only the bad. 

I love and efteem our dear Carlani, as 
much as his honourable and trufty charatter 
deferves ; and rejoice extremely that you 
Jcnow his worth, and have him fo near you. 
For, to tell you the truth, your good heart 
always makes me tremble, knowing how 

T 4 PUicJi 



Digitized by Google 



( *8o ) 

much it has been abufed in former times. 
Be cautious, my dear friend ; and when you 
have found an honeft man, take him to 
your bofom as a great trealure ; for this vale 
of tears in which we live, does not produce x 
them in great abundance. 

God help that obftinate head of Cetrulo ! 
I have great fears that he goes about feeking 
ills, like the phyficians. Farewell, dear 
Gemello ; perfevere in your melioration, till 
you are perfeftly cured ; and your entire 
mental health will contribute infinitely to 
that of your moil faithful Gemello. 

Vienna, June n, 1763. 

v 



LETTER XXV, 

TO THE SAME, 

On Friday, the 9th inftant, in the dufk of 
the evening, arrived at Vienna, the very 
obliging Sig. Pafquali Potenza; on Satur- 
day, and yefterday, he favoured me with a 
Viftt, aud to-day he fet out early for Prague, 
His manners and converfation prove him to 
be no goofe, and that he knows the world. 

I have 
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I have no doubt of his profeffiona! merit ; his 
reputation, and your venerable opinion are 
fufficient for me ; but I have not yet had the 
pleafure of hearing him (i). I could not 
help expreffing a wifh for that gratification ; 
but he excufed himfelf, by faying that his 
voice was out of order, not being recovered 
from the effe&s of his journey ; and I was 
unwilling to prefs him, under fuch circum- 
ftances. Yefterday, he dined out of town, 
■ at the villa of Count Durazzo, and on being 
iblicited by the lady of the houfe, he fung. 
How could he refift the power of beauty ? I 
have extrafted from him all the information 
I poffibly could, concerning yourfelf ; par- 
ticularly with rqfpe£l to your prefent fpirits ; 
and am very well pleafed with you. Con- 
tinue, my dear Gemello, to rub off your mind 
that abominable ruft, which by degrees 
would have annihilated all your faculties. 
I fhould purfue this fubjeft, had I not a 
hundred difagreeable letters on my hands, 
which I muft inevitably anfwer : therefore, 

(b) This performer was in England during the feafons 
of 1758 and 1759, when the Mattes was manager, and 
firft woman. He feemed to know mufic very well, and 
fung in good tafte ; but his voice was in decay, and his 
intonation frequently falfc* 

with 
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with a hearty embrace, 1 recommend to 
your memory, your mod faithful Gemcllo f 

Vienna, September 12, 1763. 

r 

\ 

I 

i LETTER XXVI. 

$ 

TO THE SAME. 

Very foon after the receipt of your laft 
letter of the 23d of September, the refpe&a- 
ble Dr. SavicA, /Efculapius to the Prince of 
Lichtenjlein, appeared in my room : and im- 
mediately upon his entrance, giving me a 
hearty kifs, laid that it had been configned 
to me by my moft implacable enemy : I re- 
cognifed immediately by the colour, of what 
materials the ftuff was made ; and he was 
aftonifhed at my fpirit of prophecy. Oh 
how he is delighted with your courtely, con- 
verfation, and every thing that belongs to 
you ! He talked only of you, for an hour 
and half ; and you may well imagine that I 
did not try to change the fubjeft. He com- 
mjfhoned me to prefent a thoufand refpeft- 
fill and affe&ionate compliments to you oi* 
his part, and you ought to fwear upon the 
agnus Dei that he was pun&ually obeyed, 

Thcrcforq 
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Therefore honour the letter of credit, which 
I draw upon you at fight, for value received, 
I have not yet feen Baron Lefchtngold, but 
in the mean time, I have contrived, with 
the affiftance of a common friend, to let him 
know how much you have feid in your let- 
ters concerning him. 

Dear Gemello, my mute devil will fay no- 
thing, either good or bad. When I am unable 
to lpeak plainly, I am filent; not having been 
able, in thirty three years refidence at court, to 
learn the language of oracles that are applicable 
to every fenfe. My tafte is for the round or 
1 hq % the tafte of our anceftors. Now between 
ourfelves, I fhall tell you frankly; that if 
your projedt is fuch as it feems to me, 
through your myfterious expreflions, there 
is nothing in the world, with refpeB to myfelf ] 
which would afford me greater pleafure and 
confolation ; and if you doubt a moment of 
this? truth, you would be (what my Ge- 
mello never can be) the moft ungrateftil 
animal that ever was on the furface of 
the earth. But the bus Hits is luch, that 
an honeft man fhould never purchafe his 
own pleafure at the expence of a friend, and 
particularly of fuch a friend as you are, 
fio\y is it poffible for me to judge of thefe 

futrw 
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future contingencies, if I am utterly ignorant 
of the Southern and Northern difpofitions, 
which may render the fuppofed projedt pru- 
dent and practicable ? He would be a ftupid 
phyfician, indeed, who fhould attempt to 
cure, without knowing the difeafe and ftate 
of the patient. What I perfeftly know is, 
that you have afted fuch a part in the world, 
as renders you unfit for inferior chara&ers. 
This is all that my heart, which is wholly 
devoted to you, can fay. If you will ex- 
plain yourfelf further, I (hall fecond your 
willies to the utmoft of my power. In the 
mean time, continue to love yours moft faith- 
fully (/). 

P. S. The King of Poland palled to a 
better life the jth of laft month. 

Vienna, October 10, 1763, 



(i) The letter to which this was an anfvver, notwith- 
fianding the myftery in which its contents were couched, 
feems, from the reply, to have included an invitation to 
the poet to fpend the reft of his days with his twin friend 
in Italy, 



LET- 
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LETTER XXV1L 

TO THE SAME. 

In fpite of a heap of extremely tirefome 
letters which I have to anfwer, and the 
company of fomc nymphs, who have had the 
goodnefs to drink chocolate with me in my 
poetical cabin, though it is poft day, and are 
all cackling like geefe in the next room, I 
cannot help embracing moft heartily my 
dear Gemello : and being as much in want 
of materials as time for a long letter, let this 
ferve only as a manifeftation of the conftancy 
of my well cemented twinfhip. 

It is moft certain, dear friend, that I have 
an exceffive defire to vifit Italy; but there 
are fo many fifes to tune, that it is no eafy 
matter to determine. The South, the North, 
the Eaft, the Weft, and every canton of this 
miferable globe which we inhabit, has its 
particular intemperance and inconveniencies : 
and we muft regulate ourfelves like prudent 
pilots, not merely to avoid difgrace for our 
want of judgn&ent, but remorfe, which is 
the greateft torment to which rational beings 
3 are 
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arc expofed. feut do not imagine from this 
preachment, that I have wholly relinquiftied 
the hope of feeing charming Italy again, 
at leaft for a fllort time. Who knoWs ? In 
the mean time, take great care of the fardki 
number one, and continue indefatigably to 
equal the true and tender friendfhip of your 
moft conftant Gemello, 

Frainj November 14, 1763.- 

LETTER XXVIIL 

TO THE SAME* 

The impertinence of ybuf complaints, 
which, according to your laft letter, have 
obliged you to keep your bed, has put me 
into a great rage. While there are fo many 
malevolent animals upon which they might 
have amufed themfelves to the advantage of 
humanity ; why fhould they torment honeft 
gentlemen, born to delight and aflift their 
fellow creatures? But we muft not dive 
into the myfteries of Providence. The good- 
humour which reigns in your letter makes 
me hope, that you have fubdued thefe do- 
meftic foes, and I am impatient to have it 
confirmed, • „ - • 

L Whdl- 
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Whenever I am able to tranfport my frail 
fiame towards the lbuth, be allured, my dear 
Gemello, that I (hall not chnfe the time 
when the great northern ftars are in mo- 
tion (k). Mow could I pofllbly furvive fuch a 
tumult? Crowds of travellers, fcarcity of beds, 
tired horfes, infolencc of fuperiors, negleft of 
inferiors, rapacity of poftmafters, drunken- 
nefs of poftillions, inns robbed, roads broke 
up, diforder, confufion, hurry, fcarcity, and 
a thoufand other plagues of all kinds ! 
Mercy on me ! The merely thinking of 
thefe things makes my hair ftand an end. 
During more than thirty-three years that I 
have been in this old vortex, I have contriv- 
ed to avoid all fuch enterprifes : think there- 
fore whether, at this time of the year, I 
ihould be able to make fo rafh and daring an 
experiment : I, who for fo many years have 
lived in this imperial refidence like a hermet 
in the deferts of the Thebaid ; and who never 
let my foot in the court, unlefs when a com- 
ttiand from my moft clement fovereigns illu- 
mines my humble dwelling, and conducts mc 
to the imperial palace. If we do not begin 

• 

(k) This was written at the time of the general peace 
in Germany. * 

to 
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to open our eyes to our own infirmities, when, 
and to what, my dear friend, fliall we open 
them ? 

Adieu. Recommend me to your daily 
goffips, as I never fail to fpeak of you to all 
my favourite prattlers. But above all, take 
care of yourfelf, and preferve fo valuable an 
individual to your, &c. 

Vienna, December 12, 1763. 

LETLER XXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Our amiable Petrillo, after having been 
more than a mere fpe&ator of the calamities 
and cataftrophe of the tragedy of poor Dres- 
den, has paffcd through this country like 
lightning. He is going to breathe the de- 
lightful air of Italy, and, after fo much agi- 
tation, to pafs in tranquillity the reft of his 
days. If he puts in practice the wife philo- 
fophical maxims which he now profcifes, he 
will be worthy of envy. I could not refift 
this opportunity of embracing my dear Ge- 
mello, and of alluring him, though I truft 
unneceffarily, that my affeftion for him will 
never be diminifhed, till this little piece of 

median- 

* 
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mechanifm (hall be totally decompounded. 
1 hope yours gathers ftrength daily, and that 
your foul being commodioufly lodged, may 
cherifh that chearful and feftive difpofitiori 
which embellilhed your former days, and 
lightened the heavieft vexations of life, 
'think of me now and then, my dear friend, 
and believe that I am, and ever fliall be, youi* 
moft faithful, &c. 

Vienna, February i, 1764* 

LETTER XXX. . 

TO THE SAME. 

■ • -. * 

I • 

* Now, as your complaints affail you ini 
F-FA-UT, with nfecond and fourth, the remedy, 
my cjeareft Gemello, is plain. The natural 
refolution is in C-sol-fa-Ut;/// and when 
it is known what is to be done, it is our own 
fault if we .fuffer by not doing it* The 

(/) This playful allufion to the laws of 4 harmony, will 
be well underftood by muhcians; butmay want explana- 
tion by fuch readers as ha* e not been Initiated into the 
myfteries of compofition. The fecond ?ixi$ fourth being dif- 
cords to the mufical found called F,; the ear remains in tor- 
ture till it hears the perfeft chord of C, as chord of the fixth 
to the bafe Ei which, figuratively implies, returning "from 
fichiffs -to healthy or.* from vexation and embarrajfmenty to 
ttwquiUily and comfort. 

vol. 11. u worft 
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worft is, when we know not which way ta 
fteer. In fuch cafes, I form an alli^cc with 
patience: conclude that I have a certain 
burthen to carry, fettle it on my poor fhoul- 
ders, and then I fuffer much lefs by itg weight 
than if I carried it aukwardly. Believe me, 
my dear friend, you can purfue no better 
method. All the impatience to which you 
may give way, will only aggravate and aug- 
ment your injuries, and make a lofs of four 
equal to eight. All the knowledge we have, 
comes from experience in morality, as well 
as natural philofophy. 

If you wifli clearly to underftand your 
Gemello, never feek for any other meaning 
m his words, than that which they prefeHt at 
firft fight. The {peaking or a&ing myfteri- 
oufty and politically, is not my way, nor a 
way I underftand, after thirty- four years at 
court, I am as ignorant of the aulic fcience 
as when I firft entered the (ervice. Nature 
has made me, in this relpeft, like a duck, 
who paffes a great part of its time in thf 
water, without ever being wet. 

Our Petrillo, who flies through Vienna, 
will bring you this letter, and a hearty em- 
brace. 

.114 » ••• • 

Vienna, Feb. 9* 1764 

LET- 

• • > 4 • . • 
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Letter xxxi. 

TO tfHE SAME. 

Your laft letter of the 5th inft. has really 
confoled me. From the ferenity and plea- 
fantry with which it is coloured from the 
beginning to the end, I conceive that you 
are at length arrived at the fecret of wiping 
from your mind that curfed foot with which 
it has lb long been difcoloured. 1 congratu- 
late you oh your fuccefs, in an enterprife 
Which borders on a ipecies of heroifin of 
which fo feVv are capable. We have an infi- 
nite humber of great men, who are venerated 
ias models of knowledge and prudence, 
who have funk under cataftrophes much lefs 
Violent than yours. Happinefs, therefore, 
attend my dear Gemello ! who has proved 
himfelf as much fuperior in adverfity as pro- 
sperity, and who knows how to eftimate hu- 
man felicity better than thofe who call 
themfelves philofophers; and is in no want 
of fcholaftic jargon to enable him to ftand 
firm and motionlefs in every guft of wind. 
Heaven ble(s and keep you in this wife and 
placid ftate for at leaft half a century ! 

u 2 Our 
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Our dear Majo has been arrived fome time, 
but I have feen him but once, and then only 
for a fhort time, I received him with all 
that affe6Hon which I cannot help beftowing 
on perfons beloved by you, and whofe merit 
is univerfally known (m). Nor (hall I neglefl 
any opportunity of ferving him, as far as the 
auguft circumference of my limited faculties 
fhall extend. The beft of it is, that he not 
only never comes near me, but leaves mc in 
perfe<5t ignorance of the hiding place where 
he has hitherto amufed himfelf here, during 
the leifure in which he has hitherto lived. 
Perhaps fome ancient fparks have rekindled 
the extinguifhed conflagration, and the poor 
foul will be involved in the flames and fmoke 
which formerly, as I am informed, fcorched 
and confounded him. 

Adieu, my amiable Gemello ; continue to 
let me enjoy the pleaiure of hearing of your 
tranquillity: take care of your health, and 
embrace for me, my dear and much honour- 
ed Carlani. 

Vienna, March 27, 1764. 

LET- 

(m) This mud have been the celebrated Neapolitan 
. umpofer, Clccio dc Alajo y who died young, about the year 
j 77 1. He bewail to fluurilh in 1759 * having compofed 

that 
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LETTER XXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

- The pleafant inventory of your tranfient 
complaints, contained in your laft letter, 
would have made me laugh, if the idea of 
the fuffferings they mull have occafioned, 
added to the daily experience of my own, 
had not awakened a croud of ferious reflec- 
tions. But thefe are not worth a fig ; and, in- 
deed, are themfelves worfe plagues than the 
others.. Therefore, my dear Gemello, the 
moft infallible antidote is, not to think of 
them| except when the machine is dilbrdered 
by them; but to go on, as well as we can, 
in hoping for good, and tolerating the evils of 
exiftence, as I atp now obliged to do. 

Your moft amiable de Majo generoufly 
gives me credit for wifhing to ferye him, but 

that year, Riccimero y for the theatre delU Dame at Rome, 
and in 1763, the year when this letter was written, his 
Demofoonte was performed in the Argentina theatre of the 
fame city. The laft opera he compofed was Didone> for 
the theatre at Venice, 1770. , ' 

u 3 hitherto 
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hitherto has abfolutely avoided putting my 
zeal to the teft. A man of his merit, and 
your friend, woxjld have a right to difpofe of 
me at his pleafare. But he, who is no fool, 
knowing perhaps the little extent of my 
power, is unwilling to exppfe me tp the 
fhame of confeffing it. I am unable to in- 
form you whether he has been caught in the 
pld net. I never frequent the woods which 
expofe him to fuqh danger, and have jievcr 
been able to examine him ; as during .his 
long refidence on the banks of the IJler, I 
have only had the pleafure of feeing him two 
or three times, at mQft, Indeed his conti- 
nuing fo constantly invifible, and regaining 
here fo long, without any apparent motive, 
feems to favour your coaje&ures. If he is at 
fea, I wifti him a profperpus gale ; if fuch a 
wifh is not inconfiderate ; as the felicity of 
a navigation depends much on the caufq for 
which we embark; and I never wi(h my 
friends to be poffeffed of fuch an ipeoijfider-! 
ate courage. - 

I frequently fee our merry friend, and the 
eloquent Bonecbi, who loves you as you de- 
ferve: fo that with this addition, and fo 
many other amiable qualities, you may im- 
agine how dear he i§ to m$. I have faith- 
fully 
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fully communicated to him your commif- 
fions, and he has charged me with too many 
things to be executed in this world. 

Vienna* July 9, 1764. 



LETTER XXXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

After diftilling my brains for two whole 
days, I am obliged to confefs, my dear Ge* 
mello, that I have not been able to decipher 
your Tarantella. I flatter myfelf that there 
is nothing very bad, as your humour is not 
tinged with melancholy : on the contrary, it 
is more ferene and pleafant than ufual. The 
myfterious language in which you have ma£- 
qued your new fituation, has made me fuf«» 
pe£t, that fome irregularity had difturbedthe 
Geconomy of your whole fyfteryi; and that 
your virgin modefty, which is alarmed by 
every (hadow of immodefty, had not futFered 
you to explain yourfelf, Whatever it is, I 
defire you will immediately ceafe to torment 
yourfelf about it, and not fuffer it to prevent 
your intended nuptial vifit to our dear Car- 
lam; to whom I wifli abundant flores of all 

V 4 kinds, 
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kinds, neceflary for the voyage he under- 
takes. ' . 

Our ardent and languid Majo^ Simulated 
by his friends and by his duty, is at length fet 
off for Manbeim, where he is engaged to com- 
pofe an opera for the Elector Palatine. With 
what heart he has left the banks of the Ifter % 
enamoured tutfLe^ fay ! ■ : 

I (hall be (hort in my account of all the 
fine things which I am ordered to fay to you, 
iti the name of our moft amiable common 
friend, Sig. Bonechi, the Neapolitan con**- 
ful ; but you will foon meet, and then I beg 
you to embrace him cordially and repeatedly 
for me. Think with what enyy 1 (hall be 
tormented, at not making a third in your 
meetings. " I muft have patience, as I feenx 
only born for the exercife of philoiophic mo- 
deration. If you knew how well I bore my 
plagues, you would take me for a hero. But 
the trade of heroifm is a vile employment, 
and my (houlders ache at the mere mention 
of it. But let us talk no longer of complaints 
and misfortunes. Conceal yours as much 
as you can, and I (hall do the fame by 
mine. In this manner we (hall defeat the 

intentions of fortune, and bid de6ance to ill- 

.. • , • • . * 

fuck. Farewell $ love me as you ufed to do. 

And 
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And be aflured, that in fpite of all our 
plagues, you will ever be dear to me, and I 
to you. 

Vienna, Auguft 25, 1764. 



LETTER XXXIV, 

TO THE SAME. 

You muft not imagine, my dear Gemello, 
that I am drowned in the river Lethe. I am 
ftill among the living, but not my own ma- 
iler. My moft clement patronefs has too 
high an opinion of my worn-out poetical ta- 
lents, and has now given me a talk beyond 
the p wer of the hoarfe old iwan. It is true, 
that oracular fbvereigns always qualify their 
commands with the gracious and moft hu- 
mane conditions of: if you can: if you wi//; • 
but you know, by experience, what weight 
thefe phrafes have, when uttered by divinities, 
However, in fpite of my occupations, I (hall 
fteal a few moments from the babling mufes, 
for the fake of converfing a little with my 
dear Gemello, for however Ihort a time, in 
order to break our filence, and prevent it from 
becoming habitual. 

1 I beg 
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I beg you, in my name, to wifh vigour and 
A numerous progeny to our new married 
friends, and their ladies. Continue to love 
me ; pray to heaven to grant me patience ; 
and believe me, till the confummation of all 
things, yours, &c. 

Vienna, November 3, 17644 



2ND OF THE FIFTJf SECTION, 
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SECTION VI.. 

j\$ there is a chafm of fix months between 
this letter, and the ne;xt to his friend Fari^ 
ijelli, we Ijiall go back to his other correfc 
pon dents, in order, as much as poffible, to 
ict them march a breaft. 

The fpllowing letter, to Padre Martini, 
is of no" other importance, than as a record 
pf Metaftafio's friendship and regard for that 
veaera]ble and worthy mufical monk; who 
had fent him a book pf Duets for two voices, 
which were afterwards printed, and dedicat- 
ed to the late Eledrefs dowager of Saxony. 
They are in ai> eafy mixed chamber ftyle, in 
which ancient and modern palfages are 
agreeably interwoven. The words were 
wholly feje£b4 from the works of the impe- 
ril bard, 



LETTER I 

TO PADRE MARTINI. 

By the kind care of the worthy Abate Pre- 
ti 9 the bearer of this letter, I yefterday 

found 
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found upon my harpfichord, the mafterly 
duets of which you, reverend Sir, have done 
me the honopr to make me a prefent. Our 
young female compofer executed them all 
immediately, one after the other, with the 
affiftance of a fecond voice. And we have 
concluded, that they will long remain fub- 
je&s of ftudy for her, and of delight to me : 
fo much do we admire them at prefent. I 
am extremely obliged to you, not only for 
this gift, but for your partiality to my 
rhymes ; and am anxious for an opportunity 
of manifefting with what fincere and perfeit 
efteem I have the honour to be, &c. 

Vienna, March 1764. 



About this time, Padre Martini, in writ- 
ing his hiftory of mufic, being in want of a 
M. S. in the Imperial library, at Vienna, 
applied to Metaftafio to procure him a tran- 
fcript of it ; and the following letter is an 
anfwer to the acknowledgments which he 
had received from this good father, for hav* 
ing complied with his requeft. 



LET. 



Digitized 



( 3°* y 



LETTER II. 

TO YADRE MARTINI, 

Your moft obliging letter has afforded me 
a very lingular fatisfaftion ; as I difcover by- 
its contents, that you are pleafed with the 
extra&s which I had the happinefs to pro- 
cure for you. Indeed I am not a little proud 
in having done a fervice to the public by 
contributing my fmall ftore of materials to- 
wards the conftrudtion of your fublime edi- 
fice. Sig. Martinetz, keeper of the Imperial 
Jibrary, and his indefatigable lifter, return 
with refpeft and gratitude, their beft com- 
pliments : and for myfelf, I beg you to be- 
lieve, that I am eager for new occafions to 
fhew my readinefs in obeying your com- 
mands, and have the honour to be with the 

moft refpedtful efteem, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 2, 1765, 

The following letter having been written 
to expUin a doubtful paflage in Metaftafio's 
Alejandro nelV Indie, leems worthy of a 
place here, as every difficulty in an author's 
works, is beft explained by himfelf. 
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LETTER lit 

irO SIGi NICCOLO DELLA* CHIESA, 1ST 

Mvfirft ddty, in anfwering the letter with 
which you have honoured me, is to thank 
you and your illuftrious and enlightened 
nobility, for the partiality yoii are pleafed tot 
exprefs for my writings. The feeond duty 
is, the fpeedy execution of youf refpe&ed 
commands. I fhall therefore, without llop-* 
ping to fiiy how much I think myfelf ho* 
noured by your favourable opinion, haftcn to 
the bufinefs in queftiom 

The firft opening of Alejfandro nelt lndie 3 
prefents to the fpe&ators a view of a ruined 
camp, a flying army, and Porus in vain 
trying to ftop their flight. He Cries out to 
the fugitives to rally, and tries to ftimulate 
courage by reproaches ; Fermaiivi o codardi! 
(Stop cowards !) He endeavours to revive 
in them fentiments of magnanimity and for- 
titude, by reminding them, that life is not 
worth laving by a fkimeful and ignominious 
flight, at the expence of honour. Ah con la 
fug* mal Ji compra una vita. The frightened 

foldiers 

» 
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foldiers continue to fly, without liftening to 
him. When Porus defpairing of being heard* 
no logger looks after his fugitive troops, fay* 
to himfelf, almoft in the voice of reproach : 
tQ whom am 1 fpeaking ? Why fliould I ex- 
pe£t that men fo terrified are capable of 
liftening to reafon, and of remembering the 
laws of obedience and duty ? A chi ragiono ? 
Non ha legge il timor. (With whom am I 
reafoning? Fear has no law*) From this 
interpretation, you will eafiy comprehend, 
Sir, that the performer who reprefents the 
qharadler of Porus* fhovld not recite the 
words A chi ragitmo ? with his face turned 
towards the fugitive foldiers, but to hira- 
felfj or (from theatrical licenfi) to the 
audienqe, and never in a commanding tone : 
hut rather in that of a man who blames him- 
ftW far haying made a fruitlefs attempt. 

Iara extremely fortunate that this difputc 
has occasioned me the honour of your com- 
mands, and I hope that my ready obedience 
will obtain for me the continuance of that 
partiality with which I am fo much flattered. 

Vienna, Jum 24, 1764, 

This year, Metaftafio refumed and finifhed 
his correfpondence with Signora Accarlgu 

4 He 
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He had fent this lady a copy of his new 
opera of Egeria, written for the coronation 
of Jofeph (the late Emperor) King of the 
Romans, and fet by Hqffe ; and having re- 
ceived a letter of thanks for his prefent, the 
following is the poet's reply. ' " 



LETTER IV. 

TO SIGNORA LIVIA ACCARIGI*- 

When I had the honour, madam, to 
fend you my Egeria> I had no other intention 
than to remind you of my efteem and re- 
ipeft; but my meflenger having , exceeded 
her commiffion, I perceive that (he has ex- 
a&ed from your politenefs, an excefs of gra- 
titude, and obliging expreffions. The merit 
of having procured me fuch enviable advan- 
tages, will render me more indulgent to the 
frailties of my fortunate commiflary. I (hall 
not exaggerate to you, madam, the vanity 
excited in a poet by the approbation of a. 
mufe; on the contrary, I (hall carefully 
avoid meddling with' a fubjed fo perilous. 
Continue, mo(f illuftrious lady, with your 
laudable * application to do honour to "your 

fex, 



Digitized by GoogI 



fex, by fumiftiing new. motives of admira- 
tion, in the midft of which I entreat you 
never to forget the conflant efteem, and fin- 
cere refpe£t with which I am and ever (hall 
remain, &c. 

Vienna, Oaobcr 4, 1764. 



Metaftafio's fame at this time, was fo 
great, and extenfive, not only as a dramatic 
poet, but as a man of learning, tafte, and 
genius; that his opinions were eagerly 
fought on fubje&s of literature, by critics, 
ambitious of being his correfpondents, in all 
parts of Europe. It is poffible, perhaps, for 
a man of learning, ftudy, and natural acu- 
men, to be a good critic of the works of 
others, without genius for producing origi- 
nal works themfelves, fimilar to thofe which 
they are able to cenfure: as was the cafe 
with Longinus, Bentley, Boffu, and others ; 
yet (till, ceteris paribus, the opinion of prac- 
• tical poets, and praftical artifts of every 
kind, will have more weight in the fcale of 
criticifm, than thofe of mere theorifts. 

The following letter, the only one in the 
colleftion, to the fame perfon, feems to con- 
tain Metaftafio's poetical creed* 

vol. n. x L£T- 
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. LETTER V. 

TO SIG. D. DOMENICO DIODATI. 

4 

If I had been able to gratify my wifli, 
you would not, Sir, have waited fo long for 
this anfwer to your letter. But it very fel- 
dom happens, my much refpe&ed friend, 
that I am a free agent. A lafting feries of 
focial duties and friendly offices, always re- 
quired and always inevitable, cruelly de- 
prive me of that leifure, which the uncer- 
tainty of my health, and the duties of my 
employment would now and then, perhaps, 
allow me to dedicate to fome genial ftudy 
and ufeful intercourfe, with thofe very few 
quos aquus amavit Jupiter. The profit and 
pleafure which I derive from your letters, 
would oblige me to deferve them more fre- 
quently by the pun6tuality of my anfwers : 
and if I am fometimes obliged, much againft 
my inclination, to negleft our correfpondence, 
the lofs I fuftain by it, (hould entitle mc 
rather to pity than pardon. I ought here, 
before all things, to proteft againft the excefs 
• — ■ of 
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of your partiality for me ; but the merely 
repeating what you fay, even with a view 
to combat it, is extremely dangerous. The 
vanity of poets has no occafion for incite- 
ments ; its perfuafions are but too feducing, 
and in order that my moderation may pre- 
ferve a due equilibrium, I muft not expofe 
myfelf to fuch powerful temptations. Let 
me therefore haften to anfwer your quef- 
tions. 

• 1 confefs that free eloquence would have 
had an equal fhare of my attention with 
that which is confined to meafure ; but def- 
ined to be numbered among the infe&s of 

* 

Parnaflus, it has not been in my power to 
divide my time equally between them. I 
have frequently attempted fome profe pro* 
duftion, between my poetical occupations, 
yet always analagous to my trade; but 
obliged by fovereign commands to return to 
the tibia and the lyre, the parenthefis has 
been fo long, that when I went back to my 
interrupted labours, I found the metal which 
I had left in fufion and ready for the mould, 
fo chilled, that I was obliged to abandon it. 
And finding in myfelf lefs patience for run- 
ning back after diffipated ideas, than courage 
for new enterprifes, I became fo diflatisfied 

x 2 and 
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and difgufted with my attempts, that I 
totally difcontinued them. However, thefc 
attempts, or rather abortions, perhaps, ftill 
exift, in a difperfed and confufed ftate 
among my loofe and ufelefs papers, like the 
Sybil's leaves, diflipated by the wind ; but in 
pure Geconomy of my little credit, I fhall 
take care that they do not furvive me («); 
efpecially if one day or other (which 1 can 
hardly hope) I do not get leifure fufficient to 
put them in fome decent order. The only 
labours which, in defpite of the bufkin, I have 
ever been able to terminate, are fome fhort 

• 

obfervations on the tragedies and comedies 
of the Greeks (0). But thefe obfervations, 
befides the want of amplification and correc- 
tion from the errors of hafte, are only tools 
©f my workfliop, and no lefs through my 
own defefh than the nature of the fubjeft, 

(n) The poet was flncere in this declaration : for neither 
thefe Observations, his Extraft from AriJlotle y s Art of Poetry^ 
nor his tranflation of Horace's Art Poetic with notes, 
appeared till after his decetfe. 

(0) Thefe, and fclecl letters &c. by Metaftafio, which; 
will be further mentioned hereafter, arc now printing at 
Vienna, from the original MSS. which the publifher has 
obtained from Mademoifelle Marianne Martinet the poet's 
eleve and executrix, in three volumes, and in three differ- 
ent forms, to fuit the laft Paris and Venetian editions. 

3 in 
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in want of that kind of alluring eloquence 
which feduces the reader. And therefore, 
ufeful only to myfelf, they afpire at no pub- 
lic approbation. 

As to my private letters, they never feem- 
ed to me to merit the trouble of being regis- 
tered. However, for fome years back, a 
ftudious young man (/>), and a lover of our 
language, has been tranferibing as an exer- 
cife, fuch as the Ihortnefs of the time on 
port- days would allow, and has already col- 
lefted a greater number than I wiljied ; but 

■ 

I am very certain that he will never abufe 
my confidence, by ungratefully violating the 
exprefs order which I have given him not to 
publifh them. And here, according to your 
requeft, you have a moft minute account of 
my profaic applications. 

Your fecond requeft, that I would pro- 
nounce between the merit of Ariosto and 
Tasso, is too difficult a tafk for the limits of 
my faculties. You know, Sir, with what 
tumults the Parnafius of Italy was agitated, 
when Godfrey firft attempted to difpute tha 

primacy with Orlando \ of which he had 

(p) This was the counfellor and keeper of the Imperial 
library, Signer Giufeppc Martinet^ elder brother to the 
above lady, 

X 3 juftly 
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juftly been fo long in pofleffion. You know 
alfo how the prefs groaned with the ufelefs 
labours of your Pellegrinis^ Ro/fis, Sahiatis^ 
and a hundred other champions on both 
fides. You likewife know that the pacific 
Orazio Ariqjlo y the defcendant of Lodovico> 
vainly endeavoured to reconcile the comba- 
tants, telling them that the poems of thefe 
two divine bards were of a fpecies fo differ- 
ent^ that they admitted of no parallel ; that 
T orquato had determined never to lay down 
the trumpet, and had in a marvellous man- 
ner, adhered to his refolution ; that Lodovi- 
co's defign was to delight his readers with a 
variety of ftyle, mixing in a plcafant manner 
with the heroic, the jocofe, and the feftive, 
and had wonderfully fucceeded., That the 
firft had demonftrated the magic power of 
art, the other the felicity of unreftrained 
nature ; that both had juftly acquired the 
applaufe and admiration of the public ; and 
that both had arrived at the fummit of poeti- 
cal glory, but by different roads, and with- 
out intentional rivalry. You cannot in 
fhort, be ignorant of the more brilliant than 
folid diftin&ion: that Tasso is the beft 
poet, but Ariosto the greateft. Now, 
knowing all this, how can you imagine, that 
i I fliould 
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I fliould venture to arrogate to myfelf, fuf- 
ficient ^authority to refolve this queftion, 
which after fo many obftinate literary con- 
flidls, (till remains undecided ? However, 
if it is not allowed me in fuch ftrifes to fit 
fro tribunal^ I may, at leaft, be permitted 
to relate, hiftorically, the effcfts, which I 
myfelf haye experienced in reading thefe 
great poets. When I firft began the ftudy 
of literature, I found the world divided into 
parties. That illuftrious Lycctum, into which 
I had the good fortune to be received, fol- 
lowed that of the Homer of Ferrara, and 
with that excels of fervor, which ufually ac- 
companies fuch contefts. In order to fecond 
my poetical inclination, my mafter recom- 
mended to me the perufal and imitation of 
Ariosto ; judging his free and natural ftylc 
to be more likely to feed and fertilize genius, 
than the fervile regularity (as they called it) 
of his rival. I was perfuaded by authority ; 
and the infinite merit of the writer, occu- 
pied me afterwards to fuch a degree, that 
not fatiated with feveral perufals, I was in- 
duced to learn a great part of Orlando by 
heart ; and woe to the bold man who dared 
aflert that Ariojlo could have a rival, or 
that he was not wholly immaculate ! I met 

x 4 wfcfc 
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with friends, however, who in order to feduce 
Hie, recited from time to time fome of the 
-fineft paffages of the Jerufalem delivered, and 
I found myfelf extremely affe&ed and de- 
lighted by them ; but faithful to my fe£i, J 
detefted this complacence, and regarded it 
as one of thofe finful inclinations to which 
corrupt humjin nature is prone, and which 
it is our duty to corre£t : and in this opinion, 
I palled all thofe years in which our judg- 
ment is the mere imitation of others. At 
length, arrived at that period in which we 
begin to combine our own ideas, and weigh- 
ing them in the fcales of juftice, yet more 
from fatiety and a defire of change, than 
hopes of pleafure and profit, I read Jerufa- 
lem delivered. It is now impoffible for me 
to defcribe the extraordinary revolution 
which this perufal occalioned in my mind. 
The fpeftacle, which I faw as in a pi&ure, 
jprefenting at one view a great and fingle 
a6tion, clearly propofed, condu&ed in a 
mafterly manner, and perfedtly completed ; 
the variety of events which produced and 
enriched it, without confufion; the magic 
of a ftyle that is always clear, fublime, and 
fonorous ; always ennobling the moft com r 
mon and humble obje&s ; the vigour pf the 

* Colouring 
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colouring with which the author compares 
and delcribes; the feducing evidence with 
which he narrates* and perfuades ; the truth 
and confidence of the characters, the con- 
nexion of ideas, the learning, judgment, 
and above all things, the Avonderfnl force of 
genius, which inftead of being exhaufted, 
as generally happens in labours of long con- 
tinuance, is marvelloufly encreafed to the 
laft verfe of the poem ; all thefe circum- 
fiances filled me with a new delight, a 
repe&ful admiration, a lively remorfe for 
my obftinate injuftice, and an inplacable 
anger againft thofe who imagined Ariojlo to 
be injured, merely by comparing him with 
Tajb. Not but that I ftill fee in him fome 
flight marks of human imperfe&ion, But 
who can be faid to be exempt from them ? 
Can his great predecelfor ? If Tajb fome- 
times difpleafes by too much labour and 
ftudy, Ariojlo as frequently offends by too 
little. If you would expunge from the one 
a few mean conceits, below the dignity of 
his own mind, you would as readily part 
with incidents in the other that are too pro- 
fligate and indecent for the public eye ; and 
jf we fhould wifh for lefs rhetoric in Godfrey , 
fche amourous tendernefs of Orlando would 

give 
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give us much more pleafure if it were more 
jiatural. Verum operi in longo fas eft obrepere 
fomnum : and it would be a malignant and 
pedantic vanity to point out with feverity the 
little fpots in two fuch bright luminaries, 
quas aut incuria fudit % aut bumana parum 
cavit natura. All this, you will fay, does 
not anfwer your queftion. You wifh to know 
exaftly, and clearly, to which of the two 
you ftiould affign the pre-eminence ? I have 
already, my dear Sir, refpe&fully declared 
my utter repugnance to fuch a daring deci- 
fion ; and in mere obedience, have difclofed 
to you with the utmoft fincerity, in my own 
way, the emotions which each of thefe di- 
vine poets has ocacfioned in my mind. If all 
this does not fuffice, take the following 
refult of a late examination of myfelf upon 
the fubjeft. If our good father Apollo, in 
oftentation of his power, were ever caprici- 
ouflv to refolve on making me a great poet, 
and commanded me openly to confefs, which 
of the two bards I moft wiftied to refemble, 
I fhould certainly hefitate in the choice ; yet, 
perhaps my native love of order, exactitude, 
and fyftem, )vould at length incline me to 
Tasso. 

To 
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To what a length has my prattle extend- 
cd ! But I (hall not load myfelf with your 
faults. You have drawn this on yourfelf, no 
lefs by your commands, and the love and 
efteem which I bear you, than by that eager* 
nefs which I ever have to converfe with you, 
and to which you have now fupplied me 
with fo fruitful a fubje6h This eflay, how- 
ever, ftiould not alarm you. My intention 
from the beginning, circumftanced as I am, 
necelfarily obliged me to fpeak with difcre- 
tion. Continue to gratify me with your 
affe&ion, and to believe me moft truly yours. 

Vienna, O&ober io, 1764. 



Chronology has hitherto determined the 
arrangement of Metaftafio's correfpondence ; 
but with the preceding difcuffionof the merits 
of the two great epic poets of Italy, the fol- 
lowing Letters feem to connefl, as branches 
of the fame river. They (hall therefore purfue 
their courfe, and leave fome previous letters 
behind, for future infertion. To know the 
principles upon which this charming writer 
built his fame, muft gratify the curiofity, 
even of thofe who perufe his works for mere 
Amufement ; but to others, who intereft 

themfelveg 
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tfaemfclves in the cultivation of the mufical 
drama, either as poets or compofers, "they 
may afford Inftru&ion. 

LETTER VI. 

TO THE CHEVALIER DE CHASTELLUX, 

AT LANDAU. 

You were not miftaken, Sir, when you 
imagined that the perufal of your [learned 
and philofophical little treatife, upon the 
union of mufic and poetry, would furprife 
me. This eflay is fufficient to manifeft 
the extent of your acute, exaft, and found 
judgment ; as well as the folid, unpedantic 
cultivation of your happy talents. There is 
no Italian, or at leaft none that is arrived at 
my knowledge, who has hitherto penetrated 
jn his meditations fo near the primary fource 
of that lively and delicate pleafure, which 
the fyftem of our mufical drama produces, 
and which it is capable of producing ftill 
more effetfually ( ? ). 

(?) Alcarqtti's Saggio dell* opera in Mufica^ Pla- 
k r lli, deWopera in Mufica, Arteaga Rivolutioni 
del Teatro Muftcale \ had not then appeared. 

The 
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The true, ingenious, and minute ana- 
lyfis which you have given of the Rhyth- 
tnus or vocal period in our airs ; the clear and 
mafterly manner in which you have de- 
fcribed the ncceflity of not loading or dif- , 
guifing the principal fubje£t of thefe, with 
unneceffary ornaments, availing yourfelf of 
the new- limile of the naked figure, of which 
the limbs ought to be difcoverable through 
all the pomp of drefs ; the tranfitions which 
you have defcribcd in palling from fimple 
recitative, to accompanied, by imitating the 
natural progrefs of the paffions ; theJfe, and 
other pafTages of your learned diflertation. 
(which I pais over in order to avoid tran- 
fcribing the whole Book) are luminaries not 
only valuable for their own fplendor, but ftill , 
more, for the immenfe territory which they 
difcover*to thofe'who know how to avail 
themfelves of them in more diftant voyages. 
I congratulate you fincerely on your fuccels; ' 
and from myfelf, as an Italian and an author, 
you are entitled to a double portion of thanks. 
Yet, extremely jealous of the partiality of fo 
enlightened a judge, as a poet, I fliould have, 
wiflied, that our poetry fhould not have had to 
envy the too great favour which you beftow 
©n your mufic ; as I am alarmed at finding you. 

regard 
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regard that as the principal objeSt of a drairia ; 
and attributing its advancement to the part- 
nerfhip between them being totally dijfolved. 
Believe me, moft refpe&ed Chevalier, when- 
ever mufic afpires at the pre-eminence over 
poetry in a drama, (he deftroys both that and 
herfelf. It would be too great an abfurdity 
for the cloaths to difpute the fuperiority 
with the perfon for whom they are made. 
I know by daily experience, that my own 
dramas are much more certain of fuccefs in 
Italy, when declaimed by comedians, than 
when fung by muficians (r). Now it is to 
be proved, whether the moft exquifite mufic 
of an opera, would fuccced if detached from 
the words. Airs which are ftiled bravura, 
of which you condemn the too frequent ufe, 
conftitute the whole force of our mufic, 

(r) When and where the dramas of our Author had 
been fo fuccefsfully declaimed, without Mufic, previous to 
this period, I know not; but in the year 1770, when I 
vifited the principal cities of Italy, in fearch of information 
on every thing that concerned Mufic and Theatres, I 
heard of no fuccefcful dramatic reprefentations, without 
Mufic. I make no doubt but that the aflertion of the good 
Metaftafio, was well founded ; but if his dramas had ever 
been better received in Italy, without Mufic than with, it 
rouft have been at a period previous to my arrival in that 
Country. 

which 
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which is trying to detach itfelf from poetry. 
In fuch airs, no attention is paid to charac- 
ter, fituation, feeling, fenfe or reafon; and 
merely oftentatious of its own power of imi- 
tating violins and nightingales, it has only 

i 

been able to communicate that pleafure which 
arifes from furprife ; and of acquiring the 
£upe applaufe which is juftly bellowed oil a 
tope-dancer, of a tumbler, who is able, by 
tricks and dexterity, to furpafs common 
expe&ation. Modern mufic, proud of fuch 
fuccefs, has daringly rebelled againft poetry ; 
and negle&ing true expreflion, and regard- 
ing all attention to words, as a downright 
flavery, has indulged herfelf, in fpite of 
common fenfe* in every kind of caprice and 
extravagance ; making the theatre no longer 
refound with any other applaufe, than that 
of thefe arte di bravura \ with the vain in- 
undation of which, (lie has haftened her own 
difgrace ; after having, by her mad rebellion^ 
firft occafloned that of the miferably lace- 
rated, disfigured, and ruined drama (j). 

Pleafures 

(x) If (I cannot help repeating) thirty years ago, Me- 
laftafio was tired and difgufted with the abufe of execution, 
commonly called bravura, in vocal Mufic, what would 
he fay now ? The evil has certainly had a moft rapid 

increafe 
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Pleafurcs which are unable to gratify the 
mind, or touch the heart, are of fhort dura- 
tion ; for though men corporally fiiffer them- 
(elves to be eafily captivated by unexpected 
mechanical fenfations, they do not for ever 
renounce their reafoning faculties. In fhort, 
this vicious tafte is at prefent indulged to 
fuch an intolerable excefs, that I fhall either 
foon confent that this fugitive fervant fhall 
be placed anew under a tutorefs, who can 
lb well embellifti her, or elfe, entirely fe- 
parating mufic from dramatic poetry, let 
poetry content herfelf with her own native 
melody, fuch as good poets never fail to 
furnifh ; and let the other be employed in 
tuning the various voices of a chorus, in re- 
gulating the harmony of a concert, or guid- 
ing the fleps of a dance, but without ever 
again putting on the bufkin. 

increafe fince this letter was written ; for now (carce any 
other excellence (as fome think it) is afpired at, but rapi- 
dity, and fplitting notes into halves. Indeed, the diatonic fcale 
is in danger of being as entirely loft, and its exiftence dis- 
puted (particularly in pieces for keyed-inftruments) as the 
Enharmonic genus of the ancient Greeks. Even time or 
RHYTHM, the To war of the Greeks, and all fenfe of re- 
gular and exact meafure, feem in equal danger from the 
exceflive ufe of the modern refinement called r all en. 

TAN DO. 

I fliould 
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I fhould hot foon be tired of reafoning 
With you, Sit, on this fubje6i ; but, my ne- 
ceflary avocations, rob me of all leifure for 
pleafiires of this kind ; therefore hoping, by 
my obedience^ to have merited in fome de- 
gree the continuance of that favourable pro- 
penfity with which you have hitherto ho- 
noured me, ulifolieited, 1 remain, deeply im- 
prefied frith gratitude and refpeft, Sir, &c. 

Vienna, July 15, 1765. 

■ * • 

LETTER VII. 

s TO THE SAME CHEVALIER, AT PARIS. 

If I had a few Olympiads lefs on my 
flioulders,. the ftrength, learning* eloquence, 
and grace, with which you have defended 
the caufe of mufic in your laft letter, would 
have induced me to abandon every other 
employment for the ftudy of that art. But 
in our time,! a man would not be regarded 
with great reverence, who had always a 
Lyre in his hand, as was. the cafe formerly 
in Greece, when it was deemed an orna- 
ment, not only to poets, but philofophers 
and king6. However, it is a great conlbla- 
tion to me, for my infufficiency, to perceive 

vol. 11. Y that 
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that we accord in fentiment : a circumftancc 
of which I am very ambitious, as the moft 
folid fupport of my opinions. We are, there- 
fore, perfeftly agreed in regarding mufic as an 
ingenious, admirable, delightful, enchantrefs; 
capable of producing wonders by herfelf, 
and, when accompanied by poetry* and 
willing to make a good ufe of her immenfe 
riches, able not only to awaken and exprefs 
her imitations, but to illuftrate and enforce 
every emotion of the human heart. 

But at the fame time, may we not agree 
to confefs, that, at prefent, the profeflbrs of 
this charming art, are guilty of enormous 
abufes ; making a fenfelefs ufe of their fe- 
ducing powers of execution, out of time and 
place : often imitating the fury of a tempeft, 
when they ought to exprefs the tranquillity 
of a calm, and the riotous joy of the BaccAa, 
inftead of the humble grief of the TroaJes, 
or Supplicants ft J. Hence, the bewildered 
audience, affe&cd at the fanie time by paf- 
fions in the rriufic, fo oppoflte to thofe of the 
poetry, which, inftead of aflifting, confound 
each other, can follow neither ; but is re- 

(t) Thefc are all Tragedies of Euripides: The 

Bacchanals^ the Trojan Dames, and the Suppli- 
cants. 

i . duced 
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duced to the more mechanical pleafure 
which arifes from harmonical proportions, 
. and the compafs and agility of a wonderful 
voice. - • 

I could forgive a compofer fuch an into* 
lerable abufe, if the refources of his art were 
few ; nor would the impatience for difplay- 
ing thofe few refources on all occafions be fo 
ftrange ; but, as there is no human paffion 
which cannot be feelingly exprefled, and 
marvelloufly embelliftied by this beautiful 
art, in ways innumerable, why fhould fuch 
wanton infults upon reafon be fufFered? 
Now you fee, Sir, that I am equally partial 
to mufic with yourfelf ; and however I may 
deteft the prefent dramatical mufic, I only 
mean to fpeak of our own modern artifts 
who disfigure it. ' » 

But a much more efficacious motive for 
confolation is afforded me, by the familiarity 
which your laft letter difcovers you to have 
had with the Greek Theatre. A familiarity 
that infures concord in our opinions. . 

You have before learnedly obferved, Sir, 
that the primitive fathers of Tragedy, in 
order to furnifh mufic with opportunities fcr 
difplaying its beauties, and to vary the ex- 
predion, fometimes changed in the mouths 
* , • \n Y 2 s . of 



Digitized by Google 



( 3 2 4 ) 

of the characters the ufual Iambics into Ana- 
pasfts, and trochees ; nor has it efcaped you 
that the perfonages themfclves fung alone, 
with each other, and in dialogue with 
the chorus, Strophes, Antijlrophes, and 
Epods; meafures which naturally require 
that fpecies of mufic which we now apply 
to air, and which you in a mafterly man- 
ner have called periodical : hence, by a ne- 
ceffary confequence, you will conclude, that 
in flattering the effeminate ears of the au- 
dience with Arietti, we have, doubtlefs, illui- 
trious ancient and ^reat authority, both for 
Air and Recitative, no Ids than the Romans 
for their Cantica, and Diver bia. Nor is the 
Greek appellation of Strophe a (light proof of 
the his;h defcent of airs: as both the learned 
and comnYon people, with us, call the va- 
rious metres of our Airs< and Canzom r by no 
other title. 

Imagine not, Sir, that your exhortations 
are forgotten. You wifh, that as there is a 
republic of letters, there fhould be a republic 
of arts ; and, confequently, that poetry, mufic, 
and the other fitters, fhould live amicably 
together, in perfeft independence. For my 
own part, to confefs the truth, I am no re- 
publican. I cannot give this form of govern- 
ment the preference, becaufe it boajls of having 

virtue 

ft 

lie 
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virtue only for its fupport. tt appears to toe, 
that all forms are fubjeSi to deJlruSlive in- 
firmities. I am feduced by the venerable ex- 
ample of fupreme paternal authority ; nor has 
the axiom, that the mojl ftmple and uncom- 
pounded machines are the mojl perfeSl and du- 
rable, ever been confuted, However, there i? 
no conceffion which I would not make, to 
coincide with your fentiments. 1 am there- 
fore ready, fince you will have it fo, to be- 
come a republican. But you know that the 
moft jealous of all republicans, the Romans, 
perfuaded of the advantage of authority 
united in one perfon, during times of diffi- 
culty, elected a Difhitor ; and that, when it 
was erroneoufly thought expedient to divide 
this abfolute authority between Fabius and 
JMinucius, they ran a great rilk of ruining 
the fbite. 

m 

The produftion of a drama, in which all 
the fine arts concur, is an extreme difficult 
enterprife. Thefe, as much as poffibie to 
fecure fuccefs, agree to ele6t a Di&ator. 
Does mufic afpire at this fupreme iri^giftra- 
ture ? Let it by all means be granted to her. 
But in that cafe, Ihe muft take upon herfelf 
the choice of the fubjefl; conduct of the 
fable, muft determine the number of per- 
fcnages to be introduced . the chara&ers, 
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and fituations, mull likewife imagine the 
decorations, and then invent her melodies; 
and laftly, appoint , poetry tq write verfes 
that fliall fuit all thefe defigns. Now, if 
mufic refufes to do this, on account of the 
numerous faculties necefl^ry to the perfec- 
tion of a drama, the only fcience which flie 
pofleffes being that of found, fhe leaves the 
dictatorfhip, to whom ever has them all; 
and in the imitation of Minucius, fhe will 
confefs herfelf unable at once to command 
and to obey. On the other hand, if poetry 
(hould only be allowed the title of occa* 
fional fervant, flic muft inevitably become a 
rebellious republican. . . y 

I know that there is in France, a theatre 
diftinguifhed by the name of Lyric, where, 
becaufe the dramas are fung, you imagine 
the fupremacy naturally belongs to mufic. 
But this circumftance never conftituted 
among the ancients a diftindi theatre. Of 
the fix neceffary conftituent parts of Tra«! 
gedy, that is, among thofe which are not 
merely occafional, but which are necefTary 
throughout a piece, fuch as, the fable, cha~ 
ratters, eloquence, Jpeecbes, and decorations, 
Ariftotle mentions, though in the l^ft place, 
music. 

• And 

* • 
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And in fa6l, it is difficult to fpeak to the 
public, and be clearly underftood, without 
elevatjing, enforcing and {villaining the voice* 
much more than in common fpeech. And 
this augmentation of voice, requires an art 
tq regulate its proportions ; otherwife (bunds 
would be produced that are ill modulated, 
difagreeable, and often ridiculous. This art 
is no other than that of Mufic, fo necefTary 
to thofe who addrefs themfelves to a diftant 
audience, that when the performers can pro- 
cure none from artifts deftined to compofe 
it, they are obliged to form a natural me- 
lody for themfelves, under the title of de- 
clamation. But ftill, if a real diftin&ion 
fliould be made between a mufical theatre, 
and a play-houfe, though both dramatic ; 
if to the former fliould be affigned the dif- 
tin6t attribute of Pindar, Horace, and their 
followers, the rights of mufic would not 
acquire greater weight. If in this Lyric 
theatre, an aftion is reprefented, if a fable 
Is interwoven and unravelled, if there are 
perfonages and chara&ers to be fupported, 
mufic is in the houfe of another, and cannot 
be called the miftrefs. 

But I am obliged, moft worthy Sir, to 
finifli ; which I fhould not have been able 

y 4 fo 
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fo loon to do : fuch is the profit and plcsu 
fure I feel in the free communication of 
piy thoughts, tp a perfon fo learned, reafon- 
able, and fo partial as you manifeft yourfelf 
towards me ; did not my indifpenfible duties 
call me to other labours. If ever they fhoul4 
allow me fufficiejit leifure to arrange my 
extra&s from the poetics of Ariftotle, which 
I have long been meditating, I (hall then 
communicate the various obfervatipns which 
I have made, for my own private ii>ftru£lion, 
upon all the Greek dramatifts, and thofe 
which the, experience of half a century, 
without the merit of any peculiar perfpica* 
pity, ought to have fuggefted to me. But 
on condition, that the fame thing fliall not 
« happen to this letter as to the firft whicfy 
I addreifed to you : I mean the being 
printed, without my confcnt (u). The 
opinion which I oppofe to the reigning 
tafte, however juft and unanfwerable, will 
never be admitted without contention ; and 
to contend, my dear Chevalier, is a bufinefij 
to which I am not inclined by temperament, 

■ 

(u) Metaftatio ? s former letter in reply to the Chevalier 
fie Chaftellux, was firft printed in the Qazette liter air *, at 
Paris, and afterwards publifhed in the Dutch Edit, of that 
Periodical Work, 

qualified 
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qualified by pra£Hce, fitted by fituation, or a 
willingncfs to beftow upon it that leifure for 
which I have fb great occafion. It is a bufi- 
nefs in which you muft have obferyed, that 
{he mod clamorous diiputes, and moft learned ' 
abfurdities, pafs forreafon; aud is, in (hort,a . 
trade which ufually degenerates into abufe, 
and which either requires too much forbear- 
ance to fufFer, or too much fcurrility to return. 
I know not how to quit you ? but my augufl 
and venerated Sovereign, from excefs of 
clemency, not being yet tired of my nug& 
canora, fends me haftily to Parnalfus, and I 
muft relinquifh every thing elfe to obey her: 
thus in defpite pf Horace, who (bouts ia 
piy ear ; 

Solve fenefcentem mature fanus etjuum y nt 
Peccet ad extremum ridendus, el ilia ducat f 

J^oofc from the rapid Car your aged harfe, 

Left in the race derided, left behind, 

He drag his jaded limbs ? and burft his wind 

FRANCIS. 

I am, with due refpeft, &c. 

Vienna, January 14, 1766. 



The two preceding letters to the Chevalier 
4e C/jaJlellux leem to require a commentary, 
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as they relate to a mufical controverfy, not 
generally known in England. 

The Chevalier de Chaftellux, was an 
officer in the French guards, when he pub- 
lifted his ingenious EJJay on the union of poetry 
and mufic fwj. He was afterwards advanced 
to the rank of Brigadier-general, and lerved 
with great zeal and activity on the fide of 
the Americans, in the late war. Previous to 
which, he had diftinguiflied himfelf fo much 
in literature, and taftc in the fine arts, that, 
in 1775, he was received into the French 
Academy. 

His Ejay, of which he had fent a copy 
to Metaftafio, was the confequence of a 
voyage into Italy, where he feems to have 
adopted an exclufive tafte for the dramatic 
mufic of that country, as Rouffeau had done 
before. Indeed, he adopted fome of Rouf- 
ieau's ideas upon mufic; but, in general, <he 
thinks for himfelf, both deeply and origin- 
ally. By his refle&ions on the mufical drama, 
he not only offended the muficians of France, 
but the Lyric poets of every country : not 
(erupting to alfert, that in an Opera "Mujk" 
which ought to be the principal confideration y 
had been too long a Have to fyllables; for 

(w) EJJaifur r union de la Poefie et de la Mufique. 
a la Hay, 1765. 

fince 
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fuice the cultivation of the Melc-drama, it was 
found that mufic load . its own language; its 
tropes, metaphors, colouring, movements, 
paffions, and exprefiion of fentiment. 

This little tra& gave birth to a long con- 
trovert an France, in which the author was 
abetted by the Abbe Arnaud, the late M. 
D' A/ember t, the- Abbe Morelkt, and M. Mar- 
montel. His chi^f ^ntagonift was the author 
of, a Treatife on the, Me/p-r Drama;- who, 
loving poetry better than mufic, wiflaed to 
reduce the opera to a mere recitative or 
muncal, declamation. During the fiijbjfe- 
quent feuds between the Gluckijis and ^/V- 
cinifis, the opponents of the Chevalier de 
Chaftellux -enlifted with, the former, and his 
friends with the latter of theft fe£is. 

The Eflay in queftion, is certainly humi- 
liating to Lyric poets ; but will only feem 
unreafonabky perhaps to them and to thofe 
who prefer declamation to finging. To 
others, the author will appear poffefled of 
gpod tafte, and found reafoning. Indeed he 
was the firft French writer, after Roulfeau, 
who faw the merit of Metaftafio, and had a 
true idea of Italian mufic, and Lyric poetry. 
M. de Chajlellux, witticd that poets fhould 
become muficians, and muficians poets. It 

is 
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is not every man of wit and rhyme, who 
can write a fong fit for any other mufic than 
that of a ballad. An air to be fimple, cha- ; 
ra&eriftic, and impreffive, fhould have word? 
to exprefs, that illuftrate one fingle idea, 
whether forrowful, gay, folemn, orfportive. 
The verfe fhould not be more regularly mea- 
fured, or lines ending with the fame rhymes 
more Correfpondent, than the air fhould be 
phrafed and fymmetric, except in violent 
agitation, or moments of frantic paflion. 

What Metaftafio fays of bravura, or airs 
of mere execution, is moft true. Thefe, and 
high notes, have of late, however, beeu 
made fo common, ** that they ceafe even to 
furprife, all they ever could do." Yet, how- 
ever Metaftafio wifhed to Amplify dramatic 
mufic, it was not his intention, like French 
reformers, to ftrip it of all ornament. Intro- 
duftory fymphonies, impaffioned divifions, 
and even g, cadence, now and then, by a great 
finger, in the ftyle of the fong he has been 
finging, and as a fupplement to the melody, 
or rather an ejfence of the compofition cok 
le&ed into a narrow compafs, he di$ no| 
difapprove. 

In his remarks on the poetics of Arifto- 
tie fx J, where it appears that the ancient 

{*) To XVI. p. 40, Edit, of Venice, 1783. 

4 dramas, 
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dramas, like modern operas, were entirely 
lung, he has honoured mufic with a ftrong 
and elegant eulogy. a Who can doubt," lays 
he, " of the power of mufic over the human 
mind ? Who has not obferved its effe&s on 
himfelf and others ? Who needs be told, that 
our violent paffion for this art, has connected 
it with all human a&ions ? In the facred 
iervice of the temple, in feftive meetings, 
funeral pomp, and even in military fury, 
mufic has a confiderable fliare (y). Its power 
is felt by the moft rude and lavage people ; 
the moft tender and helplefs infants attend 
to it in the cradle, and ceafe their com- 
plaints ; the felon in the dungeon, and even 
the flave in chains, when labouring at 
the oar, feeks for folace, and finds it in 
fong." 

Crura finant ferro, fid canit inter opus. 

TiBULLUS* 

Nor can compulfive labour check his ftrains, 
Or the harfh rattle of his galling chains. 

Our Bard, indeed, does not reafon quite 
fairly, when, in order to prove the fuperi- 
#rity of poetry to mufic, he fays, that his own 

(j) A coincidence of opinion, in fpeaking of tfte many 
different purpofes to which mufic is applied, luckily hap- 
pened in the Preface to The Prefint State of Mufic in Fr. 
and Itafyylong before the Bard's Sentiments on the fubje& 
could be known by the Author. 

dramas 
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dramas are well received in Italy when de- 
claimed without music ; but that the moft 
cxquifite mufic which has been fet to them 
would not be equally favoured without the 
poetry. A kind of mufic of which the great- 
eft part is recitative, would never have been 
compofed, if words had been out of the 
queftion ; but, a Concert of mere injlrumental 
mufic, confifting of Solos, Duets, Trios, 
Quartetts, and full pieces, well compofed, 
and exquifitly performed, have often afford- 
ed great delight to an audience, without the 
affiftance of words to explain their meaning. 
But when there is finging in a concert, who 
attends to the poetry ? Or what is there 
to excite attention, except the unconne6l- 
ed words of a fmgle air, or the fragment of 
an opera fcene, generally in an unknown 
tongue ? If bad mufic fpoils a good drama, 
good compofition- and performance, have 
faved many a one that is ill written. With 
refpeft to the controverfy between the Cbev. 
de ChaJlelluXy and his antagonift, the author 
of the Traite du melo-drame, I will not ven- 
ture to pronounce, that either of thefe dif- 
putants is perfectly right ; or that each may 
not fometimes truly fay: " Brother, brother, 
we are both in the wrong." But I will 

frankly 
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frankly confefs, that I have received great 
pleaiure, though of different kinds, from the 
operas of Metaftafio, on the old model, by 
Jomelli, Piccini, Sacchini, Sarti and Paefiello, 
and from thofe of Gluck on the new. The 
brilliant and beautiful parts of the mufic and 
finging in the one, have rendered me as cha- 
ritable as inattentive to the reft; while the 
general and continued intereft of the other 
made me forget the beauties of introduc- 
tory fymphonies, the dexterity of difficult 
divifions, and the genius, art, and extempore 
powers of long clofes. 

And yet, perhaps, an interrefting drama 
well fet by a compofer, who refpe&s the 
poetry, without facrificing his own art and 
the performers, if fingers of the firft clafs, 
with whom the French are but little ac- 
quainted, would be a more perfe6t exhibi- 
tion, than it is poffible ever to render an 
opera, by adhering ftriclly either to the Pic- 
cinifts or Gluckijis. 

We fhall now return to Metaftafio's cor- 
refpondence with his friend Filipponi, which 
furnifhes us with fome particulars relative 

■ 

to his poetical employments, and the hiftory 
of his court at this period, which we have not 
found elfewhere. 

LET- 
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• LETTER VIll, 

TO SIGNOR FILIPPONI. 

• 

I have been long tormented, my deaf 
friend, by remorie for the fin of omiflion to- 
wards you. It has run in my head, that one 
of your letters, which arrived during my late 
voyages to Parnaflus, between which not a 
moment was allowed me to breathe, had 
been left unaniwered* Of thefe voyages, 
and the hafte with which I travelled, I ftiall 
give no account, left the remembrance of 
them (hould renew my fufferings. But in 
examining all the letters which I was ne- 
ceflitated to leave unanfwered, I am unable 
to find yours; and as I am likewife unable 
to account for its lo&, I begin to fufpeft that 
there was no foundation for my remoffe ; 
but if there had been, I believe there would 
be no occaiion for excules to you, who having 
known me teneris unguiculis^ can read my 
heart, and will therefore never fo far injure 
it, as to think me capable of any diminution 
in a friendfhip built on fo folid a foundation. 
You are no ftranger in Parnaflus, and knowf 

how 
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how much our ideas are abforbed during 
hafty journeys thither, taken at the pleafure 
of others ; particularly thofe of a man who 
has already dirtied, with his nugce canora^ - 
more than ten volumes. Not having it in 
my power to write to you, I have at leaft had 
the pleafure to confign to the care of the 
eldeft fon of our good Count Canale, at In- 
fpruch, where I then was, a copy of my new 
drama (#), to be trufted to the care of fome - 
peffoil, in the fuit of the Duke of Chablais. 
I could not fo eafily have forwarded it from 
Vienna, unlefs by the poft, the expence of 
which being here not very difcreet, perhaps 
lefs fb at Turin, would have far exceeded the 
intrinfic value of the gift. I have no doubt 
but that the Chevalier has feconded my 
wiflies ; particularly as I have not neglected 
to requeft the Countcfs Louifa, his fitter, to 
remind him of my commiffion. Comfort 1 
me with good news of your health, and of 
that of the obliging Prie/iefs, whom I always 
modeftly embrace, as well ^s yourfelf. 

P. S. I open my letter, which was fealed 
yefterday, before I had received the unex- 

(z) This was romoLo, fet by Hajfe, and performed be- 
fore their Imperial Majefties at Infpruch, on occafion of 
the Nuptials of the Archduke Leopold, (the late Em- 
peror,) with the Infanta Maria Louisa of Bourbon, 
vol. ii. z peeled 



Digitized by Google 



( 333 )' . . 

♦ 

pe&ed tidings of the irreparable lofs wfiic'fi 
we have fuftained, by the death of our Em- 
peror and father, Francis the Firft ; oh, my 
dear friend, it is impoflible for- you to 
imagine, how truly he merited our affe&ion, 
and what will be the public dcfolation! Think 
of it, and pity us ! 

Vienna, Auguft 22, 1765- 

This prince, who was in England, and 
vifited Sir Robert Walpole, at Houghton, 
in 1734, where the fumptuou9 embroidered 
velvet-bed that was put tip on the occafion* 
is ftill called the Lorrain*bed % was born in 
1 708, and married to the Arch-dutchefs 
Maria There/a, afterwards the Emprefs-queen, 
in 1736, four years before the death of the 
Emperor Charles VI. after which he dis- 
puted the Imperial crown with Charles VII, 
which, however, he did not acquire till 
1745, upon the deceafe of his competitor. 
The horrors of war, at this time, defolated 
all Europe ; and though the peace of Aix- 
la-Chapelle in 1747, rellored tranquillity to 
the empire ; vet a new war broke out in 
1756, which was not terminated till 1763, 
by the treaty of Hubufburg, in Saxony. The 

Emperor 
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Emperor Francis, availed himfelf of the 
happy leifure which this peace afforded him> 
to regulate his finances, and encourage com- 
merce, fciences, and arts, in all his domi- 
nions. He died fuddenly at Infprucb, re- 
gretted by his family and fubje&s, as one of 
the beft princes that had ever governed the 
Empire. Humanity, fay hiftorians, which 
was -his principal charafleriftic, did not 
dimiriifh his valour, in his confli6ts with 
the enemies of the country over which he 
reigned ; and, in the wars of Hungary and 
Bohemia, he frequently fignalized himfelf 
by his bravery. If, like the Egyptian kings, 
this prince had been tried by his fubje6ts 
after his deceafe, from what I was able to 
difcover of their fentiments feveii years after, 
he would have been honourably acquitted 
of the crimes ufually afcribed to Monarchs, 
when death has robbed them of power, 
fplendor, and felf-defence. 

LETTER IX* 

TO SIG. FILIPPONT. 

1 never doubted, my dear friend, of your 
difcretiom You have too long been an in- 
habitant of my heart, to be ignorant of any 

Z 2 Of 
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* df its moft inward recefles ; and none but art 
utter ftranger to it could attribute the long 
filence for which I juftified myfelf in my laft 
letter, to indifference. Nothing is more 
true, than that lince the firft nuptials of our 
prefent Emperor, I have been fcrambling in 
Parnaflus, for what, after the many vifits I 
have made there, I did not dare to promife 
myfelf would be tolerated by the public ; fo 
that the favourable reception of my Romoh 
ed Erfilia, comforted me beyond all expe&a- 
tion. i Your approbation always pleafes me, 
and I am grateful for it ; but fo friendly a 
judge ftill leaves doubts of the merits of my 
labours. I am far more anxious (begging 
your pardon) concerning the favour of the 
nymphs of the Dora faJ 9 o( which, according 
to your afTertion, I have reafon to be proud* 
Thefe, unluckily, cannot, like you, be fe- 
duced by perlbnal partiality for the author, 
and where tendernefs and afFedtion are iu 
queftion, are prafHcal judges, much more 
competent than Ariftotle and Plato. I have 
fome inedited compofitions, but am not yet 
allowed to commit them to your royal prels, 
as they are written for the Arch-dutchefles ; 

• 

{a) A river that empties itfelf in the Fo, near Turin. 

and 
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and have not yet been produced, nor heaven 
knows, confidering the melancholy circum- 
ftances of our court, whether they will ever 
be produced. I have like wife to inform you, 
that I have been obliged to write a long 
Serenata for the nuptials of the Prince of 
Afturias. The performance of which is 
likewife deferred at Madrid, on account of 
the double mourning, till the end of the 
prefent year. You have an Infanta there ; fo 
that by means of fome friend at that court, 
you may procure an early copy for the ioth 
volume, whenever it is printed and pub- 
lifhed. The title of the piece is, La pace 
fra le tre Dee (bj. 

Vienna, O&ober 10, 1765. 

L E T T E R X. 

TO THE SAME. 

Your moft welcome letter of the 12th 
of laft April, found me at the inftant of my 

(b) Written for the nuptials of their royal highncfles 
D. Carlos of Bourbon, Prince of Afturias, (the pre- 
fent King of Spain) and the Princefs Louifa «f Parma, in 
1765. 

z 3 " return 
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return from a fecond excurfion to ParnafTus, 
made by a fovereign command, after that 
1 which I informed you, I had already made 
for the Iberian nuptials. You fee plainly, 
that being obliged to take this journey pfter fb 
many preceding expeditions lately, to the 
fame place, without having time allowed to 
breathe, entitles me to fome indulgence for 
involuntary negleft of friends. My Serenata 
for the court of Madrid, arrived at the place 
of its defoliation, by means of the Spanifli 
AmbafTador. It was received very gra- 
cioufly, and applauded much more than it 
deferved. You will find by the public newf- 
papers, which only fpeak the truth, that I 
received from the hands of the fame amba£- 
fador, a prefent from his court of five large 
vafes of exquifite fnufF : four of filver, and 
one of gold, ornamented with the royal 
arms, elegantly engraved upon the cover. 

Now this Serenata, (unlefs privately, of 
which I am utterly ignorant) has never yet 

* 

been performed. The reafon for this I am 
unable to divine : perhaps the dire&or not 
having engaged fingers in time, as the Duke 
of Medina Celt had done, in Italy, it will be 
unprovided of performers, when wanted ; 
and, in faft, the D. of Medina Celi had given 

commiffion 
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commiflion to Farinelli, at Bologna, to feek, 
engage, dire6t, and fend fingers male and 
female into Spain, before I was defired to 
write the Serenata ; and I have never heard . 
that any fuch commillion was given in Italy 
by the court. Hence, being ignorant for 
whom I was to draw the characters in my 
drama, 4 and as I was not fufficiently anxious 
to make much enquiry, in order to adapt 
the parts to their particular talents, I have 
been obliged to write at random, and in an 
incredible hurry. But whatever may have 
been the occafion of this piece not having 
been performed, (which I have no inclina- 
tion to inveftigate) as it is not yet publifhed 
at Madrid, it does not feem decent that any 
printer fhould be furnifhed with a copy of it 
by me, though it feems to be one of my pro- 
ductions for which I have the leaft occafioa 
to be afliamed. The beft part of the ftory ' 
is, that befides this, there are four other of 
my compofitions which, for various reafons, 
cannot yet fee the light ; fo that imitating 
my own patience, your royal prefs muft re- 
main quiet for fome time ; and even when 
fet to work again, it muft not expeft from 
me a preface to the additions I fhall furnifh ; 
as I am wholly ignorant what to fay in it, 

z 4 unlefs 
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unlefs, like many other authors, I were, in 
th e printer's name, to fluff it with my own 
praifes, 

Vienna, May I, 1766. 



LETTER XI. 

TO THE SAME. 

The exadtnefs with which the prefs has 
been corrected, as far as types are con-r 
cerned, refembles Alcina's nofe, in which 
non trova finvidia, ove Femende, " Envy her-* 
felf could find no fault and it is an incon- 
teftible proof of the affe6Honate zeal and 
diligence of the clear and friendly revifor to 
whom, with a hundred tender embraces, 
I render all due thanks. I am not furprifed 
that this compofition, being mine, has 
pleafed you ; but what could I write which 
would not be favoured with the approbation 
of fo partial a judge to me, as my mod 
conftant Sig. Filipponi has always been? 
But even your miftakes give me comfort, as 
proofs of that affedtion which occalions them. 
I depend on the eloquence of my good Court 
Canale to difplay the fincere gratitude and 

refpeft 
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refpeft which I feel for the worthy Cheva~ 
lier Raiberti, who has fo obligingly offered 
to attend the prefs of the projedted elegant 
edition of my works ; but if you have aft 
opportunity, I beg of you to prefent my 
thanks without the fear of overdoing it ; as 
they pan never be fo often repeated as I 
Could wifli. 

Signor — wrote to me long lince, a fine 
letter in blank verfe, from which both my- 
felf and friends formed a very favourable 
opinion of his talents and learning ; but the 
drama, my dear friend, is a literary pro- 
vince fo perilous, that few get through it 
with whole bones. The continual expedi- 
tion of encomiums under the name of cor- 
rections and opinions, throw me frequently 
into the difagreeable neceffity of betraying 
either truth and my friend; or of wounding 
his mind with a fmcerity, that can never be 
rendered tolerable by the moft guarded and 
delicate expreffions which language can fur- 
nifli. If, with the affiftance of the Cheva- 
lier Raibertiy you could difluade Signor 

from involving me in fuch difficulties, I 
fhould be eternally obliged to you ; but for 
heaven's fdke do it in fuch a manner as not 
to difcover to him my repugnance ; other- 

' wife 
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wife the new inconvenience would be worfe 
than that which I am trying to avoid. 

I fhould add many things concerning all 
your amiable family, but neither my time 
nor paper will allow it. Therefore, I muft 
embrace you all in folidnm. 

Vienna, July 20, 1766. 



L E T T t R XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I interest myfelf fo much the more, 
my dear friend, in the rheumatic furFerings 
which you fo feelingly defcribe in your let- 
ter, as I am frequently ftruggling with the 
fame malady myfelf, and therefore know all 
the graces and allurements of fuch com- 
panions. I comfort myfelf in finding that, 
for the prefent, you have valiantly fubdued 
them ; but hope you will not acquire a tafte 
for fuch bad company. 

If the courageous Sig. Rabj determines to 
undertake a new imprelfion of my works, 
with the projected magnificence, I (hall pray 
to Mercury for his fuccefs, and give him 
every affiftance in my power, at fo great a 

diftance. 
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diftance. If he is only in want of materials 
for a tenth volume, the inclofed memoran- 
dums will convince you, that there are more 
than fufficient for that purpoie ; which I 
fhall tranfmit as foon as 'I am able, cor- 
rected and polifhed for his ufe. 

It is neceflary, in the mean time, to give, 
you two pieces of advice : the firft is, that 
this new volume, which at prefent we call 
the tenth, ought, in the edition under 
meditation, to be the ninth, and that which 
in the former edition, wa the ninth, the 
tenth j in order that thole pieces which I pro- 
duced in my early youth, with the table of 
contents and index of the airs, may ftill be in 
the laft volume. 

The lccond thing which I have to inform 
you, is, that iince the fumptuous and public 
prefent that was made me from Spain, for 
the Serenata, entitled La pace fra k tre Dee, 
written for the nuptials of #the Prince of 
Afturias, I have never had the leaft inform- 
ation concerning that production. I cannot 
therefore, in delicacy and propriety, fend it 
to the prefs, before I am certain that it has 
been printed at Madrid ; and the fame deli- 
cacy forbids my making any enquiry about 
it. 

The 
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The drama with which I was threatened, 
is not yet arrived ; may Apollo, in his 
mercy, preferve me from iuch a misfortune ! 
Adieu. 

Vienna, O&ober 6, 1766, 



LETTER XIII, 

TO THE SAME. 

The proteft in your laft letter, againlT: the 
perfecution of tirefome compliments of the 
feafon, was only made politically, in order to 
deprecate my vengeance, and prevent me 
from fending you a furious philippic on the 
» occafion, for a practice fo inconvenient to 
fociety, and fo unnecefTary among true 
friends. You have been fo long in pofleflion 
of my heart, that the almoft immemorable 
prefcription would refift a fiery furnace, and 
you would think unjuftly of yourfelf and of 
me, if you ftiould imagine fuch miferable 
ceremonies necefTary for the prefervation of 
our friendfliip, as are now juflly regarded 
among the moft teizing evils of civil fociety. 

If it is not too late, let me beg of you to 
fuggeft to the perfon employed to procure a 

copy 
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Copy of my ferenata, La pace fra le tre X)ee 
at Madrid, to addrefs himfelf particularly 
to the firft major-domo of the Prince of 
Afturias ; at whofe houfe I am told it has 
been performed ; as his Catholic majefty 
will fufFer no mufic in his palace (r). This 
information may not be true ; but the hint 
can do no harm, if falfe, or fuperabundant. 
Believe me ever yours, with all my ancient 
affeftionate and conftant friendfliip. 

Vienna, January 15, 1767. 

LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

The intereft which you take in my folici- 
tude concerning the fafe arrival of my dear 
Count Canale, is a proof of your kind and 
good' heart ; and I am extremely grateful 
for the information with which you have 
favoured me on that fubjeft. Take, my 
delightful friend, the further trouble of 
informing him of my afFe&ion and reve- 

• 

(c) This was the late King of Spain, Charles III. who 
on his acceflion to the crown, drove the modeft and in- 
©xious Farinelli from Madrid. 

rence ; 
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rehcc ; and do not forget to tell him, that otlf 
crippled triumvirate bitterly feels his ab- 
fence {d). 

Vienna, September 28, 1767*- 



We fhall now rcfume the correfpondence 
with Farinelli, for whom the affe6rion of 
Metaftafio feems to have been fincere and 
conftant. And from the time of his lofing 
his royal Patrons in Spain, together with 
his fplendid fituation at that court, the poet 
appears to have interefted himfelf very much 
in tranquillizing his mind, and reconciling 
him to his more humble fituation. 

1 

4 

LETTER XV. 

0 

TO FARINELLI* 

The harmonical caravan is on the point 
of departing for Infpruch. Think, my dear 
Gemello, what my poor hypochondriac head 
muft fuffer. In fpite of all this tumult, I 
cannot help loading the worthy Signor Bec- 
chetti with fome bales of embraces, faluta- 

(d) This ,triumvirate confifted, when entire, of Count 
Canale^ Baron Hagen % and the Imperial Laureat. 
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tibtts, and affeftionate expreffions of kind- 
nefs, to be carefully configned to my ami- 
able Gemello ; congratulating him on the 
amendment of his fpirits, which I have dis- 
covered by a chearful letter that he has 
written to Signor Becchetti, whofe company 
I have not been able to enjoy fo much as I 
wifhed, on account of my conftant occupa- 
tions. I faw pafs through this city, like 
lightning, our old Petrillo, with his young 
wife, and admire the fcion graft : fhe has not 
however had time to attempt the cure of the 
eloquent fluxion to which he isfubjedh But, 
my dear Gemello, thefe are incurable in- 
firmities. They depend on theftruchire of the 
machine, which can only be correded by the 
great author who has made it. Adieu, con- 
tinue to tranquillize yourfelf, and to love as 
you have hitherto done, your Metaftafio. 

Vienna, May 31, 1765. 



LETTER XVI. 

■ 

TO THE SAME. 

I am extremely obliged to our dear Bee* 
cbetti for his great punfluality in delivering 
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to you the embraces, falutations, and tendef 
expreffions with which I loaded him, on 
your account, when he quitted this court* 
I beg you will tell him how grateful I feel, 
and return him my beft thanks for his com* 
placency and kindnefs. 

You know, my dear Gemello, that I am 
a kind of duck, that remains in the water 
without being wet. During almoft thirty-fix 
years refidence in a court, 1 have never been 
able to acquire either the myfterious air, or 
pompous exterior, which generally reigns 
there, or that learned diffimulation which 
borders on fraud. Permit me therefore, 
with the fincerity and franknefs of a friend, 
hiftorically to open to you my whole heart. 

From the time in which I was immerfed 
in the nuptial feftivals of our king of the 
Romans, there began to be propagated a 
rumour, that you were to go to Madrid to 
conduct the entertainments to be given in 
celebration of the marriage of the Prince of 
Afturias. This rumour encreafed by little 

« 

and little, to fuch a degree, that it was 
believed by the court, city, and public in 
general. I, who had received a letter from 
you without the leaft hint at fuch a journey, 
was the only perfbn who refufed to give 

credit 
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Credit to this report. And to the many 
queftions that were afked me on the occa- 
fion, as your acknowledged Gemello, I con- 
ftantly and truly anfvvered : that you had 
never given me the leajl information of any fuch 
defign : and that, therefore, I gave no kind of 
credit to any fuch rumour. Our riotous fefti- 
vals were but juft finilhed, when tired, out 
of breath, and rendering thanks to father 
Apollo, that the time was now come -when 
I fhould be allowed leifure to breathe, comes 
the Spanifh Ambaflador to whifper in my 
ear the wilh of his court, to have a Serenata 
for the nuptials of the Prince of Afturias. 
You may well imagine my fituation. I faid 
that though I was already prepared for the 
opera at Infpruch, I was by no means cer- 
tain that I fhould not receive fome new 
command from my auguft Patronefs. The 
Ambaflador replied, that he had already 
fpoken to my fovereign. I then, certain 
that an abfolute command would rob me of 
the merit of a voluntary compliance, bowed 
the head to the decree of fate, with very 
little expe&ation that, in my tired and 
cxhaufted ftate, I lhould be able to perform 
the talk which was unexpe&edly obtruded 
vol. ii. A a upon 
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upon me, in a manner worthy of the honour 
intended me by the court of Spain. 

And here I muft confefs to you, that in 
refle&ing on the rumour which had been 
fpread concerning your journey, I did not 
firmly believe, but at leaft violently fufpe&cd, 
that you were the innocent caufe of all my 
prefent embarraffment. In fhort, to com- 
plete the bufinefs, my excufe to the Spanifh 
AmbafTador became prophetic. My pa- 
tronefs commanded another little drama to 
be performed by the ArchdutcheffcS, at the 
return of the court from Infpruch. What 
could I do in this dilemma? After maturely 
weighing circumftances, I found that I had 
nothing elfe for it, but to invoke the mufes, 
{hut my eyes, and patiently wait for their 
affiftance. In the firft place, I executed the 
commands I had received, as was my duty ; 
. and then went to work for Spain, and de- 
livered to the ambaflador the Serenata re- 
quired, a month before the time allowed me 
was expired. 

•; While I was balancing with myfelf whe- 
ther I fhould complain to you of the trick 
which \ fiifpe&ed you had played me, there 
comes a letter from our friend Hubner, at 

*• - : Madrid, 
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Madrid, to aflure me, that you were expe£tad 
there, and that he was impatient to fee and 
pay his refpe&s again to his benefa&or. Now 
my fufpicions became evident truths; and my 
Gemello was the fubjeftof my complaints and 
grumbling, for the myftery with which he 
had a&ed, and the fcrape into which I firmly 
believed his partiality had led me. 

But the melancholy ftory does not end 
here. The Spanifh ambaflador a little while 
ago, juft before his departure for Inlpruch, 
honoured me with a vifit, in perfon, and 
read me a long and polite letter of thanks 
from the Marquis Squillaci, wbofe name till 
this moment, no one had ever mentioned; and 
the day before yefterday I received your let- 
ter of the 5th inft. in which you fpeak of this 
affair like a man juft arrived in Europe' from 
the country of the great Mogul oi Japan. 
In the midft df fuch a ftrange confufion of 
myftery, information, and conje&ure, I have 
been unable to fettle my creed, nor am I in- 
deed, impatient to do it. It is a fufficient 
fatisfa&iori to my mind, that I have not con- 
cealed from my friend the leaft thought, 
word, or deed, concerning this rather humi- 
liating tranfaftion. 

A a 2 By 
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By the infinite eftecm, which I have long 
felt for Count Savio/i, the favourite of the 
Mufes, I have always done myfelf more ho- 
nour than him. I beg of you to reprefent to 
him my lively fenfe of his partiality : and 
take care not to confide to him all my infuf- 
' ficiency, left it fhould too much diminifh the 
value of that friendfhip and regard, which 
through your means, I venture to offer him. 

If I had leifure to lengthen my letter, or 
rather babble, it might perhaps divert your 
attention from your own evils; but I am 
juft on the point of beginning my daily at- 
tendance at Schombrun, in fpite of the 
dog-days, till the return of the court, in or- 
der to be prefent at the rehearfals of our 
illuftrious performers, who do me the ho- 
nour to think my prefence necefTary; you 
will therefore guefs that I am not likely to 
be contaminated by the father of all vices- 
Adieu. Continue your afFe&ion for me, and 
believe me always with the moft invincible 
obflinacy, yours, 

Vienna, July X% 1765. 



LET- 
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, LETTER XVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

• 

After due thanks for the affe&ionate and 
candid return of confidence, which you have 
been pleafed to render me in your very dear 
letter of the 30th of laft July ; I have no 
.other to participate with you concerning my 
Southern compofition, or Weftera, as you 
pleafe, than that I have not heard a Syllable 
on the fubjed, fmce the thanks (of which I told 
you) that were delivered to me by the Spanifh 
ambaflador,, before his departure for Infpruch, 
in the name of the Marquis Squillaci ; lb that 
your information, at leaft for the prefent, is 
not exaft, as to the circumftances which re- 
fped myfelf in this bufinefs. 

If my commiffion has been executed, of 
which I have no reafon to doubt, you will * ' 
have received, by this time, my new drama 
of Romolo ed Erfilia. J believe I have al- 
ready told you, that 1 took care to fend you a 
copy from Infpruch, the moment it ceafed to 
be contraband ; a thing which I could not 
frave done fo foon, had I been far from the 

A a 3 . court, 
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court, and confequently from the field of 
battle. I know that you will receive with 
tendcrnefs this new little nephew : particu- 
larly as my eagernefs to fend him will con- 
vince you how conftantly I bear you in my 
thoughts. Indeed you occupied them con- 
ftantly when I heard the unexpe&ed news 
of the unhappy death of the Duke of Parma; 
at which time, the firft thing that prefented 
itfelf to my mind, was your affii&ion, with 
which my own was finccrely mingled. But 
you have a ftock of prudence, religion, and 
long and enlightened experience, fufficient 
to prevent misfortune from taking you by 
furprife ; fothat you will find in Yourfelf, the 
moft efficacious confolation in fuch difficult 
circumftances. 

Adieu, my dear Gemello. Remind Count 
Savioli, whenever you have an opportunity, 
of my refpe&ful efteem ; take care of your- 
felf, and believe me yours to the end. of 
time. 

Vienna, Auguft 19, 1765. 



L E T- 
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L E t T E R XVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I recognized all the amiable qualities of 
my dear Gemello, in the confolation which 
your affedtionate letter of the 26th of Auguft 
afforded me. The tender part which you 
take in my juft affli&ion, affures me of the 
place which I hold in your mind. And this - 
certainly convinces me, that all our wretched 
life is not made up of bitternefs. Your 
commiferation is the more dear to me, as 
you know better than any one, by expe- 
rience, whether I am worthy of it. Let us 
implore diviae providence, as it has been 
pleafed to render our tragical misfortunes 
fimilar, that, in future, we may refemble 
each other in happinefs. Believe me, in 
whatever fituation we may be thrown, 
yours, 

Vienna, September 9, 1765, 

UTTER XIX- 

TO THE SAME. 

I am not fo much furprifed, as forry, my 
dear Gemello, for the difguft which the un- 

A&4 grateful 
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grateful return made by your harmonjcal 
caravan has given to yourfelf and your noble 
and generous friend, by whom, through your 
means, they had been chofen, colle&ed, re- 
warded, and diftinguifhed. Though you are 
ufed (as you obferve) to the odour of fuch 
flowers, I can eafily imagine how you muft 
naufeate them, and fincerely pity you. 

As yet I know not whether, when, or in 
what manner, my new nuptial drama, fent 
laft April, will be ufed on the banks of the Man- 
zanare. I can add nothing to what I have al- 
ready written to you on the occafion, except 
that the Spanifli ambaflador, before his de- 
parture for Infpruch, thanked me for my 
poem, in the name of the Marquis Squillaci^ 
whom he had never mentioned to me be- 
fore ; and added, that a duet was much 
wifhed for in the Serenata. In order to fliew 
my willingnefs to oblige, I wrote one in a 
few hours time ; but explained in a fhort 
memorial, that as I had never been informed 
who were to be the performers, tnere was a 
chance of jny having united two perfons in 
this addendum whofe voices would not do 
well together ; and did not conceal my 
opinion, that a duet could have little eflfed, 
performed fitting, and withput aftion, or. 
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paflion, as was ufually the cafe in ferenatas. 
I configned the addition and neceflary changes 
to the ambaiTador, before his departure. But 
he returned four days ago from the Tirol, 
and gave me new thanks, in the name of the 
Marquis Squillaci, for the duet which he had 
received. More than this, I am unable to 
tell you, concerning the affair in queftioiu 

If your tormented frame muft produce 
peccant humours, it is fortunate, my dear 
Gemello, tjiat they fliould afTault the lower 
regions: as they are there of lefs conf equehce ; 
but it would be much better if none were 
produced. I can eafily imagine the patience 
of which you muft ftand in need, and I par- 
ticipate in your fufferings. 

Adieu ; pray fend me better news of your- 
jfelf, and believe me ever, &c. 

« 

Vienna, September 14, 1765, 

LETTER XX, 

TO THE SAME, 

Our wandering Petrillo being returned 
from Saxony, with his pretty little wife, who 
has conceived hopes in northern climes of 
' inching hip with a fucceflbr, made me 

two 
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two vifits : promifmg to come and fee me a 
third time, to take his laft farewell : for this 
vifit I had referved my ufual vafe of faluta- 
tjhns to you ; but the barbarian is gone in/a- 
fatato ofpite 9 and I am obliged to inclofe them 
in this letter, which will perhaps perform 
the office of coipmiflfory before his arrival at 
Bologna. Pr^y abufe him for me, unmer- 
cifully ; and tell hin^that I flialL never for. 
give him> if hsdoes not make amends for his 
negligence, with fpeedHy fending to Milan, 
the.book.witfc, which I charged him for Sig, 

I. baye heard nothing more from, Madrid, 
fu*ge the. delivery; of my ferenata. I am 
teazed to death by .the Roman printers, for 
a^qopy of it ; but- 1; cannot fend it thither, or 
any where elfe,. till it has been performed; 
and, I api determined not to afk the ambaf- 
fador a fingle queftion about it, left my 
curiofity ihould be mifconftrued. So that if 
you (hould know when ifcwouldbe publifhed 
in Spain, that I may give permiflion for the 
prefs to work elfewhere, ^ou will mud} 
oblige me,. 

Adieu, my dear Gemello. Be. careful of 
your health, and. believe, th^t J fli&U never; 
, ceaft 

I 
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ceafe to love and efteem you as you defervc, 
that is to lay, infinitely, 

Vienna, O&ober 31, 1765. 

LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

My dear Gemello always, a&s like him- 
felf, as well in fmall things, as on great oc- 
calions. The care and adlivity with which 
you have a&ed in forwarding my book to> 
Signor Migliavacca 9 prove how much you in- 
tereft yourfelf in the affairs of your friends : 
fo differently from the generality of man- 
kind, who can never detach themlelves from 
that deteftable felf-love, which confines the 
whole univerfe within the narrow limits of 
their fingle individuality. I thank you for 
it, and congratulate myfelf no lefs than you 
on every frelh inftance of your difpofition, 
which makes me vkin of the early opinion 
I conceived of your charafter. 

Sigaor Greppi quitted this city haftily, 
in order to go to Milan; and fearing, like 
you, the conjugal diftraftions of our Petrillo, 
I configned to the care of this gentleman, a 
fecond copy of my book for Signor Miglia<m 
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vecca, who has not only received, but 
thanked me for it. He will doubtlefs have 
received the other; but there will be no 
great inconvenience in his having twp 
copies. 

I remain in fuch utter darknefs concern- 
ing my Southern ferenata, that I begin to 
forget its exiftence. Your eagernefs on the 
fubjeft for furpaffes mine. I am much 
obliged to you ; but I beg you will take no 

■ 

further trouble about it. Say a thoufand 
kind things for me to Papa Petrillo> and 
Relieve me always, &c. 

Vienna, December 12th, 1765. 

LETTER XXII, 

- TO THE SAME. < 

Though quite opprefled with letters, I 
cannot refrain from anfwering, at leaft with 
brevity, my dear Gemello, and acquainting 
him, as his laft confidentially affe&ionate 
letter deferves, th&t three days ago, the 
Spaniih ambaflador, by order of his court, 
fent me a magnificent prefcnt, confifting of 
f)fty pounds of the beft Havannah fnufF, in 
f;ve jars, four of fijver, and one of gold, with 

' the 



Digitized by 



( & ) 

the arms of his Catholic Majefty erigraved 
on all the covers. A gift indeed worthy of 
the Royal munificence of fuch a monarch. 
But with all this, I am yet ignorant whether 
the Serenata has yet been publiftied in Madrid : 
fo that I dare not yet fend it to my brother at 
Rome, who is tormented for it by the book* 
fellers fej. 

I beg you will prefent my humble relpedte 
to the Marquis Herculani, and Count Savioli, 
and aflure them how much I am flattered by 
their partiality. Adieu my dear Gemello, I 
have time to write no more ; but you know, 
without my trying to perfuade you of it, that 
I am, ever have been, and ever fliall be, 
yours. 

Vienna, December 30, 1765. 

LETTER XXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

If an impertinent defluxion, the fruit in 
feafon, and very common here, had not 
rendered me for fome days ina&ive, my 
dear Gemello would have fuffered in the firft 

fej This is the laft mention that is made of his brother, 
in any of the letters which have hitherto been publifhed. 

tranfports 
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tfanfports of my rage, for the formal proof 
he thought it neceflary to give me, of his 
exa&itude in forwarding Romolo. Is it pof- 
fible, after fo many years, that you can do 
me the injuftice to fuppofe, that the receipt 
of a parcel by my negligent correfpondcnt 
Migliavacca, is of more confequence, than a 
line from you ! Do you not now deferve all 
the ancient titles of Troglodyte, Anthropo- 
phagus, Leftrigon, and Marine monfter ! 
But this defluxion fubdued my irafcibility, 
and on days of penitence, vengeance mud 
not be indulged. Therefore I embrace you 
heartily, and forgive you. 

Our worthy Count Rofenburgh, is now on 
the banks of the Arno, enjoying the delights 
of Tufcany, while we are entirely buried in 
ice and fnow, to fuch a degree, as to be un- 
able to move in the ftreets, in a boat, a coach, 
a chair, on foot, or on horfeback. Oh! 
how I long for the fpring ! But as you 
will fee her in your part of the world, be- 
fore (he comes hither, pray falute her m my 
name, and urge her on as quick as poffible *• 

• Though Fer y the fpring, is of the neuter gender, 
Metaftafio has perfonified this youthful feafon, alia Italiana, 
bf making it feminine. 

Pliny has Primarvere^ whence theffeKan Primavtra. 

I do 
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I do not underftand the myftery of the 
Serenata, but I rcfpeft it. Take care of 
yourfelf, my dear Gemello, who are at pre- 
fent certainly not in Norway, and nevergrow 
tired of loving me, if it be only in gratitude. 

Vienna, February 17, 1766, 

LETTER XXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

You complain, in your laft letter of Feb. 
2 1 ft, of the not having heard from me for a 
long time ; I therefore take it for granted, 
that my laft letter was not received. Per- 
haps it arrived to make my excufe at tho 
fame inftant as I received your complaint. I 
am infinitely obliged to you, my dear Ge- 
mello, for the eagernefs which you have 
manifefted to give me fome information 
concerning the fate of my Serenata ; which, 
by the laft news you have lent me, is become 
more obfeure, and inexplicable, than ever. 
But as I am unable to walk in the dark, I 
fhall not attempt to grope my way among 
thefe clouds. And I beg of you not to 
plague yourfelf any more on the fubjed. 
Rome has already had fufficient time to 
abate its curiofity, and forget all about it; 

and I have certainly no wifh to excite new 

» 

attention 
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attention to it. I fhall be very much obliged 
to you for the copy which you promife me. 

I fhare in all the irregularity of your 
health ; you fliould therefore, according to 
rule, partake of mine. But I can afTure you^ 
that this diabolical trade of heroifm, begins 
to be very infiipportable to me. Believe me, 
however, in fpite of complaints, unceafingly 
yours. 

Vienna, March 6th, 1766^ 

LETTER XXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

At length, returning home a few even- 
ings ago, I found on my table, the pleafing 
Epithalamium of our moft worthy Count 
Savioli. I read it with that eagerfiefs which 
whatever he writes infpires. I admired the 
art with which, in fo mafterly a manner, he 
has united dignity with clearnefs, nature with 
elegance, pathos with chearfulnefs; and am 
convinced that there is no recondite corner 
of Parnaflus, with which he is not intimately 
acquainted. After my refpe&ful compli- 
ments, pray congratulate him fincerely, in. 
my name, and ftimulate him to be faithful to 
the mufes, by whom he is fo . much fa- 
voured. 

And. 
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And for yourfelf, my dear Gemello, who 
with fuch fraternal zeal, have procured 
me this pleafure, receive in return, my mod 
affe&ionate and hearty thanks and faluta- 
tions f not thofe which are commonly la- 
vifhed among perfons indifferent to each 
other, but fuch as a juft efteem, and a long 
feafon of friendfhip infpire. 

Vienna, April 17, 1766. 
tO THE SAME. 

I should appear unjuft to our tender 
twinfhip, if I did not communicate to you, 
(whenever my duty will pfermit) every little 
poetical excurfion which I am obliged to 
take. The genealogy therefore of what I 
now fend you, is the following : 

In May laft, one of the moft exalted divi- 
nities of our Olympus, .ftimulated me to 
write fome little confolatpry poem, in order 
to try if it were not poffible to feduce our 
afflidted Sovereign, from that profound and 
obftinatc grief in which flie has been fo 
abforbed for the lofs of her moft au- 
guft Confort, as to put her own life in 
danger. Regarding the mere hint as a com- 

vol. 11. b b mand, 
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mand, I went to work immediately: and 
my labour was fo fortunate, as not only to 
procure me a generous and unequivocal tef- 
timony of beneficent approbation, but in- 
clined my poetical vanity, to enumerate it 
among the fir ft caufes of the dawnings of 
ferenity which began to appear on the coun- 
tenance of my moft auguft Patronefs, after 
the perufal of my fermon. I know very 
well, however, that it is no convincing proof 
to fay, that this event has followed the other, 
and was produced by it. But among us in- 
habitants of ParnafTus, we always conftrue 
things in favorabilibus. This virtuous prin- 
cefs, thinking herfelf too well treated in the 
poem, and that the partiality of the writer 
was too vifible, had fome repugnance to its 
being printed here. But Count Canale y the 
Sardinian minifter at this court, having 
obtained a manulcript copy, has privately 
lent it to Turin, and had it printed there at 
the royal preft. Of the few copies fent 
hither, merely for the court, foreign miniflers, 
and fome particular friends, I have procured 
this* in order that you may be the firft to 
whom it is communicated at Bologna. Re- 
ceive it with affe&ion, aud give it an atten- 
tive perufal: as among other things,, you 

. may 
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may perhaps find fomething in it riot inap- 
plicable to yourfelf* Adieti, my dear Ge- 
mello, take care of yduf health, and believe 
me> yours moft faithfully* 

Vienna, Auguft, 1766. 



LETTER XXVIL 

TO THE SAME* 

Amidst all the confufion into which every 
one is thrown here, particularly myfelf, by 
the finall-pox, which has feized the two 
Empreffes : that is, the Emprefs (wife of th* 
Emperor Jofeph,) feven days ago, and yeftcr- 
day the Emprefe-queen, I cannot refift the 
felicitations of our Abate Cetruh, who wtfhes 
to have a letter to prefent to you, which your 
friendlhip for him renders unneceflary. The 
firft of the illuftrious invalids is very ill ; 
but it is faid, that the diforder of the other, 
is of the mildefi kind. We are however, 
under the greateft anxiety for her fafety. 
You will readily believe me, when I tell you, 
that I have neither leifure nor fpirits to 
lengthen my letter. Adieu, my dear Gc- 

b b z mello, 

■ 
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melfo. Take c*ire of yourfelf, and pity 
your friend, . ( - - 1 

Vienna, May 17, 1767, 

• * • • • • » m 

V t 

: 

LETTER XXVIII. 

I am fenfibly obliged to our poor perfeve- 
ring pilgrim,- who, in fpite 6f all his other 
labours, remembered to deliver my letter 
to the dear Gemello. This obliging zeal 
doubles my prayers to Heaven, that he may 
return, mens fana in corpore fano. 
1 • If I had not received your affe&ionate and 
fmcere affertions, I fhould not have doubted 
for a moment of your fympathizing with me, 
in the terrible anxiety which I felt for the 
imminent danger of my moft revered Patro- 
nefs : I know your heart, and long-tried ten- 
dernefs. It is impoffible for me to defcribe 
the univerfality of our paft difmay and pre- 
fent jubilation. I believe there never were 
fuch lively, afFe&ionate, indifputable, and 
numerous teftimonies given before, of a pec 
pie's love for a Sovereign, as have been 
manifefted here by all ranks for ours. 1 Her 
moft auguft Son, may ferve as a model for 

. •. the 
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(the children of future times. He has watched 
her night and day, without quitting her a 
moment, aflifting in the adminiftration of 
her mediciijes, an4 ii> his care and anxiety 
for her, totally forgetting himfelf. You may 
well imagine how much our refpedt and love 
for a prince of fuch a charafter are en- 
creafed. 

We muftnotfpeak, my dear Gemello, now, 
of our own complaints; they are too trivial 
to be mentioned, during this time of univer T 
fal joy. All I can do, is to beg of heaven 
to grant us, if not patience, at lead fortitude 
fufficient to combat them. Do you do like«> 
wife : but forget not, at the fame time, tQ 
remember the affe&ion which I have, an4 
eyer ftiall retain for you, to my life's end. 

Vienna, July 6th, 1768. 

« 



pND OF THE SIXTH SECTION. 



♦ 1 1 * 

b b 3 SEC- 



( 374 ) 



9 

section vu. 

We 

fhall now quit Farinelli for forao 
time, ia order to attend to other correfponck 
ents. Among thefe, there is no one to whom 
Metaftafio feems to write with more affec- 
tion, than to Jomelli, the juftly celebrated 
mufical compofer. 



LETTER I, 

TO SIGNOX NICOLA JOMELLI- 

And does my admirable Jomelli then 
remember me ! The confirmation of this 
truth, of which, in fpite of your eternal 
filence, I never doubted, has afforded me a 
pleafure which I am unable to defcribe. 
Indeed I am fo much the mofe delighted 
with your laft dear letter of the 3d of 
March, as I have fo long in vain tried to 
procure it : having fent you fome time ago, 
my Alcide al bivto x by M. Philip le Rois ; and 
iince that, written you a long prattle, which 

3 ? u ght 
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ought to have been forwarded to you by 
Signora Scotti, at prefait the firft woman of 
the opera in England ; who, on quitting this 
court, fet off for that of London (a). But 
either my couriers have been to blame, or 
my difpatches ineffe&ual ; and yet, I am fo 
fure of your affe&ion, and of my occupy- 
ing an enviable place in your heart, that 
whatever may happen, I fhall never doubt 
the jfecurity of my ftation. 

I regard the two mafterly airs with which 
you have kindly favoured me, as precious 
gifts : and as far as the limits of my mufical 
knowledge extend, I have admired the new 
and harmonious texture of the voice and ac- 
companiments, the elegance of the one, and 
contrivance of the other ; and the uncom- 
mon'unity of the whole, which renders them 
worthy of your abilities. I muft confefs, 
however, my dear Jomelli, that though this 
ftyle impreffes me with refpeft for the writer, 

{a) The Stotti fung on our opera ftage with Man%olt % 
in the feafon of 1764 and 1765. Her voice was feeble, 
but her ftyle of finging, face, and figure, were captivating. 
In thefe times the ferious operas at Vienna, Madrid, and „ 
Li(bon, were fupported by, and wholly under the direction 
of the Court; and Metaftafio imagining this to have 
been the cafe in our capiul, fays, « that when the Scotti 
quitted the Court of Vienna^ (he fet off for that of London." 

ub4 you 
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you have, when you pleaft, another which 
inftantly feizes on the heart, without giving 
the mind the trouble of refle&ion (b)* 
When I have heard a thoufand times, 
your airs Non fo trovar Verrore, and Quando 
fara quel di, with innumerable others which 
I cannot now recoiled, that are ftill more 
feducing, they leave me no longer matter of 
myfelf, but oblige me in fpite of myfelf, to 
feel all that you muft have felt, in compofing 
them. Ah, my dear Jomelli, do not abandon 
a faculty in which you have not, nor ever 
will have, a rival. In mafterly airs, there may 

(J) This was the opinion of the Italians in general, con- 
cerning the compofitions of Jomelli, after his refidence in 
Germany ; where his rich harmony, and inftrumental com- 
plication, were perhaps always more admired, than his ele- 
gant and fimple melody. Five years after this period, it was 
the opinion of the Neapolitans, that the fongs of Jonulli^ 
Which maflers refpedled for their art, and contrivance, were 
too elaborate, and gave the hearers too much trouble, to 
afford them carelefs delight. Poets are always ready to 
join in cenfuring the compofers' fcience, and performer's 
execution, as equal enemies to the beauties of the poetry, 
and intereft of the drama; but, as the "Public is a many- 
headed animal, with ears of all forts and fizes, it is to be 
feared, that fome of them will expeel learning' and fcience 
to be difpla/ed by the compofcr, and powers of execution 
by the finger, as well as others fuch artlcfs firhplicity, as 
would reduce an opera to a level with a ballad farce. ' " 

be 

1 

k ■ 
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be compofers, perhaps, who by dint of pains* 
and labour, will approach you ; but in find- 
ing the road to the hearts of others, their own 
muft be formed of fibres as delicate and 
fenfitive as yours, and different from all thofe 
who have hitherto dealt in mufical notes. 
It is true, that in writing in this new ftyle 
you* cannot help fometimes expreffing the 
paffions in the way which your own happy 
temperament fuggefts; but being obliged, in 
order to fupport your learned idea, too fre- 
quently to interrupt the voice, the impref- 
fions already made in the mind of the hearer, 
are effaced ; and for the reputation of a great 
matter, you negleft that of an amiable, and 
moft powerful mufician. 

Adieu, my dear, and moft worthy friend. 
If you knew with what occupations I am 
opprefled, you would be better able to judge 
of that affectionate regard, which fp long 
prevents me from finifhing this letter. Take 
care of your health, for the honour of the 
harmonic family. Continue to love me, and 
believe me to be invariably yours. 

Vienna, April 6> 1765. 

> 

(c) Meaning his fecond manner, to which he adhered 
inGerm^y. 

The 
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The correfpondence of the Imperial lau- 
reat with Signor Saverio Mattei, upon 
which we fhall now enter, will difclofe to 
the reader, his opinion upon the fubjeCis 
of poetry, mufic, criticifm, and literature in 
general, during a period of eleven years, 
better than any other letters in the collection. 
Almoft every corfefpondence which Meta- 
ftatio carried on with authors, and the learn- 
ed of his time, feems to have been forced 
upon him, not fo much perhaps with a view 
to obtain, his fentiments on literary fubje&s, 
as his approbation of the works of which they 
made him a prefent. But whether this was 
the cafe with Sig. Mattei, an author of great 
merit ft ill living, we know not ; yet we find 
that the private praife which he received 
from the great Lyric poet, was eagerly made 
public, in defpite of earneft injunctions to 
' the contrary. 

The following letter was written in reply 
to one, which Metaftafio had received from 
Sig. Mattei, informing him that he had fent 
him a copy of his tranflption of the Pfalms 
into Italian verfe, with diflertations on He- 

brew 
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brew poetry, aad otber poetical compofi- 
tions. 



LETTER II. 

TO SIGNOR D. SAVERIO MATTEL 

I deferred for one port, the anfwering 
your no lefs lively than obliging letter, hoping 
every moment, that the Book of Pfalms, 
which you had been fo kind to fend me 
would arrive, that I might tell you what my 
firft fenfations were in perufing it : but not 
having yet feen it, I (hall not add to the dis- 
appointment which fuch r a delay has pro- 
duced in myfelf, that which a longer filence 
would produce in you, to the difcredit of my 
gratitude. I therefore haften to return you 
infinite and moil fincere thanks, both for the 
gift which you have been pleafed to beftow 
on me, and for the affectionate and partial 
depolitions of your kind heart in my favour, 
expreffed in profe and in verfe, with equal 
grace apd elegance. In the printed poetical 
Effay which I always perufe, and re-perufe 
With new pleafure, you have fully (hewn 
With what kind of pindaric pen nature has 

furniflied 
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furniflied you, and how dextroufly your 
application has enabled you to ufe it. I con-» 
gratulate you on the pofleflion of fuch powers, 
and wifli that all thofe flights which youths 
ful courage and vigour (hall ftimulate you to 
take, may be equally happy. ! my dear 
Sig. Mattel, wifh not to be pofleffed of my 
old and worn-out bulkins. You know not 
how they gall the prefect wearer, nor what 

trouble it has coft me to conceal the uneafi- 

• • • 

nefs they occafiou. Our good fire, Apollo, 
who has already fo highly favoured you, will 
furnifh you with a much better fhoemaker. 
Continue to honour me with your valuable 
friendfliip, and believe me to he with equal 
j*efpe£t and efteem, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 8, 1768* 

■ • » • 

LETTER IIJ, 

1 

TO THE SAME. 

- \ 

Three weeks have already elapfed, fincQ 
I was informed by the officers of this cuftom- 
houfe, that a parcel of books addreffed to 

* 

me, was arrived. I had no dojubt, but that 
this was the long wifhed for poetical prefent 
of books which you had ^eneroiifly .deftiped 

L ' ■ • * fo< 



Digitized by 



< #1 ) 

for hiy tife ; but my long impatience to pof- 
fefs them, has ftjll been obliged to luffer the 
further delay of a rigorous examination, to 
which all printed books brought hither are 
fubjeft ; and to this delay Was added that of 
the book-binder, into whofe hands I was 
obliged to put the loofe and deranged flieets, 
in order to enable me to read them with any 
degree of comfort. I am at length, how- 
ever, in poflefTioii of the three volumes ; and 
here I muft frankly confefs, that the mag- 
netic power of the verfes, violently attrafted 
all my attention to the previous peruial of 
your poetical verfion. But perceiving in 
your learned preface, (which from long habit, 
I never negleft) that it was your wi(h the 
reader fhould firfl be furniflied with your ne- 
ceiTary viaticum^ before he entered on poetic 
ground, I prepared to obey you ; and found 
myfelf well fatisfied, and generoufly rewarded 
for my obedience ; as your very learned pre- 
liminary diflertation, not only qualified me, 
(as much as I am capable of being qualified) 
to judge of the merit of your tranflation* but 
has made me travel with wonder and delight, 
through the vaft, various, and choice erudi- 
tion, with which you are no lefs ufefully, 
than abundantly furniflied ; and has excited 

in 
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in me fuch eagernefe to profit at fo tskfy a 
rate, from all the information which yout 
literary labours prcfent to the reader, that I 
could not defer enriching myfelf, by a peru- 
fal of your golden treatife on the calendar, 
weights, meafures, and money of the He- 
brews. Thus prepared and difpofed, you 
may eafily imagine, Sir, that in the perufal 
of the eighty Pfalms which you have tran- 
flated, I have not negle&ed one of the mar- 
ginal notes, or obfervations with which they 
are accompanied ; and that I have been 
compelled to receive all the inftru&ion, as 
well as pleafure, which you have prepared 
for us. 

The dignity, clearnefs, harmony, and ele- 
gance of the ftyle, fo properly varied, ac- 
cording to the grandeur, humility, anger, 
contrition, or tendernefs, exprefTed in the 
facred writings, would be a fufficient merit 
in your work ; but, the being able to eorreft 
fo effe6hially and naturally, what fo many 
of the moft learned inveftigators after long 
trying in vain to accomplifli, have pro- 
nounced heterogeneous to the Oriental lan- 
guage of poetry, has, in my opinion, all the 
merit of a new difcovery of fome unknown 
continent ; and befides this, I admire in you, 
. : without 
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without underftanding it, the combination, 
in one individual, of all that fire and energy 
of genius, which enables you to mount Par- 
naffus, with the cool perfeverance neceffary 
to critical enquiries. 

And yet, begging your pardon, I have 
found fomething that is reprehenfible in your 
book, the attentive perufal of which has 
accuftomed me to criticifm. I cannot for- 
give the iajuftice with which you have 
treated in your preface, that poor little tow?i 9 
as you call your native place; in which 
you complain of being buried in folitude: as 
you owe to the tranquil leifure which it 
affords you, an exemption from the ine- 
vitable diftra&ions of a crouded city, and 
are in fome meafure indebted to this circum- 
ftance for the honourable place which you 
already hold in the Republic of letters, at fo 
early a period of your life. If you would 
wipe away this ungrateful ftain, you ought 
in confcience to make a public acknowledg- 
ment of your error. 

But retorting the accufation, you will, 
perhaps, fay that it is I that am ungrateful, 
for appearing almoft infenfible to the kind 
partiality with which you fo liberally honour 
me in your works, and poftponing my 

thanks 

t 
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thanks for it to the end of my letter. But 
r you muft not do me to much injuftice. I 
have a due fenfe of all your kindnefs, and of 
the advantage of your good opinion : and if 
I fpeak of them late and briefly, it is becaufe 
I am fearful if I fliould dwell too much on 
the fubjeft of your pfaife, of provoking you 
to examine the little merit I may have, by 
an exaft experiment , in your critical cruci- 
ble. Ah ! my dear Sig. Saverio! explore it 
no further, if you with to continue to love 
me; but rather judge of it from that grate- 
ful, affe&ionate, and refpe&ful cfteem, with 
which I am, and ever with to be, invariably 
yours. 

Vienna, April 3, 1769. 

P. S. I intended fpeaking fully of the 
mafterly tranflations of Pindar and Homer ; 
of the truly lyrical dedication ; and of fo'me 
particular pfalms with which 1 have bedn, 
in a more efpecial manner, affe&ed ; but my 
natural powers correfpond but ill with my 
1 withes. Pray believe, however, that I feel 
all that one author can with another to 
feel in his favour. 

* 

LET- 
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Letter iv. 

TO THE SAME* 

Tu quoque brute fit mil And Is my friend 
Sig. D. Saverid among the colifpirators ? 
t)r rather among thfe twd partial proje£rors 
Who have conceived a defign that will over- 

■ 

whelm me with confufion ? How could 
j^ou imagine it poffible for me to have the 
Courage to fuftain the idea of feeing myfelf 
placed at the fide of the father df the 
mufes ? (d) And the Prirtcefs of Belmonte, 
who Ought to be perfe&ly acquainted with 
the charafter of the dean df her fervants, has 
She, inftead of oppofing it, given her courite- 
iiarice and fiipport to fo ftrange a defign, 
and conlpired to vex and mortify me ? The 
extreme diffidence of myfelf, even to a vice, 
which has tormented me through the whole 
courfe of my life, and been the greateft 
obftacle to my profperity, was fo well known 

(d) It feems that there was at this time, a defign formed 
at Naples, of printing Pope's life of Homer, and dedi- 
cating it to Metaflafio, and of placing an engraving of 
his head, oppofite td that of Homer. 

VOL. II. C C to 
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to her, that (he might have eafily figured to 
herfelf, what melancholy thoughts of my 
own unworthinefs, fuch exceffive partiality 
would awaken; and how fenfible I muft be, 
of the difproportion of an honour, which 
has been fo involuntarily ufurped by me. 
You muft not imagine, however, that my 
juft ftiame will in the leaft diminifh the 
gratitude which I owe to my friends, for 
their kind and moft flattering intentions. 

« 

For though it has been carried to excefs, I 
fhould regard it as the happieft circumftance 
of my life, if I could feparate the idea of the 
effeft from the caule. 

s 

It would be too long and laborious a ta(k 
for me, to point out all the paflages of your 
learned tranflation which have particularly 
ftruck me< The matter would cncreale 
exceffivelv under the pen. But I am now 
no more able to write long letters ; and the 
reiriorfe for negle&ed excellence would be 
more difagreeable to me 3 than the fatigue 
of praifing it. I muft, however, briefly tell 
you, that the forty-fourth and fixty-feventh 
Pfalms, have imprefled my mind with an 
uncommon degree of pleafurc and admira- 
tion : the firft by an ingenious, elegant, and 
poetical elocution, no lefs wonderfully analo- 
gous 
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gous to the allegorical, than literal, fenfe ; and 
the fecond, by an unexpe&ed clearnefs and 
confidence, notwithftanding the apparent 
defperate want of connexion in the original. 
Then in your thoughts on the ancient muiic, 
and on the theatre, you have flattered my 
felf-love fufficiently to make me plealed with 
my own ideas ; as the greater part of them 
perfectly coincide with thofe which my medi- 
tations on the fame fubje&s have formerly 
produced. 

The frank and friendly account which 
you have confided to me, of your part and 
prefent eriterprifes, has obliged me extremely ; 
and I cannot fufficiently praife your wife 
refolution of devoting your diftinguimed 
talents to the more Fruitful, and for you, 
more Glorious, application of poetry. I fore- 
fee with pleafiire, the interefting and illuftri- 
bus pfogrefs you will make ; and already, in 
fome degree, partake of it, both as your fel- 
low labourer, and almoft your countryman. 
You muft not be fcaiidalized at this laft pre- 

* 

tenfion : there is a foundation for it. You 
already know* that the beneficent Gian Vin- 
cenzo Gravina, no lefs a Father than Mafter 

to me, with a labour which ought to have 

• 

produced fruit more worthy of him, ftrove 

C Q 2 tO 
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to enrich my mind with Greek and Latin 
literature, and Roman jurifprudence. Not 
can you be a ftranger to the merit of his 
celebrated relation, Gregorio Caroprefe, into 
whofe hands he placed me, while a child, to 
go through a whole ^ courfe of philofophy 
underhis diicipline, and with whoml reiided, 
in Calabria, all the time that was thought 
necelFary for the completion of that defign. 
I have therefore fome reafon to pride myfelf 
for having run from the banks of my native 
Tibur, as far as Magna Graecia, and tafting 
the firft aliments of lcientific cognition, near 
the renowned fource of the Italic fedh 

My tranflation in verfe of Horace's Art of 
Poetry, has been long finifhed. It however, 
requires innumerable notes and obfervations, 
0 for which I have colle&ed many materials; 
but time has always been wanting, as well 
as patience, for a talk to me extremely un- 
grateful ; fo that thefe materials ftill remain 
in the utmoft confufion ; nor do I know 
when I fhall have courage lufficient to let 
about digefting them. The beft of it is, 
that the republic of letters will not differ 
any great injury from my negligence. Thp 
few rcfle&ions which I wrote upon all th$ 
CJjeek tragedies and comedies that remain, 

merely 
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merely to affift my own memory, had wholly 
fulfilled their defoliation in the private ufe I 
made of them. I had not furniflied them 
with the neceffary equipage, for appearing 
with decency in the learned world ; and 
they mull therefore remain contented, in the 
little corner which I have afligned them in 
my bureau. 

Alas ! I am now out of breath, my much 
refpefted Sig, Saverio. The pleafure of 
talking with You, has made me forget my 
infirmities ; but now I am forced to finifh 
my letter, whether I will or no. Do not 
withdraw from me your regard. Reprefent 
the excefs of my mortification and gratitude 
to the Princefs di Belmonte— Honour me 
with your commands, and believe me, &c. 

Vienna, May 29, 1769. 



LETTER V. 

TO THE SAME. 

♦ ■ 

In fpite of the perfection of my hypo- 
chondriac affe&ions, which at prefent thwart 
me beyond their ufual indifcretion, I cannot 
fuffer your laft moft obliging letter to remain 

c c 3 longer 
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longer unanfwered; in which I find new 
motives for being flattered with that enviable 
good fortune, much more than my own 
merit, which has produced your affefhonate 
and moft partial regard towards me. 
1 I have read over and over again, and 
always with new pleafure, both the Epitha- 
lamic Pfalm, and the Cantata of Eunojlo. In 
the firft, befides the merits it has in com- 
mon with its companions, I have admired 
the author's dexterity in applying it fo 
opportunely on the prefent occaiion ; and in 
the dedication of it, I am pleafed with 
myfelf to find, that before I had fuch a con- 
vincing proof of it, I was always firmly of 
opinion that you were no lefs familiar with 
the Latin than the Italian mufe. And in 
the moft gay and pleafing Eunojlo, I faw 
throughout, in all its force, your reigning 
and charadteriftic excellence, in uniting 
poetical elegance with the deepeft learning 
and erudition. I congratulate you on theie 
gifts, and myfelf on being enriched vvitlvthe 
pofTeffion of fo valuable a friend.' 

I Ihall try my influence with Sassone 
(Haffe) tb gfet him to fet one of your pfahns;' 
though he is fo frequently di fabled by the 

gout, that I know not whether he will have 

. i . ?- .. * j t 
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it in his power to comply with my requeft. 
He does not live in the city; fo that many 
months elapfe, fometimes, without our feeing 
each other. As foon as ever I can fpare the 
time, I fhall feek him, and if poflible, fet 
him to work, I fliould lengthen this letter 
confiderably, if writing was lefs painful and 
inconvenient to the mechaailiTi of my fraif 
frame. Believe me always, with the moft 
conftant and refpedtful efteem, &c. 

Vienna, Auguft 14, 1769. 



Hajfe, it feems, was found in a fit of the 
gout, and unable tp oblige Metaftafip, at 
this time, in complying with his requeft, 
however he may have wifhed it, from a long 
acquaintance and admiration of his chara6ler 
and abilities ; the poet, therefore, fet his 
pupil, the accompliflied Signora Martinetz y 
to work, and the following letter gives an 
account of her fucccfs. 
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C m ) 

i 

L E T T E R VI. 

TO SIG. SAVERIO MATTEL 

The mufic of the pfalm which you wifhed 
to have fet, has been finifhed fome weeks ; 
but I have hithestb had no opportunity of 
tranfmitting it to you. However, I hope to 
find one foon ; and in the mean time, to 
prevent the delay from giving birth to any 
fufpicions injurious to my diligence, I give 
you this previous information. The pleafure 
with which the young female compofer has 
fet about this enterprize, and executed it, 
inclines me to flatter myfelf that Ihe has not 
been unfuccefsful. She propofed to avail 
herfelf at once of the grace of the modern 
ftyle, avoiding its Licentioufnefs, and the 
folid ecclefiaftical harmony of the ancient, 
ftript of its Gothicifm. I am not mufician 
fufficient to judge whether ftie has fuc- 
ceeded, or no ; but I hope, at leaft, that 
the frame will not difgrace the pidtyre. You 
will be the beft judge of this yourfelf, who 
have been long initiated in harmoiucal 
jnyfteries ; and this being the cafe, it is 
uimecefTary to fuggeft to you, that this pro- 

duftion, 
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duftion, before it i$ expofed to the judgment 
of profane ears, fhould be rehearled under 
the dire&ion of fome able, difcreet, and 
charitable dire&or ; that the faults of others, 
in the execution, may not be afcribed to the 
poor compofer herlelf. Whenever it is ou 
the road, you {hall have immediate informa- 
tion, and every neceffary circumftance ex- 
plained. 

Adieu, my dear Sig. Don Saverio. Do not 
ceafe to love me, and to believe me to be, 
yyith equal refpeft and cfteem, &c. 

Vienna, December 4, 1769. 

LETTER VII, 

TO THE SAME. 

I ought to make a long reply to your 
moft obliging letter of the 27th of Novem- 
ber, in which, in the partiality of affe6tionate 
friendfhip, and animated by your natural 
eloquence, you have almoft perfuaded me, 
that the weight of years is a defir^ble af- 
(iftant in mounting Parnaflus. But tq 
avoid Afiatic prolixity, I fhall tell you, with 
the moft fincere brevity, that the intenfe 
fneditation neceflary far the invention and 

texture 
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texture of a dramatic composition, after hav- 
ing treated almoft all the modifications of the 
human heart, is inevitably become an exceed- 
ing hard labour to me ; for having already 
written fo much, I am every day in more 
danger of repeating My i elf; and the being eter- 
nally on the watch would chill invention, and 
clip my wings, in every attempt at elevation. 
Add to this, that in my moft confident and 
vigourous days, I was wanting, even to 
excels, in the rcquilite courage and opinion 
of snyfelf, which is necefTary in great enter- 
prifes; and now, I am more than ever convin- 
ced, that this ipecies of uleful temerity, is not 
to be acquired in old-age. At prefent, indeed, 
if my good fortune has not freed me from 

fatigue, it has at leaft, exempted me from 

• 

the difagreeable neceffity of publifhing my 
weaknefs: for when I had nearly accom- 
plished the labour, enjoined me, I difcovered 
that it was not the intention of the court, to 
give any theatrical exhibition, at the ap- 
proaching nuptials; fo that I have abandoned 
the work with the higheft plealure, remit- 
ting to the Greek calends, the talk of finift- 
ing it. But I have already fpoken too much 
about mylelf. 

I have read with infinite plealure, the 
octave Stanza, enriched with the Latin 

paraphraie, 
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paraphrafe, entitled, La Veglia de , Numt 9 
and have difcovered what vour genius is ca- 
pable of, even in This kind of poetry. I 
know not what more to require of you. Fa- 
cility, dignity, elegance, imagination , har- 
mony, and above all, judgment. The noble 
and pleafing fimile of the child ajid the faun, 
difcovers the richnefs of the mine, which 
produced it. I congratulate you upon it, 
and am much obliged to you for the com- 
munication. " ' 

To-day, a parcel containing your moil 
beautiful Pfalms, fet to mufic by Mademoi- 
felle Marianne Martinetz, has been fent to the 
poft, for Naples. I hope the mufical' com- 
pofitions will not difgrace your excellent 
poetry; and am impatient for your fincere 
opinion, as well as that of other good judges. 
Continue to honour me with your afFefihonate 
friendfliip, and believe me, invariably yours. 

Vienna, December 18, 1769. 

> * t m 

• * • 
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- ' 

The following long, and curious letter, not 
only gives an account of the favourable recep- 
tion at Naples, of the mufic which Signora 
Martinetz had fet to one of the Pfelms of 
Sig. Saverio Mattel's tranflation; but con- 
tains 
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tains the opinions of Metaftafio, on the fub- 
jeft of ancient Greek mufic. A theme upon 
which the poet unwillingly entered ; but, 
having been prefled by his correfpondent to 
difcufs this dark and difficult point, in hopes, 
probably, that his own decided fentiments 
would be fortified by coincidence, Metaftafio 
humbly difclaims all fcience, and neither 
fpeaks as a profound critic, nor mufician; 
but anfwers an unreafonable queftion, like an 
intelligent man, under the guidance of mo- 
defty, and good tafte. It was not likely that 
Metaftafio, who had never heard the ancient 
mufic, nor fcientifkally ftudied the modern, 
fhould arrogantly attempt to inform one 
who profeffed himfelf to be well acquainted 
with the ancient mufical writers, and a 
judge of modern compofition. The poet gets 
rid of the queftion dextroufly : leaving it to 
be anfwered by men of more courage, an4 
lefs diffidence in their own powers 

BETTER VIII. 

Tp SIGNOR SAVERIO MATTEI. 

A few affairs, moft refpe&ed Sig. Saverio, 
are fufficient to occupy all the a&ivity of a 

tired 
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tired and exhaufted individual, loaded with 
years, like myfelf. I have had more bufinels 
on my hands for fome time part, than ftrength 
to accomplifh it ; fo that I muft not only beg 
of you to pardon, but pity, my involuntary 
delay, in anfwering your laft obliging and 
learned letter. I never diflembled, from the 
beginning of our intercourfe, my phylical im- 
pediments to becoming a conftant and labo- 
rious correfpondent ; fo that you are obliged 
to take me as you found me, and in fpite of 
all defe&s, to regard me as your own. 

Prudem emijli vhlofum : dicla tibi eft lex. 

Our indefatigable young compofer, is ex* 
tremely furpriled at the extraordinary ap- 
probation with which you have' honoured 
her mufic. The limits prefcribed to her am* 
bition, did not allow her to afpire at fuch an 
elevation ; and Ihe has no doubt, but that fhc 
js indebted to your courtefy, for the chief part 
of thofe ftrong expreffions which have been 
beftowed upon her produ£Hon. However, 
to hear the effeft of her attempt, (he had had 
a very private rehearfal in her own apart- 
ment, of the Pialm which fhc had let. 
There was only a tingle inftrument for each 
part ; and four voices, rather below medio- 
crity, without any other affiitancc in the 
l chorufes : 



Digitized by Google 



( 39» ) 

chorufes: fo that all the enchantment of 
that fpecies of painting, which arifes from 
cbiaro-fcuro, was wanting. But notwith- 
ftanding this, I am obliged to confefs, that 
the varied, delightful, and uncommon har- 
mony of the compofition, greatly furpafled 
my expe&ation ; as well as that of the few 
initiated, who were admitted to the myfteries. 
She had the precaution to provide a copy of 
the poetry for each perfon prefent, and ex- 
ulted in the general applauie beftowed on 
the excellent Tranflator. I hope that this 
necefTary ftep was not negle6ted at Naples. 
I take an interefted part in the juft honour 
which has been done to your learned book, 
fay the rapid fale* which has fo foon rendered 
a hew edition, in oftavo, necefTary; but I 
fliould be forry if thefirft, in quarto, remained 
incomplete. The three volumes tvith which 
you fo obligingly favoured me, merely put 
into boards, for the convenience of inftant 
perufal, wait with impatience for their com- 
panion or companions, in order to be uni- 
formly drefled with that elegance and 
fplendour, which is due to their high rank 
and worth. They have hitherto occupied 
my leiiiire fo pleafantly and ufefully, that 

I fhould 

2 
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I fliould grieve to defraud them of this little 
mark of my gratitude. 

And do you wifti me to tell You my fen- 
timents of the merit of Ancient Mufic! 
Ah! cruel Signor Saverio ! This is inhu- 
manly driving me into a labyrinth* whence 
yoti very well know, that it is impoffible for 
me to extricate myfelf, even if I were fur- 
niflied with all the neceflary inftruments, 
for fuch an operation, and was in the vigour 
of youth to ufe them. What reafonable 
parallel can I pofiibly draw of unknown 
obje£b ? I am convinced of the royal pomp 
and magnificence of the Hebrew mufic : I 
am not allowed to doubt of the efficacy of 
the Greek ; but notwithftanding that, I am 
utterly unable to form to myfelf, a juft idea 
of their different fyftems. I likewife know 
very well, that mufic is the lame throughout 
all nature, that is, confifting of a delightful 
harmony, produced from proportions of grave 
and acute tones, and in times of different dura- 
tion. But who will furnifh me with the 
clue of Ariadne, to prevent my being be- 
wildered in thefe proportions? They prin- 
cipally depend on the accurate divifion of 
the fcale, or feries of tones ; which fcale, 
however, has been, 1 believe, and ftill re- 
mains. 
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mains, manifeftly imperfect. How fhoulcf 
1 doubt of this, when I hear the greateft 
matters difpute whether the interval from 
one found to another, ought to confnt 6f 5/ 
7, or 9 commas? When I find that one 
calls the 4th a difcord, and another a perfect 
concord ? While 1 perceive that a harpfichoT"d, 
if tuned exactly according to the divifions of 
our fyftem, is fenfiblyfalfe ? And if, in order to 
remedy this inconvenience, Tuners ought to 
leave an exceffive 5 th, called the Wolf, (that 
is, out of tune,) and flattens as much as pof- 
fible the other 5ths, to render the 3ds more 
agreeable ? Who will tell me, that the an- 
cients were more happy than we are in the 
exactnefs of this divilion, no lefs fubject to 
error, than that of the calendar ! Or who 
will inform me, by what expedient they 
obviated this imperfection, in order to dif- 
guife, as we do, the inconvenience ? 

After having read in Plutarch, the tire- 
fome enumeration of the inventors of mu- 
fical improvements; after hearing from him, 
and the Greek writers collected and com^ 
mented by the learned Mcibotnius, the terms 
hypate, ncte, diapafon, diatejaron, diapente, 
tetrachords, diatonic, chromatic, and cnar- 
monic genera, and all the vocabulary of an- 
cient 
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dent mufic, (hall I be a bit the wifer ? fhall 
I then know how to form a clear definition 
of all thofe words which fright children? 
And in fuch total darknefs, how is it poflible 
to form comparifons? Perhaps what is dark 
as Erebus to me, may be broad day-light to 
others more perfpicacious, and lefs ftrangers 
in this vaft and gloomy province. But you 
muft not imagine, that even this will enable 
them to form a juft comparifon between 
the ancient and modern mufic. Mufic is 
the obje& of a particular fenfe ; and the 
{enfes, either from their natural variations, 
or thofe which different habits occafion* 
change their taftc, not only every century, 
but every feafon. A banquet dreffed at 
prefent by the receipt of Apicius, would 
difguft the ftrongeft ftomachs. The fo much 
boafted Baccbi cura Falernus agar* in the 
opinion of modern palates, would now pro- 
duce a wine only fit for galley-flaves. Bitter, 
naufeous Coffee, worfe than poifon itfelf, ac- 
cording to Redi, is become a moft delightful 
beverage, to all the inhabitants of the globe; 
and who knows, whether, at laft> he did not 
grow fond of it himfelf. The Airs which fo 
enchanted our forefathers, are now become 
coarfe, difgufting, and infupportable lulla- 
vol. ii. D d bies, 
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bie9, to modern ears. What then mall We 
call the perfc&ion of mufic, fubje&ed as it is 
to the decifions of tafte, which is itfelf every 
moment changing? and whence fhall I take 
a certain model from which to determine, 
whether I judge from found principles, or 
the delirium of tafte ! But, you fay, " this 
M fcepticifm does not anfwer my queftion. 
u I can doubt as well as you, and have no 
M great curiofity to know how you doubt. 
" My wifli is, to be informed what your 
* ideas are of ancient and modern mufic ; 
" as it feems abfolutely impoflible, but that 
u in fpite of all your doubt, you muft have 
" formed fome." It is moft certain, my 
dear friend, that the flighted foundations 
are fufficient for our a&ive and daring ima- 
gination to build upon at our pleafiire. The 
inftant I hear the names of Cairo, or Pekin, 
pronounced, they prefent me with ideas of 
thofe vaft cities, which I have never feen. 
Now if it will fatisfy you, Sir, to know the 
ideas which I have formed on fimilar foun- 
dations, I am ready to gratify your curiofity- 
It feems to me, my much refpe&ed friend, 
that the mufic of the ancients, was not only 
much more fimple than ours, but more effi- 
cacious; and that of the moderns, on the 

3 ' contrary, 
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contrary^ is more artificial, and more won* 
derful. When 1 hear that Plato, in his repub- 
lic, would have Mufic be the firft univerfal 
ftudy of every individual, as a necefTary foun* 
dation for every other ftudy, and every virtue : 
when I read, that not only all the poets but all 
the philofophcrs of Greece, the fuperintend- 
ents of the exercife of youth, and magiftrates 
of republics themielves, were excellent mufi- 
cians; I conclude, that mufic muft then have 
required lefs ftudy thin now ; when in order 
to become a tolerable artift, it is neceflary to 
beftow half a life upon it. Hence the an- 
cient muft, confequently, have been more 
iimple. To prove that ours is more artful 
than that, it is fufficient to mention, exclu- 
five of every thing elfe, modern Counterpoint; 
by means of which, twenty-four or even 
more melodies, all different from each other, 
may be heard at the fame time, and produce 
fweet harmony, unknown to the ancients. 
That this contrivance was unknown to the 
ancients, is demonftrated by the learned Padre 
Martini, who affigns hiftorical and fcientific 
reafons, why they neither had nor could have 
it; proving, that the union of different voices, 
mentioned in a few paffages of ancient 
authors, upon which a contrary opinion has 
teen weakly fupported, is all reducible to 

D d 2 the 
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the finging at the fame time, fome in 4ths, 
fome in 5ths, and fome in o&aveSj but in 
exa&ly the fame melody. 

And indeed, if fuch a wonderful inven- 
tion had been known to the Greeks, who 
can believe that they would not have de- 
fcribed it with more pomp and parade? Let 
\is add likcwife, that all the different ways 
which the ancients had of writing mufic, 
that are come down to us, render their 
pra&ice of our complicated counterpoint 
impoffible. That power of exprefling, as 
we do at prefent, in one fingle ftafF cora- 
pofed of five lines, all the alterations of 
founds poflible, and their feveral lengths and 
duration, it was which enabled us, by placing 
one melody .over another, to difcover at 
a fingle glance, all their relations and ifo- 
chronous employments, which, in my 
opinion, gave birth to counterpoint. Now 
this manner of writing mufic, you know, is 
not of higher antiquity, than the eleventh 
century. 

Then the ancient mufic, having had more- 
effed than the modern, is to me a proof that 
it muft have been occafioned by the abfo- 
lutely different inftitution of ancient and 
modern fingers. The theatre is the throne 

of 
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of mufic. There (he can difplay all tha / 
pomp of her enchantments, and there the 
reigning tafte of the people is propagated. 
The theatres of the ancients were vaft 
fquares, ours are veflels of fmall dimenfions, 
Hence, in order to be heard in them by the 
innumerable fpe&ators affembled together, 
it was necelfary to be pofleiTed of that vox 
Tragcedorum, which Tully required in an 
orator ; and, confequently, it was neceflary 
for perfons deftined to ufe their voices in fuch 
ample theatres, to begin in very early yQuth, 
to render it ftrong, firm, clear, and vigorous, 
by an exercife very different from that in 
prelent pra&ice. On the contrary, our 
fingers, who can be heard with much lefs 
force, have abandoned thg aacient l^bor 
rious fchool : and jnftead pf fatiguing them- 
felves in rendering their voices firm, robuft, 
and fonorous, ftudy to make them more de- 
licate and flexible. By this new method, 
they have attained the wonderful power of 
velocity, which aftonifties the hearers, and 
procures them unbounded applaufc. 

But a vpice diminifhed, in eternal motion, 
and, confequently, weakened by arpeggios, 
trills, and divifions, may well afford that 
pleafyre which arifes from wonder, a#d 

p d 3 ought 
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ought to be preceded by a fyllogifm ; but 
never that proceeding immediately from the 
natural and vigorous impreflions of a clear* 
firm, and robuft voice, which affe&s our 
organs of hearing with equal force and de- 
light, and has the power even to penetrate the 
foul. I have had, and many others may have, 
an opportunity, by a fmall fpecimen, to judge 
how enormous a difference there is between 
thefetwo manners of finging. The fingers of 
the pontifical chapel, though from their child- 
hood educated in the modern fchool, when 
they are admitted in that choir, are obliged 
rigoroufly to -abandon all the applauded em- 
bellifhments of common finging, and to ac- 
cuftom themfelves, as much as poflible, at fb 
late a period, to fwell and fuftain the voice. 
Now the celebrated Mtferere itfelf, which 
has ravifhed me in extatic pleafure, and in- 
ternally moved me, as fung at Rome, beyond 
any other mufic I ever heard, has only fa- 
tigued and wearied me, when executed at 
Vienna, according to the moft excellent ftyle 
of the prefcnt times. 

I have imagined, fometimes, that our 
ecclefiaftical chant might give us fome idea 
of the ancient ; confidering, that about the 
end of the fixth or beginning of the feventh 

century, 
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century, when St. Gregory regulated the 
mufic of the Liturgy, the public theatres were 
open ; and it appears to me natural, that 
whatever mufic was compofed at that time, 
would be tindhired with the reigning ftyle. 
But befides the barbarifin into which the 
theatres, as well as other things, were then 
funk, what performers could be found now, 
that are able to execute it, if it is impoffible 
for our fingers to fuftain a maxima (e), though 
they can run thirty-two femiquavers in 
a bar ? 

Good God ! what a long and tirefome 
fcrawl have you induced me to write ! I may 
well fay with Anacreon's dove : 

Thy treatment is fo kind and gracious, 
It makes me as the Pie loquacious. 

In reward for my blind obedience, I in- 
treat you not to fuffer this letter to get into 
other hands than your own. I fhall be in- 
confolabje, if any one (hould think of making 
it public, under the notion of doing me ho- 
nour. You know my defefts : pity them : 
continue to love me in fpite of them ; and 
conftantly believe me, &c. 

Vienna, April 25, 1770. 

(e ) A Maxima or Large^ in old mufic, equalled in length, 
eight femibreves. 

Pd4 LET- 
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LETTER IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

I received laft week your parcel from 
Naples. 1 know not by what conveyance, 
nor could any one inform me ; but I perceive 
that it brings me the ftieets which fliould 
have accompanied your preceding letter. 

I have read your ingenious Cantata, for 
the nuptials of the Marchionefs of Tanucci, 
or rather Drama ; for this pleafing compofi- 
tion, befides the vivacity of ftyle, is full of 
aftion and incidents, which entertain and 
feduce the reader, and at the fame time 
contribute to the panegyric of the hero. 
Every day produces new proofs of the 
amazing extenfion of your talents ; arid I am 
proud of the juft idea which I had conceived 
of them, from the very beginning of our 
acquaintance. 

I am extremely delighted by the atten- 
tive perufal of the mufico-philofophical 
letters, which you have been pleafed tocom^ 
municatetome (/). I haveboth admired and 
envied the force and dexterity of two y^liant 
athletics, who not only fhew mafterfhip in 

(f) Alluding to a controvcrfy on the fubje& of ancient 
Mufic, between Sig. M.ittei and the Bifhop of * * *, in- 
ftrttd in the Salmi % Tom. II. 
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their art by afTailing, but fkirmifliing with 
each other. They have long kept me fluc- 
tuating between their different decifions. 
Each of them affaulting me alone, would 
have vanquished me; but the one having 
^defended me from the violence of the other f 
without changing my place, I find myfelf in 
the midft of my former doubts. All that I 
can be certain of, is, my firm refolution 
never to expofe myfelf to the attacks of fuch 
expert and vigorous champions, left I fliould 
furnifh you with too cogent reafons for 
diminiflnng that exceffive partiality with 
which \ perceive you think, fpeak, and 
write, of me : a partiality, which being 
wholly gratuitous, is not fufficiently repaid 
by the ample, but due juftice, which I pub-? 
licly render you. 

My fantaftical conjectures, concerning 
ancient mufic, communicated to You only, 
in mere; obedience, are not worthy of a de* 
fence. I am myfelf fo little certain of them, 
th^t J would not on any account, take up 
Arms iq their fupport. However, it feems 
to me* as if you thought me inconfiftent, 
ai;d iq qoitf radiftion with my own principles ; 
and J wifli, at leaft, to demonftrate to you, 
t%t \{ I h^ve happened to fail in reafon and 

clearn?fs, 
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clearnefs, I have not violated the diale&ic 
canons. After having alferted the enorm- 
ous mjlabiltty of tafte, it is true, I have fup- 
pofed a conftant and general fimplicity 
in the ancient mufic, compared with ours : 
and have not fufficiently diftinguiftied the 
different periods which may be compre- 
hended in the name of ancient. In the firft 
place, I confefs, that it never entered into 
my mind, that the variety of ta/les, at all 
contradi&ed the conjlancy of fimplicity ; as the 
one may vary to infinity, without changing 
the other. For example : the expreflions of 
fimpk and foft, fmple and roughs fitiiple and 
tender, Jimple and fevere, &c. involve, in my 
opinion, no contradi&ion ; as all the thou- 
sand infinitely different modifications, which 
may be objefts of tafte, are capable of one 
and the fame conftant fimplicity, and may- 
be found included in it, as the ipecies in the 
genus. If, therefore, I have not diftinguifhed 
the feveral periods of antiquity, it is becaufe 
I thought fimplicity common to them all ; 
and the catalogue of taftes being allowed, 
it did not feem necelfary to afcribe to the 
pne, the changes of the other. Let me try 
to render my reafoning more clear. I 
eftablifh as a fundamental* that I regard the 

theatre, 
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theatre, to be the indifputable arbitrator of 
the fate of muftc. In the theatre the people 
hear, and being naturally imitators, retain, 
and repeat, what has pleafed them the 
moft, in public, whether there, at fes- 
tivals, or even in the temple, whither in 
procefs of time, the theatrical tafte is car- 
ried. It is certainly fo in our times, nor 
have the ancients been without obferving 
it. Ovid, in the third Book of his Fq/li 9 
defcribing the different diverfions of the 
Roman people, in the fields beyond the 
Tibur, during the anna Perenna fejiivals, 
fays : 

lllic tt cantant quidquid dedicert tbeatris y 
Et jaftant faciles ad fua verba manus. 

And thither from the ftage they bring 
The fav'rite ftrains they dance and fmg, 
While from the geftures of their arms 
The words obtain new force and charms. 

Now the theatre, through all dramatic 
antiquity, which has come to my knowledge, 
beginning from the firft ftage of ^Efchylus, 
or if you will, the Cart of Thefpis, cotempo- 
rary with Solon among the Greeks, and 
from Livius Andronicus among the Romans, 
the theatre I fay, has been always a place in 
the open air, fufficiently fpacious to contain 

a great 



( 4» ) 

a great number of fpeflators, till the modern 
invention of our inclofed, covered, and 
extremely contracted halls, which we now 
honour with the name of theatres. Thefe, 
in my opinion, have given birth to, favoured, 
and rendered poflible, our mod complicated 
fyftem of mufic, fo different from the 
ancient. Now as the art of found, depends 
on the regulation of air put into motion, it 
is ncceflary, when a great body is to be 
moved, that it fhould be done by means 
infinitely different from thofe employed for 
one that is circumfcribed. Whoever fings 
in the open air to a whole people, is obliged 
to life his utmoft force to make himfelf 
heard ; a force unneceflary for our wonder- 
ful divifpns find vocal tricks, which can 
only be executed with a fubdued voice, and 
in an inclofed place. Now when a melody 
is compofed of few parts, its combinations 
are few ; fo that it muft necefiarily be njore 
fimple. What J imagined to be a proof of 
this univerfal fimplicity i|i the time of Plato, 
is not confuted, to my thinking, by adverU 
jng to the pleafures received from this art 
jji modern times. You muft not, my deal- 
er, imagine thefe to be many, becaufe 
jn^jiy talk qf t}iem. A fmall fmatfering iji 

the 



Digitized by 



( 413 ) 

the theory of an art, furniffies the means of 
much difcourie on the fubjedt ; but the 
becoming a real artift, is the work of incef- 
fant praftice, that mafters every thing, with- 
out excepting even virtue "itfelf, which 
lages have defined habitus animt ratione con- 
fentaneus. That the praftice of modern 
mufic is infinite, needs no proof. To exer- 
cife the cheft, the lips, the eyes, ears, and 
fingers, till they inftantly unite in the per- 
formance of offices fo diftindt, at the 
moment of need, requires millions of repe- 
titions, and an abundant fhare of heroic 
patience. This painful and eternal exerciie 
generally occupies fo large a portion of our 
Ihort lives, that it leaves us little for other 
purpofes, military or civil. And if a few 
individuals have been able to vanquifh thefe 
enormous difficulties, they fhould be reckoned 
among portents and phenomena, which arc 
worthy of admiration, though not founda- 
tions for rules. 

You fee, my dear Sir, how loquacious the 
puerile fear of palling for a bad logician in 
your opinion has rendered me. But to fay 
the truth, this was hardly a fufficicnt reafon 
for giving myfelf fo much trouble. If we 
meet with folecifms among legiflators, it 
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fhould not be regarded as a crime of great 
fhame or moral turpitude, if a poet chance to 
be found guilty of contradi&ions. 

Our diligent young compofer, eagerly en- 
joins me to prefent you her beft refpedis. She 
hasrelinquiflied all her other ftudies, in order 
to attempt another pfalm, and has nearly 
arrived at the middle of the enterprize. If 
flie proceeds with the fame felicity to the 
end of her talk, as (he feems hitherto to 
have done, I hope (he will not be ftript of 
the reputation with which (he has already 
been honoured. The fecond perufal of your 
forty-firft pfalm, firft affigned to her, fixed 
her affeftion in fuch a manner, that (he 
cannot avail herfelf of the liberty which you 
have allowed her, of choofing anothen 
With' refpeft to the voices, (he has deter- 
mined to employ the fame number as (he 
did in the Miferere^ for the convenience of 
exercifing her abilities as a contrapuntift, 
and for diverfifying the compofition. She 
will write two airs with an accompaniment 
for the harp, obligate but in fuch a manner, 
that they may be executed with a violin* 
when no harp is at hand. Adieu^ my dear 
friend. 

Vienna, July 9, 1770. 
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LETTER X; 

l 

TO THE SAME, 

From a very commendable defire of not 
multiplying ufelefs letters, I have, perhaps, 
a little indulged my organic indolence, in 
deferring my anfwer to your two iaft oblig- 
ing letters, till the prefent occafion of annouc- 
ing to you the departure of Signora Marti- 
netzs new plalm ; which you would have 
received at leaft three weeks fooner, if a 
delay had not been occafioned by the fcarcity 
and badnefs of the copyifts in this city. The 
pfalm, therefore, already configned to the 
bearer, will go the fame road as its elder 
brother. The attentive compofer has ftudied 
as much as poffible to fecond the genius of 
this facred produftion, by a different exprefc 
fion from that of the Miferere. The fubje£t 
of which being the deep affii&ion of an hum- 
ble and contrite heart, who knows, acknow- 
ledges, and detefts his crime, and implores 
mercy and forgivenefs. The fubjeft of the 
fecond, is a ftrong defire, floating between 
hope and fear j fo that conftant affli&ion is 

the 
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the chrfra&eriftic of the one, and of the otheiV 
the perpetual conflidt of melancholy and chear- 
ful ideas ; which in minds occupied by hope 
and fear, rapidly fucceed each other. The 
one furnifhes to the compofcr more paffion, 
and the other opens a field of greater variety 
to the operations of fancy. You muft judge, 
Sir, whether fhe has made a good ufe of the 
liberty which this pfalm prefents to her 
imagination* 

But however flic may have fucceeded in 
this, (he will certainly never attempt a Com- 
petition with the compofcr who intends to 
ornament my fortunate Giufepfe riconqfciuto 
with his notes. To give me an idea of the 
excellence of this mufic, befides what you 
fay of it, who have had the advantage to 
hear it, the refpe&ed name of the Marquis 
di San Giorgio, who has compofed it, is fuf- 
ficient. I have long known, that he pofTefTes 
this enchanting faculty equally with his 
other numerous accompliftiments ; fo that 
he is diftindl from perfons of his clafs, and 
has left far behind him all the profeffionak 
induftry of the moft celebrated mafters, who 
confeis themfelves fortunate that his high 
rank has delivered them from the danger of 
contending with fo powerful a rival. I feel 

all 



Digitized by Google 



t 417 ) 

all the efficacy of your feducing notes, in the 
defire which you exprefs to enrich with your 
learned obfervations, my facred compofitions: 
a temptation, to confefs the truth, too vio- 
lent for my vanity to bear. But heaven 
forbid that I mould take fuch an advantage 
of the kindnefs of fo worthy and dear a 
friend ! I ought to wifli, and do truly wifti, 
that the conftant fertility of the foil, the 
cultivation of which you have prudently 
undertaken, mould not be a moment neg- 
lected for other concerns^ But I am, never- 
thelefs, infinitely obliged to you„ for fuch a 
kind intention, which difcovers to me the 
generofity of your heart, and the enviabk 
place in it which 1 have the good fortune to 
occupy. 

Your elegant encomiums on the wife and 
learned minifter, the Marquis Tanucci, and 
thofe which he univerfally receives from 
others, are juftly due. Thofe in your poem 
are eafy, decorous, ingenious, and full of all 
that pleafant urbanity, which infpires 
hilarity, without the afliftance of a fingle 
•trait of indelicacy. It is incredible to me, 
that you mould be a novice in this kind of 
writing. Your attempts may ferve for 
models. I am fo convinced that nothing 
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Is impoffible to you, that if you fhoulcf take 
it into your head to fly, I ihould not defpair 
to lee you make me an unexpected vifit at 
my ch£mbe? window. The extenfion of 
the talents with which nature has enriched 
you, appears to me every day more wonder- 
ful ; and a9 I love as much as I admire you, 
1 wifh that fortune, in favouring you, would 
be as bountiful as nature. 

Adieu, moft amiable Sig. Saverio ; con- 
tinue to rtie youf moft precious friendftiip, 
and remember, that knowing you as I do, I 
neither can nor will be otherwife than yours 
moft fincerely. 

Vienna, Sep. 17, 177c*. 



LETTER XI. 

TO THE SAME. * 

I have received, repeatedly read, and ad- 
mired with new pleafure, your new cantata: 
written for the court, which you have been 
fo oblisino; a^r to fend me : and believe it 
impoffible, iiv an involuntary poetical opera- 
tion, that anyone fhould, in future, be equally 
happy in the ufc of fymbols foobfeure aridvln- 
connected, as thofe inexplicable ancient pic- 
tures 
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hires of Herculaneum, which you have Had 
the art to make the balls of your ingenious 
competition* I fpeak not of the noble and 
clear ftyte, the leleclion of thoughts, the 
beauty and harmony of the numbers, the 
Homerian imitation of Alcidcs extricating 
himfelf from Cimmeria, or of the gay and 
feftive images in which it abounds. I (hall 
only fay, that I am wholly unable to com- 
prehend how, amidft the afiiduity of paternal 
cares, the laborious agitations of the bar, and 
the indefatigable toil of critical refearches, 
you can ftill have the force to mount to 
the fummit of Parnaflus at your pleafure. I 
congratulate myfelf upon it, as well as our 
Magna Gracia, the enviable produ&refs of 
men of fuch vigourous and univerfal genius. 

The young compofer rejoices at her mufic 
being fafely arrived, and in your poffeflion. 
It is not thought worthy of any fuch en- 
lightened praife as you mention. All her 
ambition amounted to no more than a wifli, 
that he^ numble notes might afford the ex- 
cellent author, a part of that pleafure which 
ftie has received in fetting fo tender, devout, 
and lublime a compofition : Ihe is therefore 
impatient for the event. 

e e 2 With 
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With my conje&ures concerning the mufic 
of the ancients, do what you plcafe. They 
Were made in pure obedience to your com- 
mands, and after having obtained my wiihed 
rejlitution in integrum of my poor dialed, 
1 have nothing more to do with them. 

December, 20, 1770. 
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